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Shooting, suicide on
Gertrude Ave. in S.V.
A felonious assault shooting and suicide took place

last Saturday night in the 6400 block of Gertrude Ave.,
in Slavic Village.

Cleveland police said a 21-year-old female was shot in
the neck and chin, and a 25-year-old male died of a self-
inflicted gunshot wound to the head. He was pro-
nounced dead on scene by medics at 10:15 p.m.
Saturday. A dog was also shot.

According to preliminary reports from the Cleveland
Police Department, the male shot his girlfriend and her
dog, then shot himself. This investigation is ongoing.

Valley View police were pursuing this car northbound
on E. 71 St., when it flipped and landed upside down
in a parking lot at E. 71 St. and Grant Ave., in Cuyahoga
Heights. Above is a picture of the Chevy Equinox
involved, taken by a Newburgh Heights police officer.

Car flips but only minor
injuries reported during
Valley View police pursuit

By Ellen Psenicka
Valley View police officers tried to pull a Chevy Equinox

over last Friday for expired plates at Bank St. and Canal
Rd., and a pursuit ensued when the car took off, said
Valley View Police Detective Joe Ferrando.

As the car traveled down E. 71 St. in Cuyahoga Heights
at reckless and excessive speeds, CHPD set up stop sticks
in the road near Grant Ave., the detective said. When the
speeding car hit the sticks it punctured the tires, and as
the car continued to ride on the rims and shredding tires,
the driver lost control and went off an embankment and
onto a parking lot near Grant and E. 71 St., flipping over.

The three people inside were able to get out of the car
and flee on foot, but officers from Valley View, Newburgh
Heights and Cuyahoga Heights were able to catch them
within minutes.

Two of the three people inside the car were taken to
MetroHealth Medical Center with minor injuries and
released from the hospital later that day, Detective
Ferrando said.

He said two guns were found inside the car, and two of
the individuals inside were wanted on warrants and taken
into custody by Newburgh Heights police.

G.H. Park, Trails meeting
A public Parks and Trails planning meeting is sched-

uled for 5:30 p.m., on Wednesday, Jan. 18, at the
Garfield Heights Civic Center, 5407 Turney Rd. There
will be a presentation on existing conditions and future
improvement opportunities.

Garfield Heights residents can provide input regard-
ing the future of the city's recreation properties by
taking a survey at: https://ohmplanning.typeform.com/
to/lscMdnHn.

Garfield Hts. Council
considers upping its
salary to $18,000 a year;
first raise in 15 years

By Ellen Psenicka
Garfield Heights Council, at its regular Monday night

meeting, passed to a second reading an ordinance to raise
the salary of council members to $18,000 per year,
effective Nov. 13, 2023, the first day of the next council
term.

Council members currently receive $15,125 per annum.
The legislation will again be considered at the next
regular meeting of council.

Passed at the meeting were the following ordinances and
resolutions:

•To renew an agreement on behalf of the city with the
Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District to partici-
pate in the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program.

•To advertise for proposals for various materials, ser-
vices and supplies for the year ending Dec. 31, 2023.

•To submit a payment of $6,000 to the Cuyahoga Soil
and Water Conservation District and Northeast Ohio Re-
gional Sewer District for public involvement and public
education regarding soil and water conservation for 2023.

•To ratify the appointment by the mayor of Ike Dawson,
Sr. to the Neighborhood Advisory Committee Land
Reutilization Program of the city for the term effective
immediately and ending Dec. 31, 2026.

•To apply for the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District's
2023 Community Recycling Awareness Grant of up to
$6,000.

•To honor and congratulate Fr. Thomas Haren on his
retirement. He has been pastor of St. Monica's Catholic
Church in Garfield Heights for over 17 years. Among his
other pastoral assignments was at Holy Name Church,
where the parish hall was named after him. He will live in
residence at the St. Michael Church rectory in Indepen-
dence, according to City Council President Tom Vaughn.

SVD awarded grant from
Ohio State Bar Association

The Ohio State Bar Association has donated $644,685
to Ohio nonprofit organizations in its latest grant cycle,
including $50,000 awarded to Slavic Village Develop-
ment, at Broadway and E. 55 St., Cleveland.

Slavic Village Development is using the grant funds for
an Eviction Prevention Pilot Project, which seeks to
reverse the high rate of eviction in the Slavic Village
community through tenant rights education and proac-
tive legal services.

Over the past few years, SVD has noticed an alarming
rise in out of town rental companies buying up local
property and raising rents beyond what most neighbor-
hood tenants can afford, said Zachariah Germaniuk, direc-
tor of Neighborhood Stabilization at SVD. These rental
increases have been arbitrary and not based on any improve-
ment of property conditions, property tax increases, and far
outpace the normal rate of inflation, he said.

This is especially harmful to many elderly tenants and
families with children who are not in a position to move
and often have strict budgets, Germaniuk said. To help
stabilize its aging renter-neighbors, at the end of 2022, SVD
established the Eviction Prevention Pilot Program with the
$50,000 grant from the Ohio State Bar Association.

The program seeks to achieve two primary goals: 1)
empowering tenants with information and support neces-
sary to hold absentee landlords accountable for substan-
dard property conditions; 2) placing qualifying tenants
on a path towards better housing, including possible
homeownership through one of its housing rehab pro-
grams - Neighbors Invest in Broadway or Slavic Village
Rediscovered.

Neighborhood News online
Neighborhood News readers can get their favorite news-

paper on the web at: theneighborhoodnews.com.
The entire newspaper is available on the N.N. website

every Wednesday morning and can be read in Adobe
Acrobat. Just click on the front page to download the
remaining pages.

Rapist sentenced for
attack in Slavic Village

Tyrese Acoff, 29, who pleaded guilty last month to rape,
kidnapping and gross sexual imposition in a home in
Slavic Village last August, was sentenced to 35 to 40 years
in prison yesterday in the courtroom of Cuyahoga County
Common Pleas Judge Deena Calabrese.

On Aug. 10, 2022, Acoff attacked a 12-year-old girl
inside a home near Marble and Broadway aves., Cleve-
land, and sexually assaulted her. He then forcibly carried
her into another room, sexually assaulted her again, and
then fled the scene. On Aug. 13, Acoff was arrested,
according to information provided by the Cuyahoga
County Prosecutor's Office.
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Maple Hts. Council honors Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
By Judith Goldsworth

Maple Heights Council passed a resolution to observe
the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and honor his
life at its first meeting of 2023 on Wednesday, Jan. 4.

The late civil rights pioneer, who was born Jan. 15,
1929, is honored every year with a federal holiday on the
third Monday of January, which this year is Monday, Jan.
16. The resolution, which was the sole piece of legislation
on last week’s agenda, was passed unanimously.

Dr. King “changed our nation forever through his
leadership, service and clarity of vision,” states the legis-
lation. “He devoted his life to strengthening the content
of the American character, and called on our nation to
live up to its founding principles of life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness for all its citizens... through his
determination, spirit and resolve, Dr. King helped lift

souls and lead one of the greatest movements for equality
and freedom in history.” All citizens are encouraged to
honor Dr. King, “not only upon the occasion of his
birthday but throughout the whole year, by living out his
teachings as we continue to work for the day when the
dignity and humanity of every person is respected.”

Announcements
Regarding the city’s bond rating, Mayor Annette Blackwell

announced, “I am very happy to share that we will be meeting
with Moody’s Investor’s Services in the next couple of weeks,
and we are very optimistic that our rate will be increased, as
it has been for the past three years.”

Councilwoman Toni Jones said that Cuyahoga County
property tax bills would be sent out in the coming weeks.
She noted that assistance, including grant funding, was
available from the city.

Start 2023 out right with
help from Legal Aid Soc.

By Tonya Sams
It’s time to start getting your affairs in order for the new

year and The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland can help!
Legal Aid has been offering free civil legal services to

those with low incomes (up to 200% federal poverty
guideline) since 1905 – the fifth oldest legal aid organi-
zation in the United States. Legal Aid not only serves
residents in Cuyahoga but also in Ashtabula, Geauga,
Lake, and Lorain counties.

Call Legal Aid if you need help with:
•Housing: foreclosure, eviction, landlord/tenant is-

sues, utilities, public housing
•Work: unemployment compensation, IRS tax issues,

sealing criminal records, securing a valid ID or profes-
sional license

•Money: loans (school, payday, auto, debt), public
benefits (food stamps, energy assistance, cash assistance,
supplemental security income), bankruptcy

•Family: domestic violence, divorce, custody, immigra-
tion, education, estate planning

•Health: medical bill collection, access to medical
records, Medicare and Medicaid, marketplace tax credits
and penalties

Legal Aid provides assistance with civil legal issues but
cannot assist with applications for benefits or criminal
cases.

Legal Aid attorneys provide one-on-one consultation at
Brief Advice Clinics and represent clients at court and
administrative hearings. Attorneys also go into the com-
munity to educate residents regarding their rights and the
services that are available to prospective clients.

Legal Aid helps clients like Deja (not her real name).
Deja made her rental payments on time each month –
until the pandemic hit. She had to change jobs and lost
a significant amount of income as she struggled to find
childcare for her daughter, who was no longer going to
school in-person.

She fell behind in her rent and soon received an eviction
notice. She also owed increasing late fees which were
snowballing at $25 per day.

Once connected with Legal Aid, an attorney helped
Deja apply for rent assistance through CHN Housing
Partners, and her application was approved. Deja’s attor-
ney was then able to negotiate with her landlord to accept
that money as back pay plus three months of future rent
payments.

Need help? Call Legal Aid at 888-817-3777 during
normal business hours or apply online 24/7 at lasclev.org/
contact/. When speaking with a Legal Aid intake special-
ist be sure to have income information and necessary
documentation related to your legal issue on hand. To
request an outreach/education event or materials for your
community group, email: outreach@lasclev.org.

(Tonya Sams is the Development and Communications
assistant for The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.)
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(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

GARFIELD HEIGHTS
Burglary

On Dec. 15, police were dispatched to a home in the
5300 block of E. 117 St., for a burglary report. The
resident caller met police in his driveway and showed
them video of a black male walking down his driveway at
12:56 p.m., on report date. The male broke into the
residence, and at 1:04 p.m., exited the house and walked
down the driveway carrying a bag filled with items,
including $500 cash, three guns, Gucci tote and purse
and several gaming systems. Video of the incident will be
forwarded to the Detective Bureau.

Motor Vehicle Accident
On Dec. 29, at about 9:30 p.m., an officer was dis-

patched to the 10200 block of S. Highland Ave., for a car
accident. The male driver of a 2009 Nissan Murano had
hit an unoccupied parked car so hard that it pushed it off
the road separating one of its tires from the vehicle. It
ended up spun around in the front lawn of a S. Highland
Ave. home. The driver of the Murano fled the scene of the
accident continuing to drive west on S. Highland, where
he struck a light pole, splitting it in half. The Murano is
believed to have rolled over several times before coming
to rest in front of a home in the 10000 block of S.
Highland Ave.

The driver showed back up on scene where the GHFD
began to treat him. He decided to run away from medical
aid on foot and police engaged in a foot pursuit after him.
He was finally located in front of Dave's Supermarket in
Turneytown, and admitted that he was the driver of the
Murano. He was arrested for obstructing official business
and cited for hit/skip, failure to reinstate and reckless
operation.

Criminal Damage – Auto
On Jan. 2, police took a report from a man living in the

9400 block of Birchwood Ave., who said he was cleaning
out the back seat of his car that was parked in his driveway
and found a spent rifle round on the seat. He then
checked the roof of his car and found a bullet hole over
the back seat. He said he had not moved his vehicle since
Dec. 29, 2022.

Traffic Complaint – Possible OVI
On Jan. 4, shortly  before 3 p.m., an officer was

dispatched to the 5700 block of Transportation Blvd. for
a private property crash. A motorist met him while
standing outside his vehicle and told police as he was
driving he was cut off by an SUV. He appeared unsteady,

glassy-eyed and a strong odor of an alcoholic beverage
emanated from him. He had driven his vehicle off the
paved lot and into a fence. He participated in a Field
Sobriety Test and was transported to city jail. The owner
of the fence was advised of the report.

Theft from Auto
On Jan. 5, an officer spoke with a man from Miller Cable

Co., who said one of the company vehicles had both
catalytic converters stolen from it sometime between 2
p.m. on Jan. 4, and 9:30 a.m., on Jan. 5. He said the
vehicle was parked in the construction zone on I-480 at
Transportation Blvd.

Child Endangerment
Shortly before 2 a.m., on Jan. 6, officers were sent to

check the welfare of a juvenile who was banging on the
inside door of an apartment in the 5100 block of E. 88 St.
Police were able to gain entry to the apartment through an
unlocked window and found the only occupant was a girl,
about 2 or 3 years of age, who witnesses said had been
alone inside for about a half hour. About 15 minutes later
the child’s mother came home and told police she had
gone to buy pain medication at a gas station and didn’t
take her daughter because she didn’t want to wake her.
The mother was placed under arrest for child endanger-
ment because her child was at a substantial risk of physical
harm by leaving her alone in the apartment. She was
booked and housed at city jail. Custody of the child was
given to her father. Charges pending.

Bedford Councilman Smith
sworn in after election to
unexpired Ward 4 council seat

By Judith Goldsworth
Bedford Mayor Stan Koci swore in Frank Smith to the

remainder of an unexpired term as the city’s Ward 4
Council representative, at council’s 2023 organizational
meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 3.

Smith was appointed in May of last year to fill the
vacancy left in the Ward 4 seat after longtime Council-
woman Paula Mizsak died in February.

According to the city charter, following his appoint-
ment in May, Smith was required to run in the November
8, 2022 General Election to fill out the remainder of
Mizsak’s unexpired four-year term, which ends December
31, 2023.

Smith ran unopposed in the November election, receiv-
ing a total of 376 votes, and can run for a new four-year
term in the November 2023 election.
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Local officials attend
swearing-in ceremonies
for District 18 State Rep.

District 18 State Representative Darnell T. Brewer
was sworn in to office on Tuesday, Jan. 3, in Columbus.
The new District 18 encompasses Cleveland's Wards
1,2,4,5 and 6, as well as Garfield Heights and Maple
Heights. Shown at the Ohio Statehouse last week are,
from left: Garfield Heights Ward 4 Councilman Avery
Johnson, State Rep. Brewer, Garfield Heights Mayor
Matt Burke, and Maple Heights Mayor Annette
Blackwell.     Photo courtesy of the city of Maple Heights

Garfield Heights Branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library

Here are a few  of the FREE programs available this
month at the Garfield Heights Branch Library, 5409
Turney Rd. Call 216-475-8178 to register or for more
information.

ADULT PROGRAMS
Bag Book Sale We are doing a bag sale! Purchase a bag

at the Circulation Desk for $5 and fill it with items from
our book sale.

Innovation Center: Hands-On Help Drop in to work

on a project in our Innovation Center! A staff member will
be present to give hands-on help. An Innovation Center
orientation is required. Wednesday, Jan. 11, 6:30-8:30
p.m.

Innovation Center Orientation Learn about the equip-
ment and policies of the Innovation Centers throughout
Cuyahoga County Public Library. Attending this orienta-
tion allows users to utilize the Innovation Centers through-
out the library system. Upcoming dates: Friday, Jan. 13,
10-11 a.m., and Tuesday, Jan. 24, 7-8 p.m. Registration
required.

Amanda Wicker: Black Fashion Design in Cleveland
Learn the fascinating history behind local fashion de-
signer Amanda Wicker (1894-1987) and her legacy in the
fashion world and beyond. Monday, Jan. 16, 7-8 p.m.
Registration required.

Tuesday Evening Book Discussion Join us for our new
monthly book discussion. January’s title is "Sea of Tran-
quility" by Emily St. John Mandel. Tuesday, Jan. 17, 7-
8 p.m. Registration required.

Introduction to Neurographic Drawing Explore this
calming, restorative art form and learn how to easily
recreate yourself when you need a mindful moment.
Monday, Jan. 23, 7-8:30 p.m. Registration required.

Word 1 Learn how to enter and format text and images,
change line spacing and more in Microsoft Word. Prereq-
uisite: Experience using a mouse or Computer Basics.
Wednesday, Jan. 25, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Adobe Illustrator & Laser Engraver Basics Learn the
basics of Adobe Illustrator software, how to design a
project for the Laser Engraver, and how to use the Laser
Engraver. Thursday, Jan. 26, 1:30-4:30 p.m.

CHILDREN and FAMILIES
Maker Mondays Join us weekly for a different craft or

activity. Mondays at 3:30 p.m.
Virtual Family Storytime All ages are welcome to join

us with their caregiver for stories, songs and fingerplays.
Held over Zoom. Mondays, 6:45-7:30 p.m. Registration
required.

Winter Music and Movement Storytime Join us for
music and movement-themed stories, songs, and activi-
ties. Wednesdays, 10-10:30 a.m.

Family Space Come play at the library! In addition to
our regular play area, Family Space will feature additional
toys and staff dedicated to connecting you to services you
need. Intended for children from birth to age 5 years.
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Pretend-Play-Perform Acting Club Children in grades
3-5 can come participate in our new theatre club including
theatre games, improvisation, storytelling and more. Satur-
day, Jan. 21, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Registration required.

Literary Patches Learn how to create an embroidery
patch of a literary character. Tuesday, Jan. 31, 6-7:30
p.m. Registration required.
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OverDrive in G.H. donates
$10,000 to Food Pantry

Employees at OverDrive in Garfield Heights, a global
distributor of digital content for libraries and schools,
recently donated $10,000 to the Garfield Heights Food
Pantry. Pictured outside the company headquarters on
Granger Rd., are, from left: Senior Center Director Paul
Birk, Senior Center Manager Jennifer Sopkovich,
OverDrive collection coordinator Mandee Strefas, Senior
Center activities/transportation coordinator Laketia
Gaston, Mayor Matt Burke and Paul Elrabadi of OverDrive.

Newburgh Heights resi-
dent Mrs. Florentine (Tina)
Doubek celebrated her mile-
stone 100th birthday last
Saturday, Jan. 7, receiving
flowers and a council proc-
lamation from the village.

Many of her 20 great-
grandchildren, 7 grandchil-
dren and her children
Wendy, Celeste and Bruce
took shifts staying with Tina
on her special day.

Shown in the photo with
Tina  on her 100th birthday
are Newburgh Heights
Council members, from left:
Bill Dunman, Michelle
Graora and Steve Moran,
who presented her with the
council proclamation and
flowers. Members of the
Newburgh Heights police,
fire and service departments
also attended for the brief
presentation.

Tina Doubek honored on 100th birthday

Red Cross
blood donor
opportunity
Independence

1/23/23: noon to 6 p.m.,
Independence Community
Center, 6363 Selig Dr.

Avery Johnson
announces
reelection bid

Garfield Heights Ward 4
Councilman Avery Johnson
this week announced he is
running for re-election to
Garfield Heights Council.

"It is an honor and privi-
lege to serve the residents of
Ward 4 and the city of
Garfield Heights," he said.

Maple Hts. High wrestlers rally to tournament title
After trailing throughout the preliminary rounds, the

Maple Heights High School wrestling team rallied to win
six of eight finals matches to clinch the championship of
the 7th annual Maple Heights Holiday Tournament.

The Mustangs tallied 209 points to outdistance a field of
twelve teams. Westlake finished as runners-up with 195.5
points followed by Padua (174 points), Cuyahoga Heights
(144 points), Twinsburg (124.5 points), Painesville Harvey
(89 points), John Adams (73 points), Akron Garfield (66.5
points), Brush (56 points), Villa Angela/St. Joseph (47
points), Garfield Heights (46 points) and Trinity (40 points).

Winning individual championships for Coach Jamie
Milkovich’s Mustangs were Jayshawn Eggleton (113
pounds), Derek Palmer (132 pounds), Terry Murphy (144
pounds), Kendall Matthews-Callum (150 pounds), Kaden
Pulley (175 pounds) and Devin Jones (190 pounds).

Jaden Weaver (106 pounds) and Vontez Tyus (138
pounds) finished as runners-up in their respective weight

classes with Christian Allen (285 pounds) chipping in a
third-place finish.

Other wrestlers earning spots on the podium were
Jaquan Quinn (6th at 106 pounds), Erique Robertson, Jr.
(4th at 132 pounds), Lee Scott (6th at 190 pounds) and
Steven Gardner (5th at 285 pounds).

The Mustangs hosted the 13th annual Maroon & White
Duals at Wylie Athletic Complex on Saturday, Jan. 7. They
kept their dual meet record unblemished be racing to the
championship, and finished with a 5-0 mark in the duals
format tournament by topping Eastlake North 39-33, Brook-
lyn 70-0, Akron Buchtel 57-6, Chagrin Falls 62-18 and
Akron Garfield 68-5. Eastlake North, with a 4-1 record, was
runnerup on the strength of their head-to-head victory over
Painesville Harvey which also had a 4-1 record.

Undefeated wrestlers for Coach Milkovich's Mustangs
were Jayshawn Eggleton, Devin Leeson, Kaden Pulley,
Lee Scott and Devin Jones.
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WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

Shaker Hts./Chelton. 2-1/2 bedrooms
down. New carpeting. No pets. No
smoking. $950 plus security. (216)
799-1633.

House for rent: E. 138/Harvard. 2
bedrooms up. Carpeted. No pets. No
smoking. $650 plus security. (216)
799-1633.

Advert ise in The Neighborhood
News. Call (216) 441-2141.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2023

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

Fleet area. 2 bedroom, up and down.
Some appliances. $600 month plus
deposit. Call (216) 785-6820.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

Garfield Hts. area. 2 bedrooms up.
New flooring/paint. Garage/deck.
Washer/dryer connect. $750 plus
deposit. No Section 8. (216) 538-
4067.

LOST CATLOST CATLOST CATLOST CATLOST CAT LOST CATLOST CATLOST CATLOST CATLOST CAT

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS
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