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CUYAHOGA HEIGHTS CELEBRATES 100 YEARS

Cuyahoga Heights celebrated the 100th anniversary of its founding in grand style last weekend, with events at
Bacci Park and a Saturday afternoon parade down East 71st Street to Klima Gardens, where food trucks and a
live polka band kept the party going 'til evening, when a fireworks display climaxed the festivities.

Mayor Jack Bacci drove a tractor pulling a wagonful of enthusiastic supporters in the parade, with dignitaries
and safety forces from the village and nearby communities Independence, Seven Hills, Brecksville and others
getting into the act as well.

Attorney General and Ohio gubernatorial candidate Mike DeWine and his wife, Fran, also marched in the
parade and greeted well wishers, as did the Cuyahoga Heights High School Marching Band, which provided
musical entertainment for the hundreds of residents and friends that lined the parade route.

Happy 100th, Cuyahoga Heights!!

Shown at left is Mayor Jack Bacci at the helm of a tractor pulling residents and friends at the parade Saturday
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the founding of Cuyahoga Heights. At right are members of the Cuyahoga
Heights High School Marching Band as they parade down East 71st Street.      Photos by Michael Psenicka

Garfield wants to close Topicz bar
By Ellen Psenicka

Garfield Heights Council
is hoping that the liquor
license of Topicz Sports
Lounge, 11321 Broadway
Ave., will not be renewed
by the Department of Li-
quor Control in Columbus.
It passed an emergency
resolution at its regular
meeting Monday night ob-
jecting to the renewal and
asked the Department of
Liquor Control to sched-
ule a hearing on the objec-
tion.

Topicz has been the scene
of several police calls in the
past, the most serious be-
ing last February when six
people were shot and one
found dead on the side-
walk in front of the bar.

Also passed by council

Monday night were the fol-
lowing ordinances and
resolutions:

•Seeking grant funding
for the Midwest Neighbor-
hood Storm/Sanitary Sewer
System Reconstruction
Project, Phase 3.

•Seeking grant funding
for the Multi-Street Recon-
struction & Waterline Re-
placement Project, Phase
5.

•Certifying special assess-
ments for lots at CityView.

•Hiring additional hous-
ing inspectors.

•Authorizing unpaid fees
for cutting of grass and high
weeds be placed on prop-
erty tax bills.

•Authorizing unpaid fees
for garbage and refuse col-
lection be placed on prop-
erty tax bills.

•Contracting with
Teletronics, Inc. to provide
Wide Area Network (WAN)
support.

•Requesting financial

help from Cuyahoga
County for the resurfacing
of East 131st Street.

•Authorizing the mayor
to enter into negotiations
for the purchase of two par-
cels of land for the Justice
Center Project at CityView.

•Ratifying the appoint-
ment of Frank Tagliarini
as a member of the Zoning
Board of Appeals to fill the
unexpired term of David
Mays.

•Urging the Ohio gover-
nor and members of the
Ohio General Assembly to
invest the state budget sur-
plus in municipalities.

In his report to council,
Mayor Vic Collova gave a
special thanks to Pompili
Precast Concrete for its
donation of a bench at Vet-
erans Plaza and to all the
local businesses, vendors,
safety forces, volunteers
and residents who visited
Sunday's Summerfest at the
Garfield Heights Civic Cen-
ter and made it such a great
success.

CPD still investigating
teen homicides; seeks

information from public
Cleveland police are still searching for suspects in

the shooting death of Andrew Hart and the hit-and-
run death of David Bourne, Jr.

Hart, 18, was shot in the head in the East 65th Street
and Kenyon Avenue area in Slavic Village on New
Year's Eve, according to information provided by
Cleveland police. He was taken to MetroHealth Medi-
cal Center where he was pronounced dead.

"Andrew was a very special person to the community
that he lived in," said a friend of Hart's. "He tried to
help everyone around him. He was a very happy and
cheerful person to be around."

Bourne, 15, was struck by a car and killed while
walking in the 6800 block of Union Avenue on June
13th and was taken MetroHealth Medical Center
where he died from his injuries. Police are still search-
ing for the driver.

Anyone with information about these homicides is
asked to contact investigators at 216-623-5464. Re-
ward money could be available.

Bedford to seek grant for
major Broadway project

By Judith Goldsworth

Plans are underway for a grant application to the Ohio
Public Works Commission for a significant improve-
ment project for Broadway Avenue in Bedford, City
Manager Mike Mallis announced at the city council
meeting last week.

Mallis was addressing plans by Dominion to replace
gas lines in the city, including in the Broadway area,
earmarked for 2019, and stated the importance of
staying on schedule with those plans. "The reason why
it's important that Broadway does not get pushed back
is we're actually working on a large scale grant applica-
tion for street resurfacing, all new water lines, electrical
repairs, all downtown Broadway as well as Union Street.

Mallis said that a portion of grant funding was still
available through the Bedford Community Development
Corporation that could be used by small businesses in the
Broadway corridor for physical improvements.

He said that any local business looking to do signage,
painting, windows, doors and more should get in touch

IHM Summer

Social Sunday
The Immaculate Heart

of Mary Summer Social
is set for this Sunday, Aug.
19, from 2-8 p.m. at
Klima Gardens on East
71st Street in Cuyahoga
Heights.

Enjoy good food and a
festive atmosphere, along
with the music of the Dan
Peters Band from 2-4
p.m. and Charlie Tansek
and the Chicago Tradi-
tion from 4-8 p.m.

There will be cabbage
and noodles, pierogies,
sausage sandwiches, hot
dogs, hamburgers and
bakery available, as well
as games of chance,
raffles and a Chinese auc-
tion. All are welcome!

(Continued on Page 2)
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Bedford to seek grant
(Continued from Page 1)

with the city's Economic Development office for
assistance with the application.

The city manager also reported that Bedford had
provided a letter of support for the Simon's Supermar-
ket chain, which is planning on opening another branch
in the Meadowbrook Shopping Center at Northfield
and Rockside roads.

Police officers sworn in

Mayor Stan Koci swore in two new police officers at the
meeting, Jordan Fisher and Matthew Ganska. Both will
serve the city in the rank of patrolman.

Legislation on agenda

Council passed several pieces of legislation at last
week's meeting, including an ordinance to appropriate
$45,000 in funds to the Bedford Community Develop-
ment Corporation to fund the Broadway Corridor Store-
front Pilot Program. The city will be reimbursed the
funds from the county later this year.

Also passed were ordinances accepting a proposal with
64 Seconds for a GIS (Geographic Information System)
and Asset Management program for the city's water and
sewer distribution systems for three years, at a cost of
$11,668.82; a contract with ProudCity for development

of the city's website at a cost of $5,569; accepting the
proposal of J.D. Striping and Service Inc. for longline
striping of city streets at a cost of $18,460.24; accepting
the proposal of NextGen Restoration Inc., for drop
ceiling and drywall repairs caused by asbestos abate-
ment at Ellenwood Recreation Center, at a cost of
$47,525; accepting the proposal of Gardiner to replace
two rooftop compressors at City Hall, at a cost of
$15,504; approving additional sludge removal at the
city's wastewater treatment plant to complete digester
improvements.

Council also passed three ordinances to levy assess-
ments for the following: delinquent water bills; failure
to pay for violations of the criminal activity nuisance
ordinance on properties; and failure to pay for false
alarm responses. The assessments will go on county
property tax bills. Council also approved a motion to
reappoint Krisi Glazer to a three-year term to the Board
of Zoning Appeals.

Two ordinances were placed on first reading, one to
accept a proposal of Cummins Sales and Service for the
service garage generator ($24,842), and the other to
accept a proposal of All Phase Service Company to
install the generator ($4,900).

Placed on second reading was legislation to amend the
city's parking ordinance. The amendment states that
tickets issued for parking in prohibited areas and on
lawns may be waived within 72 hours by paying a $25
fine. If not paid within 72 hours, the fine will be
increased to $50. Additional fines of up to $150 and
costs will be imposed if court action is necessary, accord-
ing to the legislation, which also states that the fine for
handicapped parking violations is $250.
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Cuyahoga Hts. Council news

The Village of Cuyahoga Heights Council met last
Wednesday and passed legislation to create the position
of assistant service director in the Service Department
and eliminated the position of foreman.

Jeff Baciak was appointed as assistant service director
for the village.

Change orders were approved for an additional $7875
for pavement repairs on Harvard Avenue, and $5460
more for road work at Nicky Boulevard.

Also passed was a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Fraternal Order of Police - Dispatchers, to
provide additional compensatory time during a limited
period.

A resolution was okayed to enter into a contract for the
purchase of property located at 4945 E. 72nd Place.

Legislation was also passed to permit the installation
of a central air conditioning unit as an interior qualify-
ing improvement under the George Suhy Grant Pro-
gram.

In the Communications section of the meeting, a letter
to Mayor Jack Bacci was read from Megan Vitanza
thanking everyone for awarding her the Cuyahoga
Heights Village Scholarship. She will be attending Wright
State University to pursue a degree in Sports Science
and Pre-Chiropractic.

Shown above is new Assistant Service Director Jeff
Baciak, at left, with Service Department Director Dave
Sammons.

Blood donor opportunities
As summer winds down,

the American Red Cross
urges individuals to give
blood and platelets now
and help end an emergency
blood shortage that began
last month.

As a special thank you, all
those who donate blood or
platelets now through Au-
gust 30th will receive a $5
Amazon.com gift card via
email. Upcoming donation
opportunities include:

Garfield Heights:
Wednesday, Aug. 22, 1-6
p.m., Marymount Hospi-
tal, 12300 McCracken Rd.

Independence: Thurs-
day, Aug. 23, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Crown Centre II, 5001
Rockside Rd.; Monday,
Aug. 27, 1-7 p.m., Inde-
pendence Community
Center, 6363 Selig Dr.;
Thursday, Aug. 30, 11 a.m.-
4 p.m., Kent State Univer-
sity College of Podiatric
Medicine, 6000 Rockside
Woods Blvd. North.

Maple Heights: Tuesday,
Aug. 28, 1-6 p.m., Liberty
Ford, 5500 Warrensville
Center Rd.

Donation appointments
can be scheduled by calling
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767). Proper identi-
fication is required at
check-in.

Lupus support
The Lupus Foundation of

America, Greater Ohio
Chapter, will hold its
monthly Maple Heights
Lupus Support Group
meeting on Saturday, Aug.
18, from 11 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. at South Pointe Hos-
pital, 4th floor conference
room, at 2000 Harvard Rd.
in Warrensville Heights.

The support group is an
open, small-group environ-
ment which encourages dis-
cussion among lupus pa-
tients and their families.
www.LupusGreaterOhio.org.

Program on senior scams
From offers to help fix your computer, to frantic calls

from someone claiming to be a grandchild, scammers
are finding new ways to get your money.

The Cuyahoga County Department of Consumer Af-
fairs will be at the Maple Heights Branch Library, 5225
Library Ln., on Thursday, Aug. 23, at 10 a.m., to help
seniors learn about these and other scams that target
older adults and what to do to avoid them.

For more info call 216-475-5000 or visit
www.cuyahogalibrary.org.
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~ Death notices ~
DELEPHINE R. SZWEDA (nee

Skiba), 93, of Garfield Heights, passed
away August 12th.

She was the beloved wife of the late
Chester. Dear mother of Lynn
(Marcia), Dale, Robert (Catharine)
and Linda Bates (Dorsey). Grand-
mother of 11 and great-grandmother

of 16. Daughter of the late Joseph Skiba and Stella (nee
Kaminski). Sister of the late Irene Hoysak and Walter
Skiba.

Visitation will be Thursday, Aug. 16, from 4-8 p.m. at

Fortuna Funeral Home, 7076 Brecksville Rd., Indepen-
dence. Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday at 9:30
a.m. at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 6700 Lan-
sing Ave., Cleveland. Please meet at the church. Inter-
ment at St. Mary Cemetery.

SCOTT NOVAK, 48, of Independence, died August 9th.

He was the loving husband of Kim (Sajewski); amazing
father to Alyssa and Emily, stepfather to Mike (Alecia),
Amy (Bryan Hoagland) and Chris; loving son of Don
and Bette (nee Hudak); son-in-law of Thomas (de-
ceased) and Janice (nee Lawicki); wonderful brother to
Kim McCarthy (Dan), Don (Anne), and David; brother-
in-law of Tom and Gail (nee Ruby) Sajewski, Pam
Bochin, and Char Szabo; grandfather to Kaitlyn, Kaleb
and Braxton; uncle of many.

Scott was a lifelong superfan of the Cleveland Indians
and Notre Dame. The family encourages you to honor
Scott by wearing Cleveland Indians or Notre Dame
apparel to the viewing and the funeral service and asks
that you share any memories or pictures that you may
have on the Facebook page: In Memory of Scott Novak
(fb.me/scottnovak320) that they will share with his fam-
ily and loved ones.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Alyssa and
Emily Novak for a college fund that will be set up in their
name. Donations may be made at any Unity Catholic
Federal Credit Union (main branch: 5839 Ridge Rd.,

Parma, OH 44129).

Visitation will be Wednesday, Aug. 15, from 2-8 p.m.
at Fortuna Funeral Home, 7076 Brecksville Rd. A Mass
of Christian burial will be Thursday at 10 a.m. at St. Leo
the Great Church, 4940 Broadview Rd., Cleveland.
Please meet at the church. Interment at Mapleshade
Cemetery in Independence.

St. Monica homecoming
picnic, raffle this Sunday

The St. Monica Homecoming Picnic and Raffle will be
held this Sunday, Aug. 19, on the grounds of St. Monica
Catholic Church, 13623 Rockside Rd., Garfield Heights,
beginning with an outdoor Mass under the tent at noon.
This will be followed by hours of entertainment includ-
ing music, a variety of games, delicious, inexpensive
food, and, of course, a raffle at 5 p.m.

"Over the past few years, the annual St. Monica Carni-
val has seen a decrease in attendance," said St. Monica
Pastor Fr. Thomas Haren. "With the population of St.
Monica Church aging, and with the amount of work
required to put on a three-day festival becoming a
hardship, we decided to hold a one-day Homecoming
Picnic and Raffle. August 19th was the date chosen for
this event as it is close to the Feast of St. Monica, the
patron Saint of our parish."

Tickets for the raffle are available on the parish front
lawn through August 17th from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
on Saturday, Aug. 18, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Cost of the
tickets is $5 each, or six for $25.

Prizes from the raffle total $11,000, with First Prize
being $7,500. There will be a big tent located next to the
pavilion so people can attend "rain or shine." All parish-
ioners, former alumni and members of the neighbor-
hood community are welcome to attend.

"The St. Monica Homecoming Picnic and Raffle might
not be as big as in its first 60 years, but it will still be a
wonderful event for all who choose to attend," Fr. Haren
said.
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REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

RENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENT

RENT HALLS RENT HALLS

HOME HEALTH CAREHOME HEALTH CARE

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

RENT APARTMENT

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT HOUSE RENT HOUSE

HELP WANTED

Garfield Heights wine distributor looking for
part-time warehouse/delivery. No weekends,
flexible hours, clean driving record, ability to
lift 40 pounds. Computer skills a plus. This is
an enjoyable environment for someone look-
ing for flexible, part-time hours. (440) 934-
6879.

RENT HOUSE

Slavic Village. 2 bedrooms down, $515. Off
street parking. No Section 8. No pets. (216)
520-2044.

Sebert Ave. Big 3 bedroom down. Updated.
Hardwood floors. Driveway parking. $650
month + $650 deposit. No Section 8. No
Eden. Pets okay. (440) 381-6336.

Fleet area. 2 bedroom up. Side-by-side. Ap-
pliances. $450 + deposit. (216) 262-3101.

E. 116th-Kinsman-Buckeye. 3 bedroom
single. No pets. No Section 8. Off street park-
ing. $650 + deposit + utilities. (216) 217-
8009, leave message.

10205 Anderson, Cleveland. Single home,
urban garden for rent. $595 + deposit. Con-
tact Veronica, (216) 441-5528.

E. 65th, 2 bedroom down. Large, updated.
High efficiency furnace. Driveway parking.
$550 month plus deposit. No Section 8.
(440) 381-6336.

Slavic Village 1 bedroom apt. Appliances
included. No pets. No Section 8. $440,
security, references. (330) 487-0833.

Apartments: Fleet, Warner, Union areas.
1-2-3 bedrooms. Starting at $600  plus
security deposit. Appliances. (216) 341-
2391.

One bedroom down, small, E. 69th & Fleet.
$360 + security. (216) 383-1441.

E. 79th & Wade Park. Double efficiency up.
Off street parking. No pets. No Section 8.
$350 monthly + deposit. (216) 217-8009,
leave message.

E. 116th-Kinsman-Buckeye. 1 bedroom up.
Off street parking. No pets. No Section 8.
$350 monthly + deposit. (216) 217-8009,
leave message.

Slavic Village apt. upstairs. Near Drugmart.
1 bedroom, living, dining, kitchen & bath-
room. Clean, quiet, secured, steam heated.
(216) 534-0401.

RENT ROOMS

Room available now. $350 plus key deposit.
Utilities and laundry included. (216) 581-
6082.

E. 71st-Lansing. $100/week. All utilities in-
cluded. Central air, WiFi, laundry on site.
Clean, quiet place. No drugs. (216) 798-
5949.

FOR SALE

Old, oval, glass-top coffee table and end
table. 2 dressers, 4-5 drawers. End table.
Small kitchen cabinet. Interested, call (216)
780-6209.

SALE AUTO

1992 Dodge Dakota. Solid. Club cab, V6 Mag-
num, automatic. Excellent tires. Low mile-
age. $1250. (216) 534-0401.

WANT TO BUY

By Amber Weisbarth

(The following information was obtained from filed
police reports and police dispatch logs.)

BEDFORD

Breaking & Entering

Several Bedford businesses reported their establish-
ments were broken into overnight between August 6th
and August 7th:

•Frank's Auto Service on Columbus Rd. reported
someone broke out a back window and stole $200 from
the business.

•Bethesda Baptist Church on Broadway Ave. reported
the glass door had been broken out but nothing was
stolen. A nearby landscaping company said surveillance
cameras may have captured the suspect.

•Uni Pro Painting, Inc. on Broadway Ave. reported
the back door had been broken in. An employee's
vehicle had been stolen and offices were ransacked.

•Universal Styles on Columbus Rd. reported the door
knob was broken off the back door and someone smashed
the cash register on the ground but it had been empty.
Nothing else was taken from the business.

CLEVELAND

Marijuana Grow Site

A marijuana grow site was discovered after fire officials
were called to a working fire in the 3500 block of Beyerle
Rd. on August 8th. Police and bomb squad units were
also called to the scene to investigate.

GARFIELD HTS.

Aggravated Robbery

A resident of McCracken Rd. told police he was walk-
ing home on August 9th, around 8:10 a.m., and was
confronted by two males on a mountain bike on Park
Hts. Ave. One of the males was sitting on the handle bars
of the bike and jumped off, pointed a gun at the man
and told him to get on the ground saying, "You know
what this is." The second male got off the bike and both
men went through the victim's pockets, taking his elec-
tronic tablet, $280 in cash and a gold chain from around
his neck. The males then fled on the bike, possibly to a
backyard on Park Hts. The victim then ran home to call
police. Officers searched the area with negative results.

B&E/Theft

Residents in the following neighborhoods reported
that their garages were broken into and lawn mowers
were stolen between August 11th and August 12th:
12900 block Silver Rd.; 10800 block Vernon Ave.; 4700
block E. 85th St. Also, a resident of the 12400 block
Southern Ave. said their garage was broken into and two
dirt bikes were stolen.

Criminal Damage/Theft from Auto

On August 10th, residents in the following neighbor-
hoods reported that their cars were broken into and
items were stolen overnight: Three residents in the
13100 block of Silver Rd. and one in the 13200 block of
Silver Rd.; 12400 block McCracken Rd.; 13100 block of
Oak St. Also, on August 7th, a resident of the 4600 block
of E. 85th St. said their car was broken into and a gun was
stolen.

Felonious Assault

A 54-year-old woman was arrested on August 9th, just
before 1 a.m., after admitting she stabbed her husband
in the chest in self defense at their home in the 13000

(Continued on Page 7)
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Community police reports
(Continued from Page 5)

block of Orme Rd. Police said the victim, 53, has an
extensive criminal history, including domestic violence
convictions. He also had an active warrant with the
Cuyahoga County Sheriff's Office. He was taken to
MetroHealth Medical Center and was in stable condition
at the time of the report. The woman was held on
investigation of felonious assault and domestic violence.

Shoplifting

The manager of Walgreens at Turney and Rockside
roads called police on August 9th, around 8 a.m., and
said a known shoplifter came into the store and stole
$500 worth of razors. A copy of surveillance camera
footage capturing the theft was sent to the Detective
Bureau for further investigation.

Weapon Offense

A juvenile girl was arrested after a struggle on August
11th after allegedly pointing a gun at a woman while
driving in separate vehicles on Valley Lane around
12:10 a.m. A check through LEADS confirmed the gun
had been entered stolen through Cleveland Clinic PD.

The victim said she has ongoing issues with the juve-

nile and has asked her not to be involved with her
daughter.

Charges pending through the Youth Bureau include
improper handling of a firearm in a motor vehicle,
receiving stolen property, resisting arrest, curfew and
operating a vehicle with no driver's license. She was
taken to the Juvenile Detention Center.

Cuy. County Board of
Elections to hold Job Fair

The Cuyahoga County Board of Elections is seeking
more than 300 people to fill full-time temporary posi-
tions to assist in the administration of the November 6,
2018 General Election.

There will be open interviews for a wide variety of
positions at a free Job Fair on Tuesday, Aug. 21, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Board of Elections, 2925 Euclid Ave.,
Cleveland, 44115. Applicants will be able to apply, com-
plete a skills assessment and be interviewed on the spot.

Registration before attending the event is strongly
recommended and will greatly streamline the process.
Applicants may register by visiting the "Employment"
page at www.443vote.com or by calling 216-443-6600.

"Working at the Board is a tremendous opportunity to
assist in the democratic process and receive election
administration training and skills," said Pat McDonald,
director of the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections.

"Holding a temporary job can be ideal for people who
are retired, who are students and for job seekers who
wish to earn money while continuing their search for
permanent employment. These positions are also a
great way for people to build their resumes," said
McDonald.

The jobs can last up to several weeks or months
depending on the assignment and department. Some
examples of duties performed by temporary employees
include proofing ballots, scanning, testing voting units,
opening mail, processing absentee applications, staff-
ing in-office early voting, preparing election-related
equipment and supplies, counting and packing voter
materials, providing customer service, and basic clerical
functions such as typing, data entry, filing, copying, and
answering phones, among other duties. To view all
open positions and job descriptions, visit the "Employ-
ment" page at www.443vote.com.

Applicants attending the job fair should register in
advance, dress professionally, have questions ready and
come prepared with several copies of their resume.
Applicants should also plan to allow extra time to apply
in person and complete a skills assessment.



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS PAGE 8WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2018

Dr. Tracy Ringo is pleased
to announce that Exclusively
Skin, specializing in the treat-
ment of skin diseases, has
opened up in Garfield
Heights at 9565 Midwest
Ave., Suite C.

Common issues treated in-
clude abscess/boils, acne, cel-
lulitis, dark spots/blemishes,
dry skin and scalp, eczema,
hair loss, mole removals, pso-
riasis, skin cancer screen-
ings, wart removal and many
more.

Dr. Ringo is a Cleveland
native who graduated from
Bedford High School and
was inducted into the
Bedford High School Hall
of Fame in 2003.

She is in the Ohio Army

Exclusively Skin opens
in Garfield Heights

Dr. Tracy Ringo

Advertisement

National Guard and is the
first African American fe-
male to reach the rank of
Colonel. She celebrates 30
years of service this year.

Contact  Exclusively Skin  at
216-508-6500 or visit website:
www.exclusively-skin.com.

BACK TO SCHOOL

IN GARFIELD HTS.

Classes in the Garfield Heights City Schools officially
resumed from summer recess yesterday as students large
and small returned to classrooms with excitement and
anticipation. Shown here with Superintendent Terry
Olszewski are three William Foster Elementary students,
from left: Brandon Culotta, Evan Jackson and Keyon
Johnson.

Sugar Artists

meet Monday
The monthly meeting of

the NorthCoast Sugar Art-
ists will be held on Monday,
Aug. 20, at 6:45 p.m. at the
Garfield Heights Civic Cen-
ter, 5407 Turney Rd. All are
welcome.

Rep. Marcia Fudge, local civic
leaders highlight workforce

development in libraries

U.S. Congresswoman
Marcia Fudge was the
keynote speaker last
Wednesday at a special
library symposium at
Rakuten OverDrive in
Garfield Heights.

Last Wednesday, August
8, Rep. Marcia Fudge, along
with a panel of Cleveland
area business and civic lead-
ers, discussed the role of
libraries in developing the
workforce at an event hosted

by Rakuten OverDrive at its
world headquarters in
Garfield Heights.

The symposium stressed
that today’s libraries are dy-
namic community hubs that
empower Ohio’s workforce
by offering employment ser-
vices to job seekers as well as
by promoting entrepreneur-
ship and lifelong learning.

In Cuyahoga County,
where the 5.7% unemploy-
ment rate lags behind the
national rate of 3.9%, Rep.
Fudge and panelists noted
libraries provide essential
services for job seekers, in-
cluding access to computers
and high-speed broadband
Internet for online applica-
tions and job searches, re-
sume writing assistance and
technology training.

The panel discussion,
moderated by WKYC-TV
anchor Russ Mitchell, fo-
cused on specific ways that

libraries are introducing
people to new skills and
connecting them with re-
sources to enhance their
careers and work prospects.
By partnering with busi-
nesses, not-for-profit orga-
nizations and government
at the federal, state and lo-
cal levels, libraries can pro-
vide opportunities for indi-
viduals and better contrib-
ute to their local economies.

Panelists included: Ryan
Burgess, Governor's Office
of Workforce Transforma-
tion; Shontel Brown,
Cuyahoga County Council;
Jeff Patterson, Cuyahoga
County Metropolitan Hous-
ing Authority; Denise Read-
ing, GetWorkerFit; and
Mick Munoz, Tri-C Veter-
ans Initiative.

Rep. Fudge, who serves on
the House Committee on
Education and the
Workforce, delivered the
keynote address. Senator
Rob Portman also presented
via a prerecorded video.

The event was sponsored
by the Cleveland Public Li-
brary, Cuyahoga County
Public Library, Ohio Library
Council, Rakuten OverDrive
and the American Library
Association.

CVGS to hold

Sept. meeting
The Cuyahoga Valley Ge-

nealogical Society (CVGS)
will meet Monday, Sept.
10, at 7 p.m., at its new
location, 3951 Perkins Ave.
in Cleveland.

"An Update on the
Cuyahoga County Archives"
will be presented by archi-
vist Judy Cetina. The
Cuyahoga County Archives
is an important record re-
pository for genealogists
and historians of the area.

CVGS, with the coopera-
tion of the Independence
Historical Society and the
city of Independence, has

published two volumes of
writings by Wesley Gaab, In-
dependence historian. Both
books are being sold by
CVGS at cuyahogavalley
gensociety@gmail.com.

They are also available
through the Independence
Civic Center and Indepen-
dence Historical Society.


