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Summer Fest 2018 this
Sunday in Garfield Hts.

The annual Summer Fest celebration in Garfield
Heights is set for this Sunday, Aug. 12, at the Garfield
Heights Civic Center, 5407 Turney Rd., from 1 to 6 p.m.
The fun fest includes food vendors, children’s games,
petting zoo, Euclid Beach Rocket Car rides, a Safety Fair
featuring police and fire demonstrations, puppet show,
face painting, stilt walkers, an Ice Cream Social at the
Garfield Heights Historical Society, live music and
more.

50-50 raffle tickets are now available at the Civic
Center, selling for $1 each. The winner will be drawn at
the Summer Fest event; winner need not be present to
win the $500 prize.

There will be a free door prize drawing at the end of
the festival. Tickets will be distributed at the Welcome
Tent. Winners must be present for the door prize
drawing.

For additional details about Summer Fest, to make a
prize donation or become a sponsor, call Pat Salemi at
216-475-1100, ext. 2425 or e-mail psalemi@
garfieldhts.org.

For a complete schedule of activities, see Page 8 of this
newspaper.

Garfield Heights police and fire officials, along with
state and city fire marshals, are investigating a
suspected arson at 4886 E. 97 St., shown above, reported
on Tuesday, Aug. 7, along with another fire next door
which occurred Sunday.      Photo by Michael Psenicka

Officials suspect arson is
cause of E. 97th house fires

Garfield Heights police and fire officials, along with
state and city fire marshals, are investigating two house
fires on East 97th Street as arson. Residents were home
at the time of the fire but no one was injured.

Police and fire units were dispatched to a house fire in
the 4800 block of E. 97th St. on August 5th, around 5:30
a.m., and found evidence of a "molotov cocktail" at the
residence, leaving police and fire officials to investigate
the fire as arson.

A witness outside just before the fire started said she
saw three males near the home and heard loud noises,
then saw two males run in one direction and the third
run in the opposite direction; the third male was limp-
ing. She told police one of the suspects was wearing a
gray sweatsuit.

As police were searching the area for suspects they saw
a teen in a gray sweatsuit walking southbound on Turney
Rd., who a witness positively identified as one of the
males at the scene of the fire. He was arrested and taken
to City Jail. The male refused to identify himself at the
jail, but once in a holding cell, he told police his name
and information. Police learned he was a 17-year-old
Cleveland resident.

His clothing and cell phone were collected as evidence
and turned over to the State Fire Marshal for further
investigation.

Fire officials said a second fire, potentially arson, was
reported at a home next door in the early morning
hours of Tuesday, Aug. 7. Further information was not
available as of press time.

READ THE NN ONLINE AT:

theneighborhoodnews.com

Independence Council
votes to send charter
changes to electorate

At a special meeting of Independence Council last
week, four charter changes recommended by the Char-
ter Review Committee were on the agenda, three of
which will go to voters on the November ballot.

Council voted to send to the electorate the question of
whether the charter should be amended to allow council
to approve or reject any Planned Use Development in
the city as described in Chapters 1182 or 1183 of the
Codified Ordinances without going to the electorate.

In its present form, Article IV, Section 5(d) of the
charter under the heading "Zoning of Lands for Mul-
tiple Family Dwellings, and Attached Single-Family
Dwellings or Cluster Subdivisions," states that a zoning
ordinance on these uses, once approved by council,
"shall be certified to the Board of Elections to be
submitted to the electors at the next general or regular
election occurring more than ninety (90) days after such
certification. Provided, however, that without approval
or rejection of any such ordinance, Council may also
vote to submit such ordinance to the electors for ap-
proval or rejection at the next general or regular mu-
nicipal election occurring more than ninety (90) days
after certification to the Board of Elections. Such sub-
mitted ordinance shall not become effective unless it
shall be approved by a majority of the electors voting
upon such ordinance.

The proposed amendment would eliminate the need for
voter approval in the cases of Planned Use Developments.

Council also will send to voters in November a charter
change that would increase the amount the city could
spend on purchases without public bidding from $7,500
to $15,000.

And finally, Independence voters will also decide if
they want to change the charter regarding appointment
of a finance director, if the position becomes vacant and
the mayor fills the vacancy by appointment. Currently
the charter provides that the appointed finance director
shall serve for the unexpired term. Under the proposed
amendment, the finance director would serve until the
next general election occurring more than 90 days after
being appointed.

Council voted not to advance Ordinance 2018-105
regarding the minimum qualifications of the finance
director to the November ballot.

Back 2 School Fair in S.V.
The Slavic Village neighborhood Back 2 School Re-

source Fair will be held this Saturday, Aug. 11, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Cleveland Central Catholic High
School, 6550 Baxter Ave., Cleveland.

Children and their parents are encouraged to stop by.
In addition to school supplies, representatives from a
number of community-based resources will be on hand
to answer your questions and provide valuable informa-
tion for students and their families.

Bill on law director rules
change voted down in M.H.

By Judith Goldsworth

Two pieces of legislation that would have given Maple
Heights voters the chance to decide on charter changes
on the position of law director, one to eliminate the sole
power of the mayor to appoint and remove those serv-
ing in the post, the other mandating that candidates
must have at least five years' experience in municipal
law, failed to gain enough votes from council at its
regular meeting last week to appear on the November
ballot.

Law Director Frank Consolo and Council Clerk
Leonette Cicirella both confirmed that neither ordi-
nance, both of which were introduced by Councilman
Stafford Shenett, Sr., gained the required five "yes"
votes that would have authorized Cicirella to submit the
proposed charter changes to the Cuyahoga County
Board of Elections for the Tuesday, Nov. 6 election.

Current city ordinances state that the mayor has sole
power to "appoint and remove and suspend" whomever
is serving as law director in the city.

One of the proposed charter changes stated that
anyone appointed annually by the mayor also had to
have council's approval; also, the law director could be
removed only by an affirmative vote of two thirds of
council during that time, "provided that such removal
shall not impair any contract rights which the Director
of Law may possess."

(Continued on Page 3)
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Dr. Tracy Ringo is pleased
to announce that Exclusively
Skin, specializing in the
treatment of skin diseases,
has opened up in Garfield
Heights at 9565 Midwest
Ave., Suite C.

Common issues treated in-
clude abscess/boils, acne, cel-
lulitis, dark spots/blemishes,
dry skin and scalp, eczema,
hair loss, mole removals, pso-
riasis, skin cancer screenings,
wart removal and many
more.

Dr. Ringo is a Cleveland
native who graduated from
Bedford High School and
was inducted into the
Bedford High School Hall
of Fame in 2003.

She is in the Ohio Army

Exclusively Skin opens
in Garfield Heights

Dr. Tracy Ringo

Advertisement

National Guard and is the
first African American fe-
male to reach the rank of
Colonel. She celebrates 30
years of service this year.

Contact  Exclusively Skin  at
216-508-6500 or visit website:
www.exclusively-skin.com.

South High

class reunion
The Cleveland South

High School Class of
June 1958 will host its
60th class reunion on
Saturday, Aug. 25, at
Mavis Winkles in
Twinsburg.

For more information
call 216-524-3291.

AARP meets

Chapter 4164

The Garfield Heights
AARP Chapter 4164 will
meet Friday, Aug. 10, at
the Civic Center, 5407
Turney Rd., at 11 a.m.
(please note the time
change).

Members are asked to
bring bakery. Bingo will be
played.

Local block watch, ward
club meetings scheduled
Cleveland Ward 5

Councilwoman Phyllis E. Cleveland invites all Ward 5
residents and community stakeholders to attend a Ward
5 Club meeting on Saturday, Aug. 11, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Neighborhood Leadership Institute, 5246 Broad-
way Ave. in Slavic Village. Call 216-664-2309 with
questions.

E. 63 St.

The East 63rd Street Block Club will meet Thursday,
Aug. 9, at 7 p.m. in the basement of St. Stanislaus
School, 6615 Forman Ave., Cleveland, to celebrate the
club's 15th anniversary. There will be a pot luck dinner
and 50/50 raffle; bring a covered dish to share. All are
welcome.
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Bill on law director
(Continued from Page 1)

The other proposed charter amendment that failed to
gain enough council votes stated that candidates for the
position of law director must have five years or more
experience in municipal law, and the municipal law
requirement may only be waived by an affirmative vote
of two-thirds of the members of council.

Current ordinances stipulate that anyone chosen to
serve as law director in Maple Heights must be an
attorney licensed to practice in the state of Ohio, and
must have been an actively practicing, full time attorney
for five years or more. This will continue unchanged,
following council's decision last week.

Cell legislation passes

At its meeting last week council passed two ordinances
regarding use of public properties and rights of way for
small cell wireless facilities and wireless support struc-
tures in the city and new design standards and guide-
lines for small cell equipment.

Council's passage of the new ordinance on August 1,
will override the state law now in effect, but will not be
retroactive, Consolo stated.

Other legislation approved

Council approved a resolution authorizing Mayor
Annette Blackwell to enter into a contract with Ronyak
Paving Inc., for the Lee Road South Pavement Repair
project, at a cost of $167,200. This follows the city's
recent $150,000 Community Development Block Grant
award by the Cuyahoga County Department of Devel-
opment, which will go towards funding the project.

The project will include repairs to the asphalt pave-
ment on Lee Road South, between Rockside and Turney
roads, and also the repair and sealing of joints in the
concrete pavement between Turney and Woodbrook
Avenue.

Also approved was a resolution for the city to enter into
a fuel supply agreement with the Maple Heights City
School District, allowing the district to purchase diesel and
unleaded fuel from the city for the district's vehicles.

Council approved a resolution for a contract with
Dobbs Landscaping to assist the service department on
lawn mowing and landscape work on city-owned lots for
2018-2019.

September 2018 has been designated as "Prostate
Cancer Awareness Month" in Maple Heights, according
to a resolution passed by council. This year, approxi-
mately 164,690 men in the United States will be diag-
nosed with the disease, and approximately 29,430 men
will die from it, according to the legislation.
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GHPD
investigating
homicide

Garfield Heights detec-
tives are investigating the
shooting death of a 52-year-
old man near East 131st
Street and Rexwood Av-
enue, according to GHPD
Detective Sergeant Todd
Cramer.

On July 28th, around
11:45 p.m., Garfield
Heights officers found the
victim seated in his vehicle
on East 131st at Rexwood
Avenue with a gunshot to
the chest, according to
Cramer. A witness said that
the vehicle was traveling
southbound on East 131st
at a slow speed, then went
over the curb and struck
the utility pole in that in-
tersection. Cramer said the
victim was taken to the hos-
pital were he later died.

The incident is under in-
vestigation by the Garfield
Heights Detective Bureau
and anyone with informa-
tion is encouraged to con-
tact detectives at 216-475-
5686.

STEP PERFORMS

Over 100 people were on hand Monday night for the
Cleveland Public Theatre's Student Theatre Enrich-
ment Program (STEP) free performance of "After The
Shadow" on the steps of St. Stanislaus Church in Slavic
Village. The STEP students return each year as one of
the Monday Warszawa Iron Ward Music events.

"These young performers were amazing," said Ward
12 Councilman Tony Brancatelli. "The staging, cos-
tumes, writing and performances by these students were
inspiring."

He sent out thanks to the Cleveland Public Theater
and to Chuck Gliha for his ongoing commitment to
music and entertainment at Dan Kane Park each sum-
mer.

Obituary
MARY LOU CIESLAK

(nee Harbie), longtime resi-
dent of Maple Heights for
over 50 years, passed away
on August 1st. She was 97.

Beloved wife of the late
Benedict; loving mother of
Sandra Sawchik (Bud),

Benitta Tipak (Jim) and the
late Patricia Butkiewicz;
cherished grandmother of
Susan Coleman (Terry),
Jami Lieberman (Rick),
Toinette Episcopo (Paul),
Dan Tirpak (Susan), Chris-
tine Krenn (John), Brenda
Roberts (Rex) and Denise
O'Neill (Shawn); dear
great-grandmother of
Jacob, Jonathan, Elizabeth,
Austin, Ronnie, Eric,
Nicole, Amanda, Caitlyn,
Jimmy and Elizabeth; trea-
sured great-great-grand-

mother of five; caring sis-
ter of Edward Harbie, the
late Kathryn Fabin, Stella
Sindelar, John Harbie, Sam
Harbie, Rose Adaska, Ann
Kowalski, Sophie Wisner
and Joseph Harbie.

Arrangements were
handled by Ferfolia Fu-
neral Home and a Mass of
Christian Burial was held
at St. Monica Catholic
Church in Garfield
Heights. Interment in All
Saints Cemetery.

Look For Some Very
Special NN Freebies Coming

Next Week!!
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REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

RENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENT

RENT HALLS RENT HALLS

HOME HEALTH CAREHOME HEALTH CARE

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

RENT APARTMENT

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

CHILD CARE

PERSONALS

REAL ESTATE WANTED

Real Estate Wanted. I buy houses for cash.
As-is condition. Pat, (216) 324-3934.

RENT HOUSE

Newburgh Heights 4 bedroom single. 2 baths.
Central air. Walk-out basement. Nicely reno-
vated. $825 + ALL UTILITIES, plus deposit.
No pets. No Section 8. (216) 570-5984.

Open House Saturday, 11th, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Vista Ave., Garfield Hts. 2 bedroom, 1 bath,
full basement, central air, 1 car garage, front
porch. Close to parks and shopping. $750
month + security deposit. (440) 488-4862.

Slavic Village. 2 bedrooms down, $515. Off
street parking. No Section 8. No pets. (216)
520-2044.

Bedford - Archer Rd. 2 bedroom. Central air.
Full basement. Call (330) 562-6940 for de-
tails.

Sebert Ave. Big 3 bedroom down. Updated.
Hardwood floors. Driveway parking. $650
month + $650 deposit. No Section 8. No
Eden. Pets okay. (440) 381-6336.

Fleet area. 2 bedroom down. Side-by-side.
Appliances. $450 + deposit. (216) 262-
3101.

E. 116th-Kinsman-Buckeye. 3 bedroom
single. No pets. No Section 8. Off street park-
ing. $650 + deposit + utilities. (216) 217-
8009, leave message.

E. 65th, 2 bedroom down. Large, updated.
High efficiency furnace. Driveway park-
ing. $550 month plus deposit. No Section
8. (440) 381-6336.

Slavic Village 1 bedroom apt. Appliances
included. No pets. No Section 8. $440,
security, references. (330) 487-0833.

Apartments: Fleet, Warner, Union areas.
1-2-3 bedrooms. Starting at $600  plus
security deposit. Appliances. (216) 341-
2391.

E. 65th & Fleet. 2 bedrooms down. $390
per month. Stove & refrigerator included.
Pay own utilities. No pets. Private park-
ing. (216) 334-9135.

Garfield Hts., off Boulevard. 2 bedroom
down. No pets. First, last month rent; se-
curity deposit. New carpet. $600 month.
(216) 870-1469.

One bedroom down, small, E. 69th & Fleet.
$360 + security. (216) 383-1441.

E. 79th & Wade Park. Double efficiency
up. Off street parking. No pets. No Section
8. $350 monthly + deposit. (216) 217-
8009, leave message.

E. 116th-Kinsman-Buckeye. 1 bedroom up.
Off street parking. No pets. No Section 8.
$350 monthly + deposit. (216) 217-8009,
leave message.

RENT ROOMS

Room available now. $350 plus key deposit.
Utilities and laundry included. (216) 581-
6082.

E. 71st-Lansing. $100/week. All utilities in-
cluded. Central air, WiFi, laundry on site.
Clean, quiet place. No drugs. (216) 798-
5949.

GARAGE SALE

HUGE SALE!! Something for everyone. Fri.-
Sat.-Sun., Aug. 10-11-12, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
15085 Janice Dr., Maple Hts., off Dunham Rd.

9499 Covington, part of the Mill Creek Com-
munity Garage Sale. August 11th, 9 a.m.-3
p.m.

Sat., Aug. 11, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 13604 Branford
Ave., Garfield Hts. Tools, sports equipment,
furniture and lots, lots more.

13001 Woodward Blvd., Garfield Hts. Thurs-
day, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Boys/men's/women's
clothes, TV, miscellaneous.

YARD SALE

August 10th & 11th, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
8200 Vineyard, off Warner or Turney. Kids
clothes, yarn, VHS tapes and misc.

To place a yard sale ad, call 216-441-2141.
Deadline is every Monday at 5pm. Ads start
at $10.00 for 15 words or less.

SALE PETS

4 AKC Rottweiler puppies. Tail and dew claws
done. First shots and deworming. $650 each.
(216) 471-7914.

TRANSPORTATION

I am a driver for hire for all your driving
needs. Senior friendly. Doctors appointments,
shopping, some out of town trips. Call for
pricing, (216) 544-3024.

HELP WANTED

Person needed to run errands, do light clean-
ing. $11 per hour. Shaker Hts. area. (440)
499-4151, leave detailed message.

Residential cleaning position. Part-time,
days. No weekends! No evenings! (216) 661-
9053.

Garfield Heights wine distributor looking for
part-time warehouse/delivery. No weekends,
flexible hours, clean driving record, ability to
lift 40 pounds. Computer skills a plus. This is
an enjoyable environment for someone look-
ing for flexible, part-time hours. (440) 934-
6879.

CHILD CARE
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Community police reports
By Amber Weisbarth

(The following informa-
tion was obtained from filed
police reports and police dis-
patch logs.)

CLEVELAND

Felonious Assault

Cleveland police said a
60-year-old male was shot
in the leg in the 4200 block
of E. 71st St. on August 6th,
around 2:05 a.m. Victim
conveyed to hospital for
treatment.

Robbery

A woman said she was
walking on Fleet Ave. on
July 26th, around 1:30 a.m.,
and she sat down on a bench
in front of a restaurant in
the 6500 block. She said a
man approached her from

behind and put an object
against her back while a
second man stole her purse.
She said the suspects fled
on foot through a parking
lot heading southbound on
E. 65th St. towards Fuller-
ton. Fourth District detec-
tives were to follow up with
the investigation.

GARFIELD HTS.

Assist Other Depts.

Police were dispatched to
the 4600 block of Burleigh
Rd. on July 30th, around
11:15 p.m., after a man
called and said he was in-
volved in a shooting in
Cleveland Heights. He was
told to walk down his drive-
way with his hands up when
police arrived and com-
plied. Officers immediately
arrested the 21-year-old

who said the gun that was
used was unloaded and in
the trunk of his car. Offic-
ers confiscated the gun and
the suspect directed offic-
ers to the spent casings in a
bag on the kitchen table
inside the home. Cleveland
Heights PD was contacted
and confirmed the shoot-
ing. The male was then
turned over to CHPD de-
tectives.

Breaking & Entering

On August 1st, around
11:30 p.m., police were dis-
patched to the Boulevard
Convenient for an alarm
indicating glass breakage
on the front door. When
police arrived they found
the door had been broken
and cracked in several
places, but the glass had
not been completely bro-
ken out and no entry was
gained. Security camera
footage showed an older

male pull a large rock out
from under his shirt and
strike the glass, but when it
didn't break, he left the
scene on foot westbound
on Garfield Blvd. The store
was also broken into on July
23rd. Detectives continue
to investigate.

Shots Fired

Police were dispatched to
the 11700 block of Hastings
Rd. on August 1st for a re-
port of shots fired. Officers
spoke to a resident who had
doorbell camera footage of
the incident. Eight gun-
shots could be heard in the
footage at around 11:43
p.m., and a moment later
police heard a loud sound
come from a Lincoln Town
Car travelling on Hastings.
The video showed it then
drove onto the lawn and
into a tree and the driver
fled from the car on foot
northbound. Police said the

driver appeared to be in-
jured. The K-9 Unit at-
tempted to track the driver
with negative results.

Officers still at the scene
gathering information
learned that a Mazda
parked in the 11700 block
had been struck by a bullet
and learned the Lincoln
struck several other cars
and a house in the area.
Inside the abandoned Lin-
coln, police found a shell
casing on the driver's seat,
a receipt for the sale of the
car, a $100 bill, and a bag
of what appeared to be a
large amount of marijuana,
but turned out to be
oregano.

A bullet hole was found in
the bumper of the car and
police found five more cas-
ings in the tree lawn of a
nearby home on Hastings.
The casings matched the
casing found in the Lincoln.

Police searched the area
and local hospitals for the
driver of the Lincoln with
negative results. All pos-
sible evidence was collected
and the Detective Bureau
continues to investigate.

Vandalism

An official of the Garfield
Heights City Schools told
police he has surveillance
video footage that shows
two males entering the
Garfield Heights Middle
School property on July
26th, around 2:20 p.m.,
and spray painting the
north wall of the school.
He said he thinks they are
former high school stu-
dents. The graffiti was
cleaned by the school and
the official was told to con-
tact police if the suspects
return.
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GHPD seeks to identify
E. 97th B&E suspect

Suspect

Garfield Heights police are trying to
identify a male who was captured on
surveillance cameras breaking into a
home on East 97th Street last Friday,
according to GHPD Detective Ser-
geant Todd Cramer.

On August 3rd, around 5:30 a.m.,
the male ransacked the home, went

through drawers and looked under mattresses, then
spread an unknown oily liquid throughout the first floor,
according to Cramer.

Anyone with information about the suspect is asked to
contact the Garfield Heights Detective Bureau at 216-
475-5686.

Weekend closure: I-77
between I-490 and I-480

This Friday, Aug. 10, at 8
p.m. through Monday, Aug.
13, at 6 a.m. the following
closures will take place on I-
77 to install bridge beams at
Broadway Avenue:

•I-77 northbound at I-480.
Motorists will be detoured
via I-480 west to SR 176
north to I-490 east to I-77
north.

•I-77 southbound at I-490.
Motorists will be detoured
via I-490 west to SR 176
south to I-480 east to I-77
south.

•I-480 east and westbound
ramp to I-77 north. Motor-
ists will be detoured via SR
176 north to I-490 east to I-
77 north.

•I-490 east and westbound
ramps to I-77 south. Motor-
ists will be detoured via I-77
north to East 30th Street to
I-77 south to I-490 west to
SR 176 south.

•I-77 southbound at the
SR 21 exit ramp. Motorists

will be detoured via SR 21
south to SR 17 west to I-480
east and back onto I-77 south.

Access will be limited along
I-77 between SR 21 and
Pershing Avenue during the
closure.

Additionally, the follow-
ing work will be taking place
on I-77 between I-480 and I-
490:

•I-77 south ramp to East
55th Street will be closed
Friday 8 p.m. through 6
a.m. Sunday for overhead
bridge work. I-77 south
motorists will be detoured
via I-490 west to W. 7th St.
to I-490 east.

•I-77 south left two lanes
closed at SR 21 overpass
from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for
overhead bridge work.

•I-77 north left two lanes
closed at Harvard Avenue
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. for
manhole cover repairs.

G.H. Ward 1
meetings set

Garfield Heights Ward 1
Councilman Michael
Dudley, Sr., will host
"Kickin' it With the Coun-
cilman" meetings on the sec-
ond and fourth Saturdays of
each month to discuss legis-
lation on the agenda for the
coming week's council meet-
ing, certain laws in Garfield
Heights and to have a gen-
eral discussion about the
community.

On the second Saturday of
each month the meeting will
be held from 10:30 a.m. to
noon at McDonald's restau-
rant, 5240 Turney Rd. The
meeting on the fourth Sat-
urday of each month will be
held from 11 a.m. to 12:30

p.m. at Mr. Hero, 5130
Turney Rd.

Meetings in August will be
held this Saturday, Aug. 11,
and August 25th.

Call Councilman Dudley
with questions, 216-324-7661.

Grandmother’s Club

The Grandmother's Club
will meet on Thursday, Aug.
16, at 11:30 a.m. at
Cuyahoga Heights Village
Hall, 4863 E. 71 St.


