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PNC Bank to close
Garfield Hts. branch

PNC Bank announced in a letter to its customers last
Friday that the branch located at 4805 Turney Rd.,
Garfield Heights, will close on Nov. 18, 2022, and be
combined with the branch in Cleveland at 7101 Broad-
way Ave., at E. 71 St.

The letter said the closure was made after a study of the
effectiveness of the Garfield Heights location  and other
branches based on its physical capacity and the number
of customers at that location.

"Our intent is that you will be able to continue banking
at the Garfield Heights branch until 3 p.m. on Nov. 18,
2022, when the location is scheduled to permanently
close," the letter from PNC Market Manager Drew R.
Martin said.

It further noted that "uncertainty related to the COVID-
19 pandemic could impact the planned process for this
transition. We will do everything we can to communi-
cate changes with you."

Cleveland Browns lineman Joel Bitonio recently
donated more than 100 bookbags stuffed with school
supplies for kindergarten through 5th grade students
in the Garfield Heights City Schools. He is shown here
with Ah'Justyce Reed, a fifth grader at Elmwood
Elementary.

Browns lineman visits
GHHS with supplies for
K-5 back-to-schoolers

K-5 students in the Garfield Heights City Schools
received an extra boost of energy and excitement Monday
courtesy of Cleveland Browns offensive lineman Joel
Bitonio, who visited Garfield Heights High School to
donate back-to-school supplies and backpacks.

Greeting students at the high school gym, he donated
about 100 backpacks filled with school supplies to the
students, expressing his gratitude to the teachers, staff
members, students and the entire Garfield Heights City
Schools family for their anticipated hard work this school
year.

Bitonio’s visit was, in part, a collaboration with the
Cleveland Browns’ "Stay in the Game" network, that helps
to prioritize student attendance by connecting resources
aimed at tackling absenteeism.

GHPD gets $1.3 million in
state funds to fight crime

The Garfield Heights Police Department has been
awarded $1.3 million for advanced crime analysis and
new technology to help identify repeat offenders and
hotspots for crime.

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine announced last Thursday the
seventh round of law enforcement agencies in the state
receiving grant funds totaling $8.5 million as part of his
Ohio Violent Crime Reduction Grant Program.

“Many law enforcement agencies across Ohio are facing
an increase in resignations and a decrease in new appli-
cants to fill those vacant positions, which has a direct
impact on the safety of their communities," said DeWine.
“I am committed to supporting agencies that need help
filling their ranks so that they can effectively protect their
citizens and themselves."

Garfield Heights Mayor Matt Burke thanked Police
Chief Mark Kaye and Deputy Chief Dale Merchant and
their team for their "hard work and dedication in apply-
ing for this important safety grant." Burke also extended
his appreciation to Gov. DeWine "for awarding the $1.3
million grant funding to help keep our community safe!"

 G.H. picnic postponed
Due to the rainy weather Sunday, the Big Summer

Picnic at the Garfield Heights Civic Center parking lot
had to be postponed.

The city will announce a new festival date soon. We'll
keep you posted!

NHPD responds to hit/skip
The Newburgh Heights Police Department responded

to a report of a hit/skip crash on Harvard Ave., involving
a stolen vehicle last Wed., Aug. 17, at about 10:19 a.m.

Officers began checking the area for the vehicle, which
was reported to be a silver 2018 Kia Sportage that was
reported stolen out of Lakewood. About 10:30 a.m., a
Newburgh Heights officer spotted the stolen Kia Sportage
driving on Fleet Ave., near E. 49 St.

The vehicle proceeded south on Independence Rd., a
dead-end street, turned around and was observed by the
NHPD officer as the suspect vehicle approached him.
The officer attempted to stop the car and the driver
complied. After the officer got out of the cruiser the
suspect vehicle accelerated and tried to flee from the
officer, who had to jump out of the way to avoid being hit.

The officer fired his service weapon at the vehicle, but
by all known accounts did not strike it or the two
occupants. When the vehicle fled, it also struck the police
cruiser causing minor damage.

The Sportage fled onto Fleet Ave. The driver was later
captured by Cleveland police, according to a post from 19
News. The officer was uninjured.

''State of Bedford' address
The annual "Bedford State of the City" address," pre-

sented by Mayor Stan Koci and City Manager Mike
Mallis, will be held next Tuesday, Aug. 30, at 12:30 p.m.,
at the Ellenwood Center, 145 Ellenwood Ave., Bedford.

The presentation is free, but those wishing to have lunch
at noon before the address can visit: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/bedford-state-of-the-city-address-
tickets-403417290977. Cost is $16 per person and dead-
line for signups is Wed., Aug. 24.

Special Maple Heights
Council meeting set for
tonight for vote on Road
Repair Program resolution

By Judith Goldsworth

A special Maple Heights Council meeting will be held
tonight, Wednesday, Aug. 24, at 7 p.m., at the Maple
Heights Senior Center, 15901 Libby Rd., as announced
by Council President Ron Jackson yesterday, to recon-
sider legislation authorizing a contract for the 2022
Roadway Repair Program in the city.

The resolution, which failed to pass an emergency vote
at council's Wednesday, Aug. 3, meeting was reintro-
duced to council under a different number and has
already undergone first and second readings only, with
no vote taken, at two special meetings held last week,
Council Clerk Leonette Cicirella confirmed yesterday.

Earlier this month council failed to pass the resolution
to authorize a contract for the repair work with Special-
ized Construction at a cost of $988,270.

Mayor Annette Blackwell has expressed her strong
support of completing the first phase of the three-year
road repair program, estimated to cost about $3 million
over the years 2022, 2023 and 2024.

Tonight's special meeting will be open to the public. It
will also be accessible via the ZOOM app, either by going
to the ZOOM site on a computer, tablet or smartphone,
and entering Meeting ID number 845 0116 7150, and
Passcode number 321287; or by telephone by dialing 1-
312-626-6799 and entering the same Meeting ID number
and Passcode number, according to the announcement of
the meeting.
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Fate of State Rep. Shayla Davis entering House
District 18 race to be decided by secretary of state

State Rep. Shayla L. Davis has enough valid petition
signatures to enter the race for State House District 18 on
the Nov. 8 ballot, but whether she will qualify to run as a
nonpartisan candidate has still not been decided.

The Cuyahoga County Board of Elections certified her
petitions earlier this month, but Shalira Taylor, a Repub-
lican write-in candidate for the House District 18 seat,
submitted a protest on Aug. 9, to the Board of Elections
against "a seating member of the Ohio House Democrat
Caucus, Shayla Davis, being allowed to seek the state
house seat an independent candidate."

On Monday morning the Board of Elections met to
consider the merits of Taylor's protest and voted along
party lines, 2 for and 2 against letting Davis run as an
independent. Board of Election spokesman Mike West
said the final decision will be made by Secretary of State
Frank LaRose.

Davis was appointed to her current House District 11
seat in Feb. 2022. The newly constructed District 18
includes Garfield Heights, Maple Heights, all of Cleve-
land Wards 2 and 4, and portions of Cleveland Wards 1,
5, 6 and 12. She is a former councilwoman for the city of
Garfield Heights.

St. Therese to mark 95th
anniversary at Parish Picnic

All past and present parishioners and friends of St.
Therese Church in Garfield Heights are invited to its
annual Parish Picnic on Sunday, Sept. 11, at Klima’s
Gardens on E. 71 St., in Cuyahoga Heights, this year
celebrating 95 years as a parish.

Included with the ticket price of $10.00 is an All
American Cookout offering hamburgers, hotdogs, baked
beans and potato salad. Beverages, beer and ice cream will
be available for purchase. There will also be basket raffles,
Sideboard raffles and the parish raffle with a grand prize
of $2000.

The celebration begins at noon with an outdoor Mass
celebrated by Bishop Roger Gries followed by lunch,
which will be served from 1-3 p.m. Entertainment will be
from 2-4 p.m., under the pavilion with Rick & Sharona
performing songs from the Brat Pack, Motown era and
more.

Tickets are advance sale only and will be available after
Masses this weekend and next and at the parish office
during regular business hours. No tickets will be sold at
the gate. Contact St. Therese Church at 216-581-2852 for
more information.
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Hearing stayed; parties ordered to mediation in
Bedford's fight to keep local UH hospital open
The city of Bedford and University Hospitals will

continue meeting about the future of the University
Hospitals’ Bedford facility, according to a news release
last week from Lesic and Camper Communications, a
public relations firm based in Cleveland and Columbus.

Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Judge Steven E. Gall
met with attorneys from both parties for more than an
hour Aug. 16. He then told those in the courtroom that
the hearing has been stayed until Sept. 20, at 1:30 p.m.,
noting, “This is an important issue. We have had some
preliminary discussions and it is our hope that the parties
can come to an amicable solution.”

Judge Gall said he will be available to mediate the discus-
sion as needed, with mediation to occur at the courthouse.

To address the staffing shortages and optimize limited
resources, UH announced on July 14, it would move its
inpatient, surgical and emergency services at UH Bedford
and UH Richmond medical centers, effective Aug 12, to
its facilities at UH Ahuja, Geauga, Lake West, TriPoint,
Beachwood, Geneva and Conneaut medical centers. How-
ever, local physician services provided at the campuses
would continue.

Emergency Department services would shift from UH
Bedford and UH Richmond campuses to nearby facilities
at UH Ahuja (6.2 miles) and UH Lake West (6.1 miles),
respectively.  Inpatient services would be available at UH
Ahuja, UH Lake West, UH TriPoint and UH Geauga
medical centers.

“We’re very pleased with today’s outcome and look
forward to having genuine, substantive discussions with
University Hospitals’ leadership about providing neces-
sary medical services to the residents of Bedford and our
neighboring communities,” said Bedford City Manager
Mike Mallis. “Judge Gall understands it is a very impor-
tant issue. We are grateful he scheduled this hearing so
quickly and for his desire to help us find resolution.”

The hearing came as a result of a complaint for money
damages and a motion for a temporary restraining order
the city of Bedford filed against University Hospitals on
Aug. 11. City leaders said UH’s decision, issued with just
30-days notice, is creating a medical desert in communi-
ties where the majority of residents are African-American,
economically disadvantaged, elderly and on Medicaid.

Earlier, Bedford Mayor Stan Koci indicated that UH
had put the residents of Bedford, Bedford Heights,
Oakwood Village, Walton Hills, Maple Heights and
others in immediate and serious danger by closing Bedford
Hospital’s emergency room.

City Manager Mallis has pointed out that UH’s closure
of Bedford Hospital has increased ambulance times,
resulting in the potential of exacerbated injuries and
increased morbidity and mortality rates for its residents.

In addition to the temporary restraining order, city leaders
have also filed a formal complaint with several federal offices
alleging “redlining, racial discrimination and breach of
the civil rights of the city of Bedford’s citizens.”

Back to School Festival
Fountain of Grace Ministries will hold its North Broadway

Back to School Festival this Saturday, Aug. 27, from 1-4
p.m., at Barkwill Park and Playground, Cleveland, with
back packs, school supplies, free food and free uniforms.
Resource tables needed. Call Pastor Al Lewis, 216-673-4764.

NN 'Freebies' offered
The Neighborhood News has two free tickets to give

away to the St. Therese Church Parish Picnic, being held
on Sept. 11, at Klima's Grove in Cuyahoga Heights. Just
stop in to The Neighborhood News office, 8613 Garfield
Blvd., Garfield Heights, during regular business hours
and enter to win. Deadline to enter the raffle is Tuesday,
Sept. 6, at 5 p.m.
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GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

YARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALE

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

RENT GARAGERENT GARAGERENT GARAGERENT GARAGERENT GARAGE RENT GARAGERENT GARAGERENT GARAGERENT GARAGERENT GARAGE

Fridayand Saturday, August 26-
27, 9 am - 3pm. Household items,
sewing i tems,  too ls ,  te lescope,
bakery mixer and miscellaneous.
12995 Hathaway Rd., Garfield Hts.

27” Ted Williams Bicycle. 5-speed.
Excellent condition. $80. One h.p.
a i r  compressor wi th two hoses.
Excellent condition, works, $100.
(216) 385-0732.

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

4652 E.  104 St . ,  o f f  Robinson,
Garfield Hts. Wednesday thru Fri-
day, Noon - 6pm. Clothes, purses,
jackets, home decor, rugs, TV, car
ramps, kids games, playpen and
much more! Stop by and browse!

Residential cleaning position. 2-4
days per week. Must be depend-
able. (216) 661-9049.

Help Wanted - Cash paid! $10-$20/
hour. House clean-outs. Miscella-
neous property duties. (216) 355-
5867.



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS PAGE 5WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2022

Ribboncutting at new Goodwill location in G.H.
The Goodwill Industries

Garfield Heights retail store
opened at its new location
last Friday at 5774 Trans-
portation Blvd., in the High-
land Park shopping plaza
with Giant Eagle.

A ribboncutting ceremony
was held in conjunction with
the grand opening with city
leaders and Goodwill offi-
cials on hand to mark the
occasion.

The new location boasts
expanded retail space and a
redesigned jewelry and ac-
cessories section. Donations
are currently being accepted
at this location from 8 a.m.–
4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

Community Day at Mama
Stine's Childcare on Miles Ave.

Mama Stine's Childcare, 11212 Miles Ave., Cleveland,
will hold a Community Day on Saturday, Aug. 27, from 1-
6 p.m.

Free school supplies will be offered while supplies last,
and free haircuts for ages 5-10 years with two nonperish-
able food items for the local Food Bank. Food and
beverages will be available for purchase.

Bring your own chair and enjoy live music by "Collabo-
ration." Vendor tables available. Call 216-253-4784 or
216-242-8451.

Photo courtesy of Jennifer Burke.

Juveniles in G.H. missing
The Garfield Heights Police Department need your

help with locating the following missing juveniles:

Mikayla Vaden, D.O.B. 11/30/2006,
last seen by her mother leaving their
residence in Garfield Heights. Vaden
was last seen wearing a black hoodie,
black pants and has long black hair
with white highlights.

 Denasha Melton, D.O.B. 07/25/
2006, last seen via Facetime by her
mother, who learned that she was pos-
sibly in the downtown Cleveland area.
Melton stands approximately 5’6” and
weighs approximately 140 lbs., with
red hair and brown eyes.

Sha-Niya Broadus, D.O.B. 04/13/
2008, last seen at her residence in
Garfield Heights. Broadus was last seen
wearing a grey shorts body suit. She
stands approximately 5’0” tall and
weighs approximately 125 lbs., with
blond hair and green eyes.

Angel Joseph, D.O.B. 02/25/2007,
last seen being dropped off at school
(Regent High School) in Cleveland by
her father. Joseph was said to have
been called out of school by someone
acting as a parent. Joseph was last seen
wearing black pants with a brown purse.

Cleveland Council mandates
videos be released in 7 days
in police use of deadly force

Cleveland City Council held the second of its two
summer meetings earlier this month during summer
recess. Regular council meetings will resume Monday,
Sept. 12.

Body and Dash Camera Release Required in 7 Days:
Council passed legislation sponsored by chair Council-
man Mike Polensek that requires the Director of Public
Safety to release within seven days video taken by bodycams
or dash cams of incidents involving a police officer’s use
of deadly force. That includes videos from incidents
where the force caused serious physical harm.

The footage is released by making it publicly available
on the City website. Any additional remaining footage of
the incident, redacted as consistent with applicable state
and federal laws, shall be released within 30 days.

The Director of Public Safety, Chief of Police, and Director
of Law are not required to release footage of an incident if
prohibited by a court order or any legal prohibition.

Please contact the Garfield Heights Police Depart-
ment with any information at 216-475-1234.

She is approximately 5’2” tall and weighs approximately
122 lbs., with brown hair and brown eyes.
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(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

CLEVELAND
Shooting

On Thursday, Aug. 18, at 1:37 a.m., a 25-year-old male
was the victim of a gunshot wound to his leg at the RTA-
E. 55 Station at 2895 E. 55 St.

Fatal Overdose
•On Thursday, Aug. 18, shortly before 8 p.m., a 46-

year-old male was pronounced deceased after a fatal
overdose in the 6000 block of Fleet Ave.

•On Sunday, Aug. 21, at 6:21 p.m., a 58-year-old female
was pronounced deceased after a fatal overdose in the
3600 block of E. 49 St.

•On Monday, Aug. 22, at 3:11 a.m., a 54-year-old male

was pronounced deceased after a fatal overdose on an
unknown substance in the 6600 block of Hosmer Ave.

Disturbance
•On Aug. 16, at 5:49 p.m., GHPD units were dis-

patched to McDonald’s, 5240 Turney Rd., for a report of
several customers in the drive-thru line arguing with one
another, with a person in a red car who may have a gun
or a stun gun. Officers arrived and found a female in the
drive-thru in a red car who told them she was armed and
had a Springfield 9mm in a holster on her right hip. She
was asked to exit her car and talk to police about the
altercation. The woman said she was yelled at by two
females together in a car in the drive-thru, and she did
exit her car during the argument but never touched her
firearm. The two people she was arguing with said the
gun-toting woman accused them of blocking the drive-
thru, and during the argument a racial slur was used by the
woman. But they, along with other witnesses, said the
woman never brandished her firearm during the verbal
altercation. All parties were advised and report taken.

•On Aug. 19, at 7:44 p.m., police received a radio
broadcast to respond to the high school after auxiliary
officers said multiple fights had broken out on the football

GARFIELD HEIGHTS

field. One of the suspects who police said was involved in
the disturbance was sitting on a brick wall in the parking
lot and did not leave the property when asked to by
officers. He became verbally combative and pulled away
from the officer trying to detain him and tried walking
away. The suspect finally calmed down and followed
orders to put his arms behind his back, was handcuffed
and then tried charging at an officer when he attempted
to lead him to a patrol vehicle. He taunted the officer,
saying he should shoot him or Tase him. He calmed down
eventually and told officers he had punched another male
who was involved in the fighting to protect his friend from
getting punched. He was arrested for criminal trespass-
ing/disorderly conduct. All the other males who were
involved in the fighting were issued citations and es-
corted off school property without incident. Three of
them were issued citations for disorderly conduct and
released.
Theft of a Motor Vehicle

On Aug. 19, about 4:43 a.m., an officer was dispatched
to a home in the 5100 block of E. 88 St. The complainant
told police he parked his 2018 Kia Sorento on Aug. 17,
at his home and last saw it on Aug. 19, at about midnight.
His car was missing when his girlfriend left for work at
4:30 a.m. He said the car was locked and he does have the
keys. The officer noted it appears whoever took the car
broke the front driver’s side window out to gain entry.
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Elkins buys Mike's Pizza in Newburgh
Hts.; set to open in fall as '3 Girls Pizza'

Shown here are the three girls for which the "3 Girls
Pizza" shop is being named. From left: Imani, Emma
and Isabel.

Former Newburgh Heights mayor Trevor Elkins and his wife Laura
have purchased Mike’s Pizza in the village and plan to rename the
shop "3 Girls Pizza" as an nod to their daughters. The plan is to make
the pizzeria a family-run operation with dine-in, delivery and pick-up

service for a traditional New York-style pizza and offerings.
“Newburgh Heights is home for us," Elkins said. "I’ve lived in the village for half of

my life, Laura for nearly 15 years, and our daughters are growing up right here."
He said he and his wife are committed to serving the Newburgh Heights community

and to teaching their daughters entrepreneurship while investing in their own
neighborhood.

"Our new venture will
honor the late Mike Wilcox,
his daughter Crystal, and
the entire Wilcox family
because they’re just some of
the kindest people and we
hope to be able to do justice
to the tradition they started,”
said Elkins.

The plan is to evaluate the
space, consider options for
seating and propose reno-
vations to the planning com-
mission for approval with
the intention of opening "3 Girls Pizza" in the early fall.

The shop's logo was the first draft of a design by an activist friend of the family who
passed away unexpectedly. To honor Matt Kuhns, the artist, the Elkins family decided
to adopt the draft as the finished work.
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