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Bank robbed in Garfield Commons
On Monday, April 29, at

about 3 p.m., an unknown
man entered First Federal
of Lakewood, 12648
Rockside Rd., Garfield
Heights, and presented a
demand note for money,
according to police. He was
given an undisclosed
amount of money and no
physical injuries were re-
ported.

This suspect may be re-
sponsible for the Ohio
Catholic Federal Credit
Union robbery in Garfield
Heights April 2, police said.

He is described as a clean-
shaven white male, possi-
bly between the ages of 45
to 52, about 6 feet tall, slen-
der build and short brown
hair, wearing dark sun-
glasses.

Anyone with information
regarding the identity of
the suspect is urged to call
the Cleveland FBI at 216-
522-1400, the Garfield
Heights Police Department

Bank robbery suspect

Services for Tony Zajac
Funeral services will be

held this Saturday, May 4,
for Tony Zajac, 76, of Slavic
Village, former banker and
executive assistant to Ward
12 Councilman Tony
Brancatelli.

Mr. Zajac passed away on
April 16.

Visitation will be held
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Sat-
urday at St. Monica Catho-
lic Church, 13623 Rockside
Rd., Garfield Heights, fol-
lowed at 9:30 a.m. by a fu-
neral Mass at the church.

at 216-475-1234 or Crime
Stoppers at 216-252-7463.
Reward money is available
for information leading to

the successful identification
and prosecution of the in-
dividual responsible. Tips
can remain anonymous.

Dump truck gets stuck
under E. 49 St. bridge

Yesterday at about 7:40 a.m., a dump truck heading
south on East 49th Street in Slavic Village had its bed
raised while driving, causing it to wedge underneath
the pedestrian bridge just north of Fleet Avenue,
reports Joe Linsky, community engagement
coordinator of Slavic Village Development. Crews
closed the right two lanes of I-77 north and south
between Fleet and Pershing avenues and worked with
United Towing, G&M Towing and the city of Cleveland
for more than two hours to strategically maneuver the
truck to safety without damaging the bridge. There is
some minor damage to the bridge that does not impact
its structural integrity, according to Amanda
McFarland, public information officer for ODOT
District 12.                                      Photo by Joe Linsky

Arrangements were by Vito Nero Funeral Home.

He was the loving cousin of Mrs. Sandra Skerbec (Mel),
second cousin to Joe Skerbec (wife Chris, daughter
Samantha), Gayle Rockwell (Andy), Dan Skerbec, David
Skerbec, and nephew to William Zajac (deceased) (wife
Eleanor, daughter Cheryl), and Paul Zajac and daugh-
ters Diane and Sharon.

Donations in Tony's memory can be made to the Zajac
Reforesting Slavic Village Fund, c/o Slavic Village De-
velopment, 5620 Broadway Ave., Cleveland, OH 44127.

Hydrant
flushing in
Maple Hts.
The Maple Heights Fire

Department will begin
flushing fire hydrants
throughout the city dur-
ing the month of May.

The schedule will be
Monday through Friday
from 9 to 11:30 a.m., and
from 1 to 4 p.m., weather
permitting. This will con-
tinue until all hydrants
have been completed.

Please check to see if
the water is rusty before
drinking the water, be-
ginning food prepara-
tion or laundry. If it is,
Cleveland Water recom-
mends that you do not
flow any water including
flushing toilets for one
hour.

For more information,
email to: areed@maple
heightsohio.comBedford High appoints

new head football coach

The Bedford Board of
Education has appointed
Charles H. Saulter II as
head football coach of
Bedford High School ef-
fective March 21.

"We are excited to have
Mr. Saulter as the head
football coach for Bedford
High School," said Andrea
Celico, superintendent of
Bedford City School Dis-
trict. "Mr. Saulter has a
wealth of experience to sup-
port his knowledge of the
game. He also believes in
the importance of charac-

Coach Charles Saulter II

ter, which the Bedford City
Schools take pride in in-
stilling in our students. I
believe Mr. Saulter will be a
great role model for our
athletes and will lead our
students to victory both on
and off the field."

Currently a social studies
teacher at Orange High
School, Saulter has eight
years of experience coach-
ing football, beginning his
coaching career as assistant
varsity football coach for
Chippewa High School in
Wayne County. He then
served as varsity running
backs coach for GlenOak
High School in the Plain
Local Schools in Stark
County. He was offensive
coordinator /rece ivers
coach for both Brush High
School in the South Euclid
Lyndhurst Schools and for
Revere High School in the
Revere Local Schools.

(Continued on Page 2)

A Cleveland man has been charged with aggravated
robbery and felonious assault in the Slavic Village Little
Caesar's robbery that occurred Friday, April 20, accord-
ing to court records.

Martez Gordon, 27, is being held in the Cuyahoga
County Jail on $100,000 bond. A preliminary hearing is
set for May 6 at 9 a.m.

 Gordon is one of the suspects in the robbery at 7310
Harvard Ave., according to the police report. During
the incident, three men came into the store wearing face
masks and pointed handguns at employees. A male
employee pulled a gun from his waistband and began to
shoot at the suspects. The suspects ran to the back of the
store, using the female employees as human shields and
returned gunfire. The male employee was shot in the
left arm and told police he heard one of the suspects say,
"He shot me!"

The male employee drove himself to MetroHealth
Hospital. Officers learned another man had arrived at
St. Vincent Charity Medical Center with gunshot wounds
to his legs. He was later transferred to MetroHealth.

Police interviewed the man, later identified as Gordon,
who said he was shot during a dice game in the area of East
79th and Woodland Avenue. He was listed as Suspect No.
2 on the police report related to the incident.

Suspect charged in Little
Caesar’s robbery in S.V.
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Bedford High appoints
(Continued from Page 1)

From March 2017 to the present, he has served as wide
receivers coach for Case Western Reserve University.

Saulter is a graduate of Canton Central Catholic High
School. He earned a bachelor's degree in history from
the University of Dayton and a master's degree in
education from Kent State University. He played foot-
ball in both high school and college.

"I am extremely humbled and blessed to be a part of
the Bedford community," Saulter said. "This position is
truly a dream come true for me. I look forward to

meeting parents and community members. I also look
forward to continuing to build high levels of character
in our young men, as well as having much success on
Friday nights!"

Steals car, shoots at police
Officers responded to a call for an aggravated robbery

of a motor vehicle at the Greater Gospel Temple at 2408
East 83rd Street on April 28 at about 9:15 a.m., accord-
ing to a Cleveland police report. The 83-year-old fe-
male victim reported that her black Ford Taurus was
taken at gunpoint by a black male.

She said she was sitting in her vehicle out in front of the
church when a man knocked on the passenger side
window. He then walked around the front of her car
while pointing a silver firearm at her and told her to get
out of the car or he would kill her. The woman got out
of the vehicle and went into the church, where she called
police. The suspect sped south on East 83rd Street, and
the vehicle information was broadcast over police radio.

At about 11:10 a.m., officers responded to another call at
the Fleet Avenue Super Wash laundromat at 6207 Fleet
Ave. for a male driving a black Ford Taurus who was
threatening a woman with a gun, according to the police
report. The victim stated that while she was doing her
laundry, a man came in and performed lewd acts in front
of her. The victim told the man she was going to call the
police. The man threatened to shoot her and exited the
laundromat, then went to the car and waved his gun at her
from outside the laundromat in a threatening manner.

A short time later officers spotted the vehicle and
began pursuit, according to the report. Members of the
Bureau of Traffic, the Fourth District, the Canine Unit
and the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority
Police Department were involved in the pursuit.

While the suspect fled police the stolen vehicle sustained
damage and caught fire, according to the report. The
suspect ran from the vehicle and officers pursued on foot.
The suspect produced a handgun and began firing at the
officers, who returned fire and hit the suspect multiple
times. The suspect was taken to University Hospital.

Per protocol, the investigation relative to the shooting
incident will be conducted by the Cuyahoga County
Sheriff's Office. The officers will be placed on adminis-
trative leave with pay for at least three days.
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Rockside Road bridge
in Maple Hts. now
open to two-way traffic

By Judith Goldsworth

The Rockside Road bridge in Maple Heights, scene of
a significant water main break in early April, is now
open to two-way traffic, one lane in each direction, while
repairs to the bridge are ongoing, Maple Heights Mayor
Annette Blackwell said Monday.

The bridge at Pennsylvania Avenue, also in close
proximity to the Maple Heights-Bedford border and
the busy intersection of Rockside Road and Broadway
Avenue in Bedford, had to be closed down for about two
weeks while the bridge structure and roadway were
being assessed.

A 30-inch Cleveland Water Department main just west
of the bridge over the Norfolk and Southern Railroad
tracks broke the evening of Wednesday, April 10, send-
ing a deluge of water onto the roadway, bridge and
surrounding area resulting in the closure of a portion of
Rockside Road and necessitating detours.

Once the repairs to the main are completed, normal
restoration to two lanes of traffic each way will be
maintained.

Men robbed, one shot near
East 52nd in Slavic Village

On Saturday, April 27, at about 6:10 p.m., officers
responded to the 3600 block of East 52nd Street in
Slavic Village for a report of a man shot in the right foot,
according to a police report. Officers did not find any
suspects or shell casings but noticed a lot of blood on the
sidewalk. The victim was at MetroHealth Hospital.

Officers went to the hospital and spoke with the man
who had been shot in the foot. He stated that he and a
friend went to the BP Gas Station on Fleet Avenue to
meet up with a girl but could not find her. They then
went north on East 50th Street to look for her. They

turned east on Kirkham Avenue when two unknown
men approached them. The men pulled out black guns
and told them to get on the ground. One of the men
punched the victim in his left eye.

One of the suspects took the victim's wallet containing
his driver's license, cell phone, Social Security card,
birth certificate and $150 in cash. The man then shot
him in the right foot, according to the police report.

The victim's attending physician said that he had a
broken bone in his right foot and possible hairline
fractures along his left eye. Police took the bullet frag-
ment from the foot as evidence.

The victim's friend gave a similar story, saying that
during the incident an unknown man kicked him in the
rib area to get him to roll over, then took his wallet,
which contained his driver's license and $200 to $300 in
cash. He also said that one of the men put the gun to the
back of his head, but that a woman from across the street
yelled at the men to stop, according to the police report.
The men then fled the scene eastbound on East 52nd
Street.

The first suspect is a black male with a gap in his front
teeth standing 5'11" and wearing a black hoodie with a
white stripe across the sleeve, black pants and black
Nike shoes.

The second suspect is a light-skinned black male with
a scar on his right eyebrow standing 5'5" and wearing a
navy blue hoodie and tan Timberland boots, according
to the report.

Genealogical Society meets
The Cuyahoga Valley Genealogical Society meeting

will be held on Monday, May 6, at 7 p.m. at the
Independence Civic Center, Willow Room, 6353 Selig
Blvd., Independence. Tom Neel will present “Until
Death Do Us Part: An Examination of the Marriage and
Divorce Laws of the 1800s.” Call President Bobbi
Hamm, 330-225-0890, for more information.

Newburgh Hts. police remind
pedestrians not to cross I-77

Since the closure of the Harvard Avenue Bridge at I-77,
the Newburgh Heights Police Department has received a
number of complaints of pedestrians cutting across I-77.

Police would like to remind pedestrians that not only is
this illegal, but it also presents a significant danger to both
the individual walking and the motorists traveling on the
freeway. Officers are patrolling the areas in an effort to
stop this activity, said Police Chief John T. Majoy.
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Bedford Police Depart-
ment’s K9 Luca has received
a bullet and stab protective
vest thanks to a charitable
donation from nonprofit or-
ganization Vested Interest
in K9s, Inc. Luca’s vest is
sponsored by Cherdon
Gates of Westerville, OH and
is embroidered with the sen-
timent “Born to Love-
Trained to Serve-Loyal Al-
ways."

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc.
is a 501c (3) charity whose
mission is to provide bullet
and stab protective vests and
other assistance to dogs of
law enforcement and related
agencies throughout the
United States. It was estab-
lished in 2009 to assist law
enforcement agencies with
this potentially lifesaving
body armor for their four-
legged K-9 officers. Since
its inception, Vested Inter-
est in K9s, Inc. has pro-
vided over 3,200 protective
vests in 50 states, through
private and corporate dona-
tions, at a value of $5.7 mil-
lion.

The program is open to
dogs actively employed in

Bedford PD’s K-9 officer
gets body armor donation

The Bedford Police
Department's newest K-9
shows off his new body
armor. K9 Luca is a 2-year-
old German Shepherd and
assigned to Ptlm. Dave
Kempski.

the U.S. with law enforce-
ment or related agencies who
are certified and at least 20
months of age. New K-9
graduates, as well as K-9s
with expired vests, are eli-
gible to participate.

The donation to provide
one protective vest for a law
enforcement K-9 is $950.
For more information or to
learn about volunteer op-
portunities, please call 508-
824-6978 or visit
www.vik9s.org.

Shooting death of 1-year-old

Indicted in large drug conspiracy

A Maple Heights man and 19 others were indicted in a
conspiracy to obtain large amounts of heroin, fentanyl
and fentanyl analogues and sell the drugs to customers on
the west side of Cleveland.

Travon Gales, 24, of Maple Heights, was named in the
27-count indictment on one count of conspiracy to
distribute and possess with intent to distribute heroin,
fentanyl and fentanyl analogue and firearms crimes.

According to the indictment, two Sheffield Lake resi-
dents obtained quantities of heroin, fentanyl and fentanyl
analogues, which they sold to Gales and other dealers and
customers in Cleveland. Gales and others then sold
heroin and fentanyl to others mentioned in the indict-
ment, who went on to resell the drugs.

Gales and others carried firearms to protect themselves,
their drugs and their drug proceeds. The conspiracy took
place between September 2017 and April 2019, according
to the indictment.

The mother of a 10-year-old boy who police suspect
fatally shot a 1-year-old boy appeared in Cleveland
Municipal Court last Friday, April 26.

The mother is charged with obstructing justice and
endangering children. She was released on bond and

court-supervised release. The case was bound over to the
grand jury of the Cuyahoga County Court of Common
Pleas for further proceedings. The 10-year-old has not
been charged.

On April 20 at approximately 6:20 p.m., officers re-
sponded to an address in the 14200 block of Rexwood
Avenue in Cleveland near the Garfield Heights border for
a shooting incident involving a 1-year-old male victim,
according to Cleveland police. The child was transported
from the residence to MetroHealth Medical Center for
treatment. He was pronounced deceased at the hospital.
The matter remains under investigation.
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RENT APARTMENT

RENT APARTMENT

CRAFT FAIRREAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

HOME HEALTH CAREHELP WANTED HOME HEALTH CARE

RENT  HOUSE RENT  HOUSE

RENT HOUSE

2 bedroom down. Garfield Blvd. area. Pay all
utilities. No Section 8. $600 + first and last
month. (216) 554-2086.

RENT APARTMENT

First floor of house or an upstairs apart-
ment. One or two bedrooms, spacious
kitchen. Dining/living room & bathroom.
Partially furnished. Clean, quiet, secure.
(216) 534-0401.

E. 65th & Fleet. 4 rooms down. Refrigera-
tor & stove included. $400/month. Pay
own utilities. No pets. Private parking in
rear. (216) 334-9135.

RENT EFFICIENCY

Slavic Village area efficiency apartment.
$500 + deposit, heat included. (440) 263-
5146.

RENT  HALLSRENT  HALLS

RENT ROOMS

E. 71st - Lansing. $100/week. All utilities
included. Central air, WiFi, laundry on site.
Clean, quiet place. No drugs. (440) 381-
6336.

WANT TO BUY

CASH FOR ACCORDIONS. (216) 475-4751.

FOR SALE

Chihuahua puppies. 11 weeks old. $250.
Call 440-232-8380 after 1:00 p.m.

WANT TO BUY

GARAGE SALE

9700 Gleeson Drive off Canal Road. May 2 -
3 - 4, 9am - 5pm. Household, jewelry, Avon,
toys, miscellaneous.

CRAFT FAIR

FLEA MARKET FLEA MARKET

RUMMAGE SALE RUMMAGE SALE

HOME HEALTH CARE

Affordable home care services. New client
special: One hour free. 24-hour RN on staff.
Certified caregivers. All staff have back-
ground checks. Call us! You'll be glad you
did! 1-800-414-5124.

RENT APARTMENT

RENT APARTMENT

Apartments: Fleet, Warner, Union areas. 1-2-3
bedrooms. Starting at $600  plus security deposit.
Appliances. (216) 341-2391.

Easton Ave., Cleveland. 3 bedroom, up-
stairs. Freshly remodeled. $750 month.
No pets. (216) 721-5110.

2003 F-150 XLT Lariat, Supercab, Automatic,
2 WD. 151K miles. Runs plus looks great!
Many new parts. $5,900 OBO. Call Mike (440)
724-9320.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Automotive technician/mechanic with
minimum 5 years experience in general
repairs on all makes/models. Located in
Brooklyn Heights. M-F., $12-$15 per hour.
Call (216) 214-8654.

Residential cleaning position. Part-time,
days. No weekends! No evenings! (216) 661-
9053.

Salesperson/Laborer needed. Daily pay. (216)
785-4683 or (216) 538-6439.
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Garfield Heights
Burglary

On April 9 at about 1:30 p.m., officers responded to the
8300 block of Grand Division Avenue for a burglary report.
The resident said he left his home between 12:30 p.m. and
1:30 p.m. while his wife was outside doing yard work in the
backyard. When he returned, he noticed a door on the east
side of the home that is normally closed was slightly open.
He checked the door and discovered that the screen door
was open but still locked. He then went to the bedroom and
discovered that the drawer of his night stand was slightly
open and that someone had removed his firearm, a black
Bersa .380. The gun was kept inside an olive green zip-up
carrying case. Along with the gun, two loaded magazines
were missing. There were no signs of forced entry and no
apparent evidence on the scene.

OVIs

•On April 27 at about 11:15 p.m., an officer noticed a
vehicle impeding traffic southbound on Turney Road at
Garfield Boulevard. The vehicle was stopped at a green light
and not moving. The officer pulled next to the vehicle and
noticed the driver was asleep. The officer activated her lights
and sirens, and another officer arrived and placed his
cruiser in front of the car. After officers tapped on the glass
several times, the driver woke up. He appeared to be in a
confused state and put the vehicle in park. Officers removed

the keys. The driver had the odor of alcoholic beverages on
his person, and he refused standardized field sobriety tests.
He was placed under arrest without incident and refused a
BAC test. He was charged with OVI, impeding the flow of
traffic and improper handling of a firearm.

•On April 26 at about 12:30 a.m., officers responded to the
4800 block of East 84th Street for a report of a vehicle that
struck a parked car. Both parties confirmed that one of the
men struck the left-rear of the other man's vehicle, which was
parked and unoccupied at the time. Officers noted a strong
odor of alcoholic beverage coming from the driver who
struck the vehicle. He initially said that mechanical failure
was the cause of the accident but then admitted to looking
down at his phone. He failed standardized field sobriety
tests and was arrested without incident. His BAC test at the
jail yielded a .211. He was charged with OVI, prohibited
BAC and failure to control.

•On April 18 at about 8:20 a.m., officers responded to the
area of Wadsworth Ave. and 110th Street for a hit/skip
accident. One of the vehicles had fled the scene and was
traced to an address in the 17000 block of Maple Heights.
Blvd. Officers went to the address and spoke to the resident,
who admitted to driving the vehicle. While speaking to the
man, officers noticed he appeared disheveled and confused
and had an odor of alcoholic beverage coming from him.
After a field sobriety test, the man was arrested for operating
under the influence of alcohol. At the station, he submitted
to a breath test with a result of .188 BAC. He was cited for stop
sign violation, hit/skip, OVI and testing above .17 BAC.

Stolen vehicles

•On April 18 at about 7:15 p.m., officers responded to the
14100 block of Cranwood Park Boulevard for a report of a
motorcycle theft from a resident's garage.

•On April 17 at about 10:45 a.m., officers responded to the

12300 block of Oakpark Blvd. for a report of a stolen vehicle.
The woman said the vehicle was stolen while she was on
vacation between 10 p.m. April 13 and 10:45 a.m. April 17.
She also stated her vehicle had been broken into several
times previously.

•On April 15 at about 2:20 p.m., a man came to the station
to report that his vehicle had been stolen from the 4500
block of E. 126th Street. The man stated that between 11
p.m. April 8 and 3 p.m. April 9, an unknown person took
his red Chevrolet Silverado pickup truck from the driveway
of his residence.

Cleveland
Aggravated robbery

On April 23 at about 5:50 p.m., officers responded to
Metro PCS at 9312 Harvard Ave. for a report of an attempted
armed robbery. When police arrived, there was a man laying
behind the register/counter area who was bleeding and
having trouble talking. The man was transferred to
MetroHealth Hospital.

The store owner said the man entered the store and stated
that he wanted to pay his phone bill. He began saying some
numbers while walking toward the register, then produced
a black handgun and said, "Don't move." The owner
removed his firearm and shot at the man three times. The
man fell to the ground, and the owner kicked the firearm
away from him. The owner held the man at gunpoint until
officers arrived.

Video footage from the store matched the owner's account
of the events. The owner said the store had been robbed at
gunpoint about eight times in the last year.

The man was treated for gunshot wounds to his left upper
leg, right side stomach and right hand and was in stable
condition.
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On Friday, April 26, at
about 3:38 p.m., Maple
Heights police received a
report of shots fired in the
area of Hillgrove Avenue.

Upon arrival officers spoke
to a male victim who stated
he was in his driveway when
two young, male juveniles
approached him. The boys
distracted him while two
teenage males approached
from the backyard. They were
armed with handguns and
robbed him of his car keys
and cell phone. The victim
stated one of the males fired
a shot at him as they ran
toward Prayner Avenue.

The victim followed the
four males westbound on
Franklin Road. One of them
fired four additional rounds
in the victim's direction.
They fled southbound

M.H. police searching for robbery suspects

Robbery suspect

through the backyards. No
one was injured in this inci-
dent, and the identity of the
suspects is still under inves-
tigation.

One of the teenage males
had on a red hoodie and
dark-colored pants. The
other teenage male had on a
grey hoodie with blue jeans.
Both had their hoods con-
cealing their faces.

One of the young juvenile
males had on a black hooded
sweater and black pants. The
second younger juvenile
male had on a red hooded
sweater and light-colored
pants.

If anyone can identify the
males or has any informa-
tion related to this case, con-
tact the Maple Heights Po-
lice Department at 216-662-
1234 or the Maple Heights

Detective Bureau at 216-587-
9624 or Detectives@mhpd-
ohio.com or Crime  Stop-
pers.

G.H. offers
garden plots

The growing season is here
and Garfield Heights offers
three community garden
sites for people interested
in having plots.

An information meeting
about the Community Gar-
den Program is set for 6
p.m. on Monday, May 6, at
the Garfield Heights Civic
Center, 5407 Turney Rd.
For additional details, con-
tact Karyn Andel at 216-
475-5384 or kandel@
garfieldhts.org.

The Kiwanis Club of Garfield Heights held its 5th
annual empty bowl event, Souper Bowls for Hunger, last
Thursday at Garfield Heights High School to raise money
for local food pantries.

Shown working in the kitchen at the event are, from left:
Andy Kelly, a volunteer at Ss. Peter & Paul Hunger
Kitchen, and Kiwanians Gary Wolske, Garfield Heights
School Board member, Councilman Mike Nenadovich
and Sherry Hondzynski of Boulevard Convenient

The annual 2019 Garfield
Heights National Day of
Prayer is scheduled for Thurs-
day, May 2, with this year's
theme "Love One Another."
The main venue for the
citywide prayer gathering will
be Garfield Heights United
Methodist Church, 4977
Turney Rd., Garfield Hts., at
10 a.m. with host pastor
Daniel Drew. All are welcome
to attend, participate and
engage in fellowship.

Jones Road Family Devel-
opment will hold a rummage
sale this Friday, May 3, from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Satur-
day, May 4, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m., at Jones Road Chapel,
8000 Jones Rd., Cleveland.
The last hour will be fill-a-
bag for $2.

G.H. Annual

Day of Prayer

Rummage
SalePhoto by Michael Psenicka

STOCKING THE

PANTRIES


