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Slavic Village featured in foreclosure crisis
documentary at Chagrin Documentary Film Fest

Good to see Blaine Murphy back in town and helping
the Forest City Civic Association rebuild their gateway
entry sign that was damaged from a truck accident.
Thanks to Ted Smith and Lynda Lewis (shown above
with Murphy) and a donation from the Friends of
Brancatelli as well as all the active residents of Forest
City.                   (Tweeted Sunday by Tony Brancatelli).

Shown above are three of the "stars" of the new
documentary, "The House Next Door," shown Saturday
at the United Methodist Church in Chagrin Falls as
part of the Chagrin Documentary Film Fest.     Photo by
Ellen Psenicka

By Ellen Psenicka
The national housing foreclosure crisis of 2007-10, of

which Slavic Village was the epicenter, caused tens of
thousands of people in this country to lose their homes
and housing values to plummet. The crisis in Slavic
Village was once again center stage Sunday in Chagrin
Falls at the premier of "The House Next Door" at the
Chagrin Documentary Film Fest.

The documentary features Slavic Village in the midst of the
mortgage crisis, then-Ward 12 Councilman Tony Brancatelli
dealing with it, homeowner turned civic activist Barbara
Anderson struggling to keep her home, and Blaine Murphy,
who had been convicted of illegally flipping homes in
Slavic Village and elsewhere from his luxurious home in
Naples, FL, sentenced to 3,000 hours of community
service while living in the Forest City neighborhood of
Slavic Village in a derelict home he had "flipped."

"This was a wonderful accounting of the foreclosure
crisis and the challenges we faced," Brancatelli said. "A
story of redemption of flipper Blaine Murphy, the resilence
of the Slavic Village community and the inspiration of
activist Barbara Anderson."

Brancatelli said he will bring the documentary to a
venue in Slavic Village in the near future, so check this
newspaper for updates.

Maple Hts. program
on domestic violence

Maple Heights City Council’s Public Works & Safety
Committee presents a program on "Domestic Violence:
A Crime Against All of Us" on Wednesday, Oct. 26, at
6:30 p.m., at the Maple Heights Branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library, 5225 Library Lane. The event is
free and open to the public.

Featured at the program will be Judge Deborah
Nicastro, Garfield Heights Municipal Court; Prosecu-
tor Marlene Ridenour, city of Maple Heights; Maple
Heights Police Chief Todd Hansen; Attorney Alexan-
dria Ruden of Legal Aid Society of Cleveland; and
Advocate Karen Gordon of Journey Center for Safety
and Healing.

What began as an impossible situation for all involved
has a happy, although tearful, ending as the good guys
stay good and cautiously optimistic about the future and
the bad guy turns out to be not so bad after all.

Ward 12 Town Hall meeting
Join Cleveland Mayor Justin Bibb and Ward 12 Coun-

cilwoman Rebecca Mauer at a Ward 12 Town Hall meeting
on Tuesday, Oct. 18, at 6 p.m., in the Third Federal
Rotunda, 7007 Broadway Ave. All welcome to attend.

Fall Bazaar at Concordia
A Fall Bazaar/Bake Shoppe/Cafe will be held on Satur-

day, Oct. 22, at Concordia Lutheran Church, 6705
Brecksville Rd., Independence, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Crafts
and traditional collectibles will be featured. All welcome.

A presentation and book-signing of the new book by
John J. Grabowski and Lauren R. Pacini, "Cleveland's
Cultural Gardens - A Landscape of Diversity," will be held
on Sunday, Oct. 23, at 1 p.m., at the Polish American
Cultural Center, JPII, 6501 Lansing Ave., Cleveland.
Admission is free.

Grabowski guides readers through the story, using both
archival images and Pacini's stunning contemporary
photography to illustrate their development and impor-
tance. For more details, call 216-513-6646.

Presentation, book-signing
for book on Cultural Gardens

Maple Hts. Council OKs
next phase of Dunham
Road sewer repair project

By Judith Goldsworth
A resolution authorizing City Engineer Ed Hren to adver-

tise for bids for the Southwest Sewer District Sewer Repairs,
Phase 2 of the Dunham Road Project, was approved by
Maple Heights Council at its meeting last week.

Hren informed Mayor Annette Blackwell and other city
officials that he and his engineering firm, Chagrin Valley
Engineering (CVE), have conducted an investigation and
completed engineering reports and "have identified sani-
tary sewer defects on Dunham Rd. between Rockside and
Turney Rd."

It was noted that the Cuyahoga County Department of
Public Works will begin the reconstruction and resurfac-
ing of Dunham Rd. from Turney to Granger rds. next
spring, and Hren has advised that the repairs to the
sanitary defects on Dunham "should be completed prior
to the reconstruction and resurfacing of Dunham Rd."

Maple Heights has received funding and support from
the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, the Ohio
Public Works Commission and Cuyahoga County in the
ongoing project, the legislation states.

Placed on first reading at the meeting was a resolution
authorizing Blackwell to execute easement documents for
public sanitary sewer facilities over private properties on
Schreiber Rd., as part of Phase 1 of the Southwest
Quadrant Sewer Repairs Project.

Hren has advised that the city will have to purchase
sewer easements from a number of private property
owners on the south side of Schreiber for the project to go
forward. The project is expected to be advertised for bids
later this year with an early 2023 construction start.

Announcements
A COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic will be held at the Maple

Heights Senior Center, 15901 Libby Rd., on Thursday, Oct.
27, from 4-6 p.m. Online registration is now open. Go to
www.gettheshot.coronavirus.ohio.gov and use zip code
44137 to register. Call 216-587-5481 for more details.

The Maple Heights School Board and the Community
Life and Education Committee, along with council mem-
bers Dana Anderson, Timothy Tatum and Richard
Trojanski, will be hosting a Fall Festival at Milkovich
Middle School, 19800 Stafford Ave., on Saturday, Oct.
29, from 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Kids and adults costume
contests, music and fun and much more will be featured.

Council members Stafford Shenett, Tanglyn Madden
and Edwina Agee will be hosting a "Trunk or Treat" event
and Costume Parade at Stafford Park, 5400 Mayville Ave.
(south off Libby), on Sunday, Oct. 30, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Lineup for the parade for children ages preschool-12
years will begin at 3 p.m., on Auburn Ave., next to
Stafford Park.

Council members Anderson and Trojanski will be host-
ing a District 4 and 6 Town Hall Meeting at the Large
Conference Room of the Maple Heights Library, 5225
Library Lane, on Tuesday, Oct. 18, from 6:30-8 p.m.



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAGE 2 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2022

S.V. Block Club meets
The E. 63 St. Block Club in Slavic Village meets this

Thursday, Oct. 13, at 6:30 p.m., in the basement of St.
Stanislaus School. Guest speaker will be Lorraine Debose
from the county prosecutor's office. All are welcome;
refreshments and 50/50 raffle.

Konrad & Konrad return
to St. Stanislaus Church

Once again Konrad Binienda, pianist, and Konrad
Kowal, violinist, will return for a free concert to the Shrine
Church of St. Stanislaus, 3649 E. 65 St., Cleveland, this
Sunday, Oct. 16, at 3 p.m. Secured parking. Call 216-
978-3755 for more information. All are welcome. The
concert is sponsored by the Charles M. and Helen M. Brown
Memorial Foundation in memory of Judge Ray Pianka.

Garfield Heights Branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library

Here are a few  of the FREE programs available in
October at the Garfield Heights Branch Library, 5409
Turney Rd. Call 216-475-8178 to register or for more
information.

ADULT PROGRAMS
Salsa Dance Explore the basics and rhythms of salsa

music in this active workshop. Wednesday, Oct. 12, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Registration required.

Tuesday Evening Book Discussion Join us for our new
monthly book discussion. October’s title is "Harlem
Shuffle" by Colson Whitehead. Tuesday, Oct. 18, 7-8
p.m. Registration required.

Innovation Center Hands-On Help Drop into the
Innovation Center for staff help on a project. An Innova-
tion Center Orientation is required for use of the space.
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

CHILDREN and FAMILIES
Trickster Tales Come for this vibrant storytime and

travel the world and meet the greatest tricksters of all time!
Saturday, Oct. 15, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. Registration required.

Virtual Family Storytime Children of all ages with a
caregiver are welcome to join this virtual storytime.
Weekly on Mondays, 6:45-7:30 p.m. Virtual program.
Registration required.

Maker Mondays Children in grades 4-8 are welcome to
join us for hands-on activities to create, design, experiment,
build and invent. Weekly on Mondays, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

(Continued on Page 3)
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Letters to the Editor
Vote Yes on Issue 51

Issue 51 is a Charter Amendment on the November
ballot. If passed it will allow the use of traffic cameras in
the city of Garfield Heights.

With I-480 being expanded, this will improve police
officer and driver safety.  Officers will no longer have to
pull cars over on the side of the highway.

Issue 51 would repeal Section 59 of the city charter
which prohibits the use of photo-monitoring traffic
devices.

The city already uses safety monitoring cameras through-
out our community to help fight crime. These cameras
would be in addition to the existing cameras.

Twelve years ago traffic camera use was banned in
Garfield Heights. Since then the Ohio Supreme Court
ruled that stationery and officer held traffic cameras are
permitted by law.

This issue is very different than 12 years ago. If Issue 51
passes, only Garfield Heights Municipal Court can hear
the cases – not administrative hearing officers.  Citizens
will now have the right to a fair trial and the same
constitutional rights as in other civil cases before the court.

Also, if someone else is driving your vehicle and you
receive a traffic camera notice in the mail, you simply file
a written statement with Garfield Heights Municipal
Court giving the name and address of the driver and the
ticket will be dismissed at no cost to you.

Before voting on Issue 51, please understand the differ-
ence between now and 12 years ago - know the facts not the
myths.

Joe LaMalfa
Garfield Heights

Library Happenings
(Continued from Page 2)

Music & Movement Join us for music and movement-
themed stories, songs and activities. Weekly on Wednes-
days, 10-10:30 a.m. Registration required.

Family Space Come play at the library during this
dedicated play time for families with children ages birth–
5 years-old, featuring extra toys. Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.

Student Success Center Children in grades K-8 are
welcome to come for help with homework and reading.
Mondays-Thursdays, 4-6:30 p.m.

Bedford (Bedford Heights/Oakwood
Village) Branch Library

Here are some of the FREE programs for October
2022 at the Bedford Branch of the Cuyahoga County
Public Library, located at 70 Columbus Rd., Bedford,
Ohio 44146. For more information, or to register for
any program, please call 440-439-4997.

Kids Café - 18 & younger 
Monday-Friday, 3-4 p.m.
Kids ages 18 and under can get a FREE lunch provided

by the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, while supplies last.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

Shaker Hts. /Chelton. 2-1/2 bed-
rooms, upstairs. No pets. No smok-
ing. $950 month. (216) 799-1633.

First  f loor single house. 1 bed-
room. Clean, quiet, secure. Good
location, on border of Newburgh
and Cleveland.  Cal l  (216)  534-
0401.

FIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALEFIREWOOD FOR SALE

Firewood for sale. $375 a cord.
White oak, Apple, Maple, Wood
d ispensary .  (216)  355-7989  o r
(440) 622-0585. Delivery included.
Chimney cleaning available.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE

I am a driver for hire for all your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctor’s appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Residential cleaning position. 2-4
days per week. Must be depend-
able. Call (216) 661-9049.

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE
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(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

CLEVELAND
Stabbing

On Oct. 5, at 8:24 a.m., a 23-year-old male was the
victim of a stab wound to the abdomen in the 7300 block
of Worley Ave., and was taken by EMS to MetroHealth
Medical Center. A female suspect was detained.

Shooting
On Oct. 9, at 6:17 p.m., a 27-year-old male was the

victim of a gunshot wound to the chest in the 4500 block
of Turney Rd. He was taken by EMS to MetroHealth.

GARFIELD HEIGHTS
Aggravated Robbery

On Sept. 29, a woman went to the GHPD lobby and told
police that the day before at about 8:20 p.m., she was
getting into her car parked in the lot at the 98th Conve-
nient store at 5270 Transportation Blvd., when she saw a
man walk towards her vehicle and she quickly locked her
car door. He reached for the door handle and tried to
open the door. The woman put her car in reverse and the
man tried to open the car door again. She then saw him
pull a revolver from his waist level and she then drove off.
She saw him run from the lot and a second shadowy figure
running with him. They were last seen running east
through a yard in the 5200 block of E. 98 St. The
investigation continues.

Traffic Offense - Fleeing
•On Oct. 2, about 11:14 p.m., police were dispatched

to the 4600 block of E. 86 St., for a report of a group of
males fighting. Police had previously responded to the
same address earlier in the night for a report of shots
fired. When police arrived they saw a group of males
standing around a red Ford Focus parked in the middle
of the street. As officers approached the males fled
through back yards and the Focus took off south on E. 86
St. at speeds of about 60 mph, blowing through a stop sign
on Birchwood. The car then made a right turn onto
Garfield Blvd., and continued west toward Warner Rd. at
speeds of about 70 mph. It went through the red light at
Warner and continued west down a dirt road which was a
dead end. The car attempted to make a U-turn at 7755
Garfield Blvd., lost control and struck a steel plate
disabling the vehicle. The driver was arrested and placed
in handcuffs. A Glock handgun was found inside the car
and a total of 66 rounds of ammunition. The suspect was
transported to city jail without incident and booked for
fleeing and eluding and improper handling of a firearm
in a motor vehicle.

(Continued on Page 7)
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(Continued from Page 5)
•On Oct. 5, at approximately 3:30 a.m., police re-

sponded to the area of Grannis Rd. and E. 135 St., for a
possible motor vehicle accident. They saw a car with heavy
front end damage had crashed into a garage in the 5800
block of E. 135 St., and a female walking away from the
accident scene. They told her to stop and speak with them
but she continued walking, finally stopping behind the
credit union on Rockside Rd. She was bleeding profusely
from her head and was treated on scene by EMS. She told
officers that she had been in the area of E. 126 St. and
Kinsman in Cleveland at her sister's home. She said she
fell asleep in her car and when she awoke an unknown
person was driving her car. She said she began to yell at
this person which caused him/her to drive erratically into
the garage on E. 135 St., and left before police arrived.
She later changed her story and said she was the one
driving the car. She was cited for no operator's license and
failure to control.

Resisting Arrest
On Oct. 7, at 12:22 a.m., an officer in the area of

Turneytown heard loud yelling and screaming coming
from the Aura bar, 4910 Turney Rd. He arrived on scene
and immediately heard a fight around the corner near
Turney Rd. A handful of people were stomping on a
person curled up in a fetal position on the ground. The
officer grabbed a male by the shirt who was near the head
of the person being attacked and the person grabbed him
back and a struggle ensued, moving into the street as cars
were driving by. The suspect was pushing, shoving and
trying to break free of the officer when his shirt ripped
and he was able to get away. The officer chased the suspect
down the middle of Turney Rd., deployed his Taser and
incapacitated the suspect. Another officer quickly ran
over and placed the suspect in handcuffs.

The first officer looked over at the sidewalk where the
fight had originally erupted and saw another officer
fighting with a male subject. He was kicking the officer
and trying to escape. The first officer ran over to assist
and the suspect began to fight him. The officer punched
the suspect in the face but the suspect continued to
fight, even after police Tased him. They were eventu-

ally able to secure both males in the back of the cruisers.
The suspect involved in the first struggle with officers
had priors for resisting arrest and was wearing an ankle
monitor. He was charged with resisting arrest and
disorderly conduct.

Felonious Assault
Police were called out on Oct. 7, at 1:54 a.m., for a report

of shots fired in the area of the 13700 block of Thornhurst
Ave., connected with a drive-by shooting of a male victim
shot in the back who was transported to MetroHealth
Medical Center. Inside the house an officer found a
firearm on the kitchen table. Police reported the gunfire
was from a machine gun. The home has a camera in the
front of the premises. A witness observed a dark-colored
4-door sedan leaving the area traveling north towards E.
139 St. A large amount of shell casings were found in the
area. A plate in the driveway of the home had damage
from gunfire and one rifle bullet was found in the second
floor bedroom. A vehicle parked in the driveway of the
home was also struck by gunfire. Police went to Metro to
speak to the involved parties. No other information was
given on the report.

Blood donation opportunities
Bedford

10/16/2022: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., Guru Gobind Singh Sikh
Society, 38 Tarbell Avenue

Garfield Heights
10/18/2022: 12 - 5 p.m., Marymount Hospital, 12300

McCracken Road

Independence
10/17/2022: 12 - 6 p.m., Independence Community

Center, 6363 Selig Drive
Book a time to give by using the Red Cross Blood Donor

App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org or by calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). As a thank-you, all who
come to give Oct. 16-31, 2022, will receive a $10 e-Gift
Card by email to a merchant of choice.



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS PAGE 8WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2022

Trinity High School named 2022
Partners in Education School of the Year

Collage at right features highlights of the
Ohio Lottery presentation at the school

The Ohio Lottery recognized Trinity High School in Garfield Heights as the 2021-
2022 Partners in Education School of the Year in ceremonies held at Trinity last Friday
afternoon, Oct. 7.

Trinity was selected as the School of the Year in a random drawing comprised of
147 Ohio schools who participated in the Lottery’s Partners in Education program
during the 2021-2022 school year. Student Rani Thigpen was nominated for
Academic All-Star last year which made the school eligible for the School of the Year
drawing.

The school received a School of the Year trophy, a $1,000 gift card to Office Max and
autographed team merchandise from major and minor league sports teams across Ohio
to be used for fundraising efforts. All the school’s 345 students received a Partners in
Education back sack.

In addition, Garfield Heights Mayor Matt Burke was on hand at the presentation at
the Trinity gym, held before a pep rally for the school's Homecoming game against
Brooklyn Saturday in Cuyahoga Heights Stadium. Burke presented President/Princi-
pal William Svoboda with a proclamation naming Friday, Oct. 7, as "Trinity High
School Day" throughout the city.

The Partners in Education program recognizes Ohio students, teachers and schools
for outstanding performance and achievement. Based on the nominations received,
one teacher and one student from every region are recognized monthly, September
through May, either as an Academic All Star or as a Teacher of the Month. The selected
teachers and students receive Partners in Education merchandise, a gift card, and their
achievements are promoted locally and placed on the Ohio Lottery website and social
media pages.

Nominations are accepted by the 10th of each month through an online submission
form on the Ohio Lottery website. Visit https://www.ohiolottery.com/About/Partners-in-
Education to submit a nomination for a student or teacher. The Ohio Lottery has
contributed over $27 billion to education since 1974.

Photos by Elena Psenicka
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