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Chase/suicide in Maple Hts.
On Sunday, Feb. 6, at approximately 9:17 p.m., the

Maple Heights Police Department received a call about a
male possibly breaking into a residence on Orchard St.
When police arrived there was no one at the house in
question but there was a male seen leaving the area. When
he saw the officers, the suspect fled on foot southbound.
An officer was able to follow the male as he ran onto Hill
St.

The officer ordered the suspect to stop running. The
male then slowed down, stopped running and then
produced a firearm. Without warning he then committed
suicide. Paramedics from the Maple Heights Fire Depart-
ment responded to administer aid but he was pronounced
dead at the scene.

Police learned the deceased man was Shawn Cogburn,
41, who had warrants for his arrest with a couple of law
enforcement agencies. The next of kin have been noti-
fied. The investigation into this incident is being handled
jointly by the MHPD and Ohio Bureau of Criminal
Investigation.

Anyone with information regarding this incident is
asked to contact the Maple Heights Police Detective
Bureau: 216-587-9624 or detectives@mhpd-ohio.com.

Information can also be supplied to Crime Stoppers by
calling 216-252-7463. For anonymous text messaging:
Text TIP6S7 plus your message to CRIMES (274637).

St. Joseph Society officers sworn in
The officers of the St. Joseph Society Lodge #156 of the Czech Catholic Union, whose

national office is in Slavic Village near Our Lady of Lourdes Church, were sworn in at
their January meeting by retired judge and member Ralph Perk, Jr.

Re-elected president Bob Cermak thanked all for their attendance and support of the
Society. After the meeting the members celebrated with a traditional jaternice (liver
Sausage) and sauerkraut dinner in the basement hall of the CCU headquarters on
Dolloff Rd.

The group has planned a Communion Breakfast on Sunday, March 20, at the 10 a.m.
Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, followed by breakfast. All members who wish to
attend should RSVP to the Society at 216-341-0444.

Retired Judge Ralph Perk, Jr., at far left, is shown swearing in new officers for St.
Joseph Society Lodge #156 of the Czech Catholic Union. They are, from left:
Audrey Schmidt, recording & financial secretary; Robert Cermak, president; Kathy
Cermak, trustee; Joe Kocab, vice president and retired host of the "Czech Voice of
Cleveland" radio show; Jane Milczewski, trustee and head of the kitchen committee;
and Karen Hauser, trustee.    Photo by Bill Schmidt

Bedford Council OKs
contract with Solon to
use its jail facilities

By Judith Goldsworth
Emphasizing that the city was not closing the jail but just

responding to the current staffing situation, Bedford City
Manager Mike Mallis recommended council approve a
contract with the city of Solon to use that municipality's
jail in certain instances, with council passing the legisla-
tion at its meeting Monday night.

Mallis and Police Chief Marty Stemple have negotiated
the contract for Bedford police officers to transport
prisoners to Solon's jail. According to the ordinance, "the
operation of the jail as a 12-day facility is no longer
necessary due to bond reform and the emphasis on
rehabilitation in society today... the Bedford Jail will
continue to operate as a six-hour facility to ensure efficient
operations."

Mallis said Bedford will pay Solon $80,000 for use of its
jail facilities, which in the long run will actually result in
a cost savings to Bedford, possibly as much as $80,000
annually.

Mallis said Solon's jail was larger than Bedford's, de-
scribing it as "very well run, adequate staffing, and meets
all the standards." Bedford would retain its own jail and
personnel, but based on the difficulties the city had
experienced over the past year, transporting prisoners to
Solon "would save significant dollars... You would reduce
the liability, and you wouldn't have to take officers off the
road to monitor the jail when we're short staffed," he
added.

Tax abatement approved
Also at Monday's meeting, council passed an ordinance

approving a Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) Agree-
ment between the city and Bartlett, LLC, which as Mallis
explained, is a tax abatement for Jay Honda Automotive
Group.

Mallis said Jay Honda has purchased all of the property
at the corner of Bartlett and Rockside rds. that's been
vacant for decades. He said the intent is to relocate the
used car Honda operations to the former Pat Catan's in
the Broadway-Rockside neighborhood, and all of the new
dealerships will be built in the Rockside-Bartlett area.

He said the new dealership will be substantially larger
than the current facility and about 40 new jobs will be
added to that site, which is projected to open sometime
in 2023.

The 70% tax exemption, intended to encourage devel-
opment of businesses and retention of jobs, will last for 15
years, according to the legislation.

Other bills passed
A large number of other ordinances were also passed at

the meeting, including:
•Establishing pay ranges, which was needed to further

define the levels of pay for the fire and police chiefs and

Maple Heights agrees to
sell more city land for
additional development

By Judith Goldsworth
Following the successful building of several homes in

the Dunham Rd. area last year by Amato Homes I, LLC,
Maple Heights Council, at its meeting last week, ap-
proved legislation authorizing Mayor Annette Blackwell
to sell additional vacant land to the developer for con-
struction of at least three new single family, owner-
occupied homes in the city.

At the brief meeting, cut short due to a winter storm
warning issued for that evening, council unanimously
approved the resolution for the sale of three city-owned
vacant lots, including two parcels on Rockside Rd. near
Dunham Rd., and another parcel at 5540 South Blvd.,
near Broadway Ave. The total cost for all three parcels is
$1500 apiece.

As part of the agreement approved by council, Amato is
required to build the homes within a year of title transfer,
with the following minimum improvements: the homes
must be owner-occupied, single family colonial style
homes, at least 1200 square feet with three bedrooms and
2.5 baths.

In addition, the developer
may split 15720 Rockside
Rd. into two equal parcels of
approximately 52-foot front-
age, provided that the Maple
Heights Planning and Zon-
ing Commission approves
the split and a variance from
the 60-foot frontage require-
ment. In that event, the de-
veloper may build one home
on each new parcel.

In recent correspondence
to council, Economic De-
velopment Director Patrick
Grogan-Myers noted that in
May of last year the city and
Amato entered into an agree-
ment to build four new single
family homes on Dunham
Rd. and Woodbrook Rd.

Since that time, Grogan-
Myers said, the three homes
on Dunham are under con-
struction, with two already
sold for over $220,000. There
is interest in 6000 Dunham
Rd., he said, which is cur-
rently listed for $232,900.
Permits have been pulled
for 16112 Woodbrook Ave.,
and construction is expected
to begin soon.

(Continued on Page 5) (Continued on Page 3)
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~ Garfield Heights Senior Center has reopened! ~
Did your New Year's resolutions include being more

active, improving your physical and/or mental strengths
or getting more involved in the year ahead?

If you answered "yes," then you should come to the Garfield
Heights Senior Center and join our offered fitness events and
senior center activities. All are welcome. Participants 55 and
older can register with us and take advantage of all activities,
the meal program (60+ and older), and free transportation
for Garfield Heights residents only.

The following are fitness programs currently offered:
TheraBand Movement — Mondays, 10 a.m.
Line Dancing will resume — Tuesdays, 10:30-11:15

a.m., Feb. 15. Cost $3.
Chair Aerobics — Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m. Cost $3.
Zumba — Thursdays, Cost $3.
Cardio Drumming coming soon — Thursdays at 1 p.m.
Our location is 5407 Turney Rd., and we can be reached

at 216-475-3244 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. weekdays. There will
be more to come so stay tuned!!!

 Letters to the Editor
Thanks to 3 storm saviors

Last Friday afternoon I decided to go to the CVS store
after the big storm had finally stopped. I knew Harvard
Ave. would be in good shape, so I left to pick up an
important prescription. I drove easily to CVS and got my
prescription. Then, instead of turning around in the CVS

parking lot, I automatically drove to the E. 64 St. exit and
turned onto the snow-covered, unplowed street. I did fine
until a person who had been walking on the side of the
road stepped out in front of me. I stopped and then
realized I was stuck. When all my efforts to move the car
failed, I called my son who said he would come after he
dug out his van and his driveway.

I put on my flashers and sat for a few more minutes, then
a young African American man stopped his car, retrieved a
snow shovel and without a word started to shovel out my car.
A few minutes later a younger African American man walked
up with a shovel and again without a word  started shoveling.

About 15 minutes into their efforts, an older African
American man walked up and gave the younger men some
suggestions. Then they decided to push. The older man
pushed so hard he slipped, but a few more pushes and the
car was free from the snow and ice.

Unfortunately, I did not get my snow warriors' names or
addresses. They did not want any money. They just
helped this old white lady stuck in the snow, ending with
a "Have a Blessed Day."

To all of you parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles
with young men in the area, thank you for raising such
fine gentlemen.

Dorene Kray, Council at Large, Newburgh Heights
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Maple Hts. agrees to sell
(Continued from Page 1)

Amato is proposing several different styles of homes,
with target sale prices between $200,000 and $225,000 for
the Rockside homes, and between $170,000 and $185,000
for the South Boulevard home, Grogan-Myers stated.
Council's approval now allows the construction to pro-
ceed.

Also approved at last week's meeting was an ordinance
for the city to accept the Northeast Ohio Public Energy
Council (NOPEC) 2022 Energized Community Grant, in
the amount of $44,361.

In a letter congratulating the city on receiving the award,
NOPEC Executive Director Chuck Kelper stated, "NOPEC
and our supply partner NextEra... are awarding this grant
to help your community achieve even greater savings on
your utility bills, that will benefit your community for
years to come."

Grants can be used for government, residential and
commercial properties, with the funding potentially used
for lease or purchase of plug-in electric vehicles, traffic
signal upgrades, energy efficient windows, solar powered
LED stop signs, electrical upgrades and various other
improvements, NOPEC representatives stated.

Council also approved a resolution authorizing City
Engineer Ed Hren to begin preparing plans and specifi-
cations for the Southwest Sewer District Sewer Repairs
Phase 2 Project, in cooperation with the Northeast Ohio
Regional Sewer District (NEORSD), which will include
field investigation, testing, other research and preparing
plans and specs for repair of storm and sanitary sewers on
Dunham, Turney, Carol, Summit, Rochelle, Lisa, Janet,
James, Wheeler, E. 146, Mustang, Thunderbird "and
appurtenant easement areas."

The city has been awarded $292,320 in Member Com-
munity Infrastructure Program grant funding by the
NEORSD for the repairs, with the city responsible for
$125,280 of the cost of plans and specs, for a total
anticipated project cost of $417,600, Hren stated. Ap-
proval of the legislation will allow the city to submit future
funding applications to various public agencies, includ-
ing NEORSD and the Ohio Public Works Commission.

Also approved at last week's meeting was an ordinance
authorizing the Maple Heights Land Bank to accept title
to a vacant parcel of land at 21001 Hillgrove Ave., from
the Cuyahoga County Land Bank.

A resolution to approve the 2022 Exterior Maintenance
Grant Program, authorizing Blackwell to award funding
to eligible applicants, was placed on first reading and will
be discussed by the Housing and Economic Development

Committee at their meeting later this month.

New service director named
Council approved a motion at last week's meeting

approving Blackwell's appointment of Robert J. Gorentz
as the city's new service director and head of the Maple
Heights Service Department. Gorentz replaces Tony
Ciresi, who stepped down as service director last year.

Neighborhood News online
Neighborhood News readers can now get their favorite

newspaper on the web at: theneighborhoodnews.com.
The entire newspaper is available on the N.N. website

every Wednesday morning and can be read in Adobe
Acrobat. Just click on the front page to download the
remaining pages.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

House for rent. E. 138/Harvard.
Two bedrooms, up. Carpeted. No
pets. No smoking. $625 plus secu-
rity. (216) 799-1633.

DODGE STRATUS SE. 2002. For
sale, good condition. New suspen-
sion and timing belt. No leaks or
eng ine  l i gh t  on .  Ready  to  go !
Odomoter 164,646 miles. Text or
call (440) 681-0814.

I am a driver for hire for all your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctors appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

SALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTOSALE AUTO

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Residential cleaning position. 2-4
days per week. Must be depend-
able. Call (216) 661-9049.

Need Help? Advertise in The Neigh-
borhood News. Call 216-441-2141.
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Bedford Council OKs contract
(Continued from Page 1)

assistant chiefs, and to
define the pay level for
whoever takes the place of
current Assistant Finance
Director Jennifer Howland.
Mallis has stated that
Howland will be promoted
to finance director when
current Finance Director
Frank Gambosi retires later
this year.

"No pay increases were
granted," Mallis stated.

•Entering into a Phase II
Stormwater Services Agree-
ment with Cuyahoga County
Board of Health to provide
stormwater services in 2022
and 2023.

•Signing an easement
agreement with a property
owner on Archer Rd., allow-
ing the city to maintain a
storm sewer on the prop-
erty.

•Providing for the adop-
tion of new matter in the
codified ordinances which
will ensure all city legisla-
tion conforms with state law.

•Purchasing a LIFEPAK
monitor/defibrillator for the
fire department to assist in
lifesaving services, at a cost
of $18,365.

•Purchasing a towable
stump grinder from KTS
Equipment, Inc., through
state bid contract, at a cost
of $58,211.

•Purchasing a 2022 Ford
Explorer 4WD truck from
Valley Ford for the service
department through the
state bid contract, replacing
a 2017 truck at a cost of
$40,235.

Purchases for the service
department also include a
2023 International Truck
4x2 cab and chassis to be
equipped with salt spreader
and plow hitch from Rush
Truck Centers at a cost of
$85,523; 2022 Ford F250
4x4 dump truck from Valley
Ford at a cost of $93,820;
2022 GMC Sierra 2500 HD
3/4 ton 4x4 regular cab
pickup truck from Jay Auto
Group at a cost of
$33,044.50; 2022 GMC Si-
erra 2500 HD 3/4 ton 2WD
regular cab pickup truck
from Jay Auto Group at a
cost of $30,472.

The purchase of two 2022
Ford Explorers from
Montrose Ford for the po-
lice department was okayed,
at a total cost of $72,316.64,
as was a contract with Hall
Public Safety to outfit them
with necessary police equip-
ment at a cost of $33,513.10.

Motions okayed
One motion was passed by

council to approve the Plan-
ning Commission's decision
to approve the application
of Kelly Rice to add a nail
technician to his existing
services at Lyrix Barber Sa-
lon, 677 Broadway Ave.

Council also passed mo-
tions upholding the Plan-
ning Commission's denial
of two applications for con-
ditional use to two separate
beauty-oriented businesses
at 688 Broadway Ave. and
725 Broadway Ave. The rea-

son for both denials was
"oversaturation of similar
businesses existing in the
district."

Announcements

Councilman Donald
Saunders announced that
longtime former Ward 1
Councilman Warner Batten,
who also served as the city's
mayor for a short time,
passed away last month.

Mallis stated that he had
met with ODOT officials and
learned that plans for im-
provements to the
Northfield Road Bridge
"were on the radar... they
are going to award that con-
tract in early 2023."

He also said the city has
received a grant in the
amount of roughly $33,000
from the Northeast Ohio

Public Energy Council which
will possibly go towards en-
ergy efficiency projects.
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CLEVELAND
(All information is preliminary and subject to change.)

Homicide
On Thursday, Feb. 3, at approximately 9:23 a.m.,

officers responded to the 4400 block of Douse Ave. for a
62-year-old female victim of an assault. Officers arrived
on scene and found the woman bleeding on the floor
inside the residence with stab wounds to the throat and
body. EMS arrived on scene and transported the victim to
MetroHealth Medical Center, where she was pronounced
deceased. Preliminary investigation reveals that a male
was seen leaving the victim’s house around the time of this
incident. Members of the Homicide Unit responded for
investigation. A person of interest has been identified.
The matter remains under investigation.

GARFIELD HEIGHTS
Assault

•On Feb. 2, an officer spoke with a woman in regard to
her online assault report. She said that while at work at the
Aura Lounge, 4912 Turney Rd., on Jan. 26, at about 10
p.m., she was assaulted by a former female friend of hers.
She said the other woman pulled her hair repeatedly and
punched and kicked her with her feet as she lay on the
ground. The complainant was given a report number and
advised to contact the law department.

•On Feb. 6, at about 1:55 a.m., police responded to
Bonker’s bar, 5147 Turney Rd., for reports of a large fight
inside the bar. Multiple callers also said approximately 10
gunshots had been fired as well and that several patrons
had thrown chairs inside the bar. The two officers that
arrived first did not see any active disturbance going on
inside the bar. Patrons inside and outside the bar said
those creating the disturbance had left and that no
gunshots had been fired. Officers could not locate any

signs of gunfire on the premises. Several patrons told
police that a man who had been assaulted during the
incident was inside one of the bathrooms. He was found
highly intoxicated with several lacerations on his face and
was bleeding heavily. The bleeding man and several
witnesses confirmed that he had been trying to break up
the initial fight inside the bar and had been assaulted by
several unknown males. He was taken by GHFD to
Marymount Hospital. Victim advised to contact the police
department if he wishes to pursue charges.

Shots Fired
On Feb. 1, at 11:09 p.m., dispatch received multiple

calls for shots fired in the Turney and Parkview area.
Callers said that suspects in two vehicles were shooting at
each other but no vehicle description was provided. One
of the vehicles involved possibly fled westbound on
Garfield Blvd. While police were en route to the call,
dispatch advised a house was shot at in the 4600 block of
Turney Rd. Police arrived and were told by the home-
owner that a few minutes before he heard an explosion
sound and about two gunshots. He then found two holes
in his living room wall and a hole in his couch cushion.
It appeared to police that the home was struck four times.
Officers located shell casings on Turney Rd., between
Birchwood and Parkview. Police shut down the roadway
to document and collect evidence. The casings appeared
to be from a rifle-type weapon. Also located in the roadway
was a side mirror from a vehicle which appeared to have
a bullet hole in it. Officers were later notified that a 4th

District Cleveland Police officer saw part of the incident
happen. He advised one of the vehicles involved went
eastbound on Robinson and one went westbound on
Garfield Blvd. Report forwarded to the Detective Bureau.

Felonious Assault
On Feb. 6, at 7:30 a.m., units responded to an apart-

ment in the 5200 block of E. 126 St. for a felonious assault
report. The complainant reported that her daughter had
just stabbed complainant’s husband multiple times with a
knife. Police entered the apartment and found the daugh-
ter face up on the living room floor with her arms out to
her side. She was arrested and placed in handcuffs.
Officers saw a cut on her right hand and a GHFD squad
was dispatched. Officers then observed a man sitting in
a chair in the living room holding towels to his chest and

stomach which were covered in blood. The man said
nothing to the officers as he was in severe pain from his
stab wounds. Paramedics began treating him on scene.
Officers found a Panther “buck” style knife with a four-
inch blade and blood on it within reaching distance of the
daughter. The suspect was taken to Marymount Emer-
gency Room. She was charged with felonious assault. The
victim was taken to MetroHealth Medical Center.

American Red Cross
blood donor opportunities
Cleveland

2/15/2022: 6 a.m. - 12 p.m., Dave McCall Union Hall,
3421 Independence Road

Independence
2/14/2022: 1 - 7 p.m., Independence Community Cen-

ter, 6363 Selig Drive
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Garfield Heights Branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library

The following are some of the February and March
programs available at the Garfield Heights Branch Li-
brary, 5409 Turney Rd.; phone 216-475-8178

ADULT PROGRAMS
A Conversation with Neil J. Smith. Join us for a virtual

conversation with author Neil J. Smith about his book
"On The Ropes." Virtual program. Wednesday, Feb. 16,
7-8 p.m. Registration required.

African Masks. Learn about African artists’ use of
symbols in mask-making, how they are used in ceremo-
nies, and more. Virtual program. Thursday, Feb. 24, 7-8
p.m. Registration required.

3D Design Basics. Learn the basics of how to use the 3D
design software Tinkercad to create your own 3D design.
Virtual program. Wednesday, March 2, 6:30-8 p.m.
Registration required.

Seed Collections Mini Workshop. Join The Nature
Conservancy in Ohio for a virtual mini workshop about
seed collections and become familiar with Ohio’s native
plants. Virtual program. Thursday, March 3, 7-8:30 p.m.
Registration required.

CHILDREN and FAMILIES
Baby Club. Join us for a five-week club for caregivers

and children ages birth to 35 months. Thursdays,
March 3-31, 10:30-12 p.m. Registration required and
open now!

Eric Carle Character Collage. Join us for a hands-on art
workshop for families and learn to create a character
collage based on author and illustrator Eric Carle’s work.
Saturday, March 12, 11-12:30 p.m. Registration required.

Kindergarten Club. Families can join us for freebies,
fun and family activities to prepare you and your child to
enter kindergarten this fall. Children attending will
receive free books. Tuesday, March 22, 11-12:30 p.m.
Registration required and open now!


