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Garfield Hts. man dead in
officer-involved shooting

Garfield Heights police were dispatched to Hathaway
Rd. last week to do a welfare check on what they believed
was a suicidal man who had previously that day called
GHPD asking for the Suicide Hotline number.

According to a post on the Garfield Heights Police
Department's Facebook page, which did not include the
victim's name but was later confirmed, the following is
what occurred.

On Tuesday, Nov. 14, at about 12:25 p.m., Bernard
Russell called police asking for the Suicide Hotline
number but hung up as dispatchers began asking follow-
up questions.

The address of the call was tracked to a residence on
Hathaway Rd., where officers followed up with a welfare
check on Russell. When they arrived at the home, Russell's
wife answered the door and told officers her husband was
in the basement alone.

Police went to the basement and found the 67-year-old
Russell sitting on a couch with a firearm in his hand
threatening to commit suicide. Officers then requested
additional resources to be dispatched, including crisis
intervention negotiators and medical personnel.

Officers spoke with the male for about 10 minutes trying
to convince him to put the gun down. Russell then
allegedly pointed the gun at the officers and two of them
fired at Russell, causing him to fall to the ground. They
immediately performed live-saving measures on Russell,
but he ultimately died from his injuries. No officers or
other individuals were injured.

The Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation was alerted
and responded to the scene. Two officers have been placed
on paid administrative leave, per department policy.

NN closed for holiday weekend
The Neighborhood News will be closed Thursday and

Friday this week for the long holiday weekend, and will
reopen at 9 a.m. Monday, Nov. 27. Normal deadlines will
apply. We extend to all our wish for a safe and blessed
Thanksgiving Day holiday.

Holiday Tree Lightings
Bedford

Bedford's annual Holiday Lighting Ceremony will be
held at 6 p.m. sharp tonight, Wednesday, Nov. 22, in the
Historic Downtown District. The ice sculpture displays
start at 4:30 p.m., followed by a chance to visit with Santa
and Mrs. Claus after that.

During tonight's festivities, the Bedford Downtown
Alliance will be holding a "Wine Pull" fundraiser from
5:30-6:30 p.m. outside the Bedford Falls Cafe, for the
benefit of the Bedford Police "Shop With A Cop" pro-
gram, in which officers escort area youngsters to local
stores to buy holiday gifts.

The Bedford Historical Society Museum will also be
open during the event, and visitors are welcome to come
and get an early start on holiday shopping.

Cleveland
On Saturday, Nov. 25, Downtown Cleveland, INC.

invites Clevelanders and visitors alike to experience the
kickoff of WinterLand, a festive series of events and a
holiday tree lighting on Public Square. Events and activi-
ties begin as early as noon, with main stage Public Square
programming starting at 4 p.m. It will be a day of music,
food, entertainment, holiday activities and fireworks. As
always, Santa will make an appearance as well as various
local favorite holiday characters.

Independence
Santa and Mrs. Claus will join Mayor Gregory Kurtz and

First Lady Lyn Kurtz to help Independence residents
light up Elmwood Park and Public Square during the
city’s annual Tree Lighting and Santa Drive-Thru on
Saturday, Dec. 2.

The event takes place in Elmwood Park and the Kiwanis
Club Pavilion from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., and culminates
with a spectacular fireworks display.

Residents can register their children ages 12 and under
to receive a stocking from Santa at the Drive-Thru.
Registration is required by Nov. 27, and can be made by
calling 216-524-7373.

During the Tree Lighting celebration, attendees can
shop for beautiful live evergreen décor at the Christmas
Market.

Maple Heights
The Holiday Lighting Ceremony in Maple Heights,

featuring a visit from Santa Claus, will be held at Maple
Heights City Hall, 5353 Lee Rd., on Sunday, Nov. 26,
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. All are welcome to visit with Santa
and enjoy holiday music and refreshments.

First Tee - Cleveland
celebrates 20 years at gala

First Tee - Cleveland marked its 20th anniversary on
Wednesday, Nov. 8, at its annual Grit, Gratitude & You
annual event at Windows on the River in the Flats area of
downtown Cleveland, with former Indians player Andre
Thornton, founder of First Tee - Cleveland, on hand to
accept special 20th anniversary recognition.

In 1997, First Tee began as a partnership among the
LPGA, the Masters Tournament, the PGA of America, the
PGA Tour and the USGA to provide access to affordable
junior golf programming. Combining the rules of the
game with life and leadership skills, kids learn important
values and life skills found through golf in a safe, fun
environment.

Shown above at First Tee - Cleveland's annual Grit,
Gratitude & You event Nov. 8, at Windows on the River
are, from left: honoree Marc A. Stefanski, First Tee -
Cleveland founder and former Cleveland Indians player
Andre Thornton and longtime civic activist Barbara
Anderson.     Photo by Tony Brancatelli

(Continued on Page 2)

Maple Heights Council
amends rules for public
comments at meetings

By Judith Goldsworth
Maple Heights Council passed an ordinance at its

meeting last week to amend its Rules of Order regarding
comments at regular council meetings.

Comments may be accepted at meetings from "residents,
owners of property within the city and authorized repre-
sentatives of governmental offices, nonprofit organiza-
tions and businesses located and operating within the
city," according to the legislation.

(Continued on Page 3)
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First Tee - Cleveland celebrates 20 years at gala

In 1999, Andre Thornton took the lead to found a First
Tee chapter in Cleveland, and in 2003, First Tee -
Cleveland, in cooperation with the Cleveland Metropoli-
tan School District, the city of Cleveland and the Cleve-
land Metroparks, secured 60 acres of land at the Wash-
ington Park Horticultural Center in Newburgh Heights,
to construct a nine-hole golf course, practice facility,
clubhouse and the Iris S. & Bert L. Wolstein Life Skills
Education Center.

The golf course and life skills center are operated by the
Cleveland Metroparks, while the youth programming is
under the direction of First Tee - Cleveland.

Marc Stefanski honored
At the celebration, Third Federal Savings & Loan Chair-

man and CEO Marc A. Stefanski was presented this year's
Del de Windt Leadership Award for Civic Engagement.

In 2007, under Stefanski's leadership, Third Federal
made a minority public offering and directed the creation
of the Third Federal Foundation from the company's
IPO, which has now donated almost $60 million to the
communities Third Federal serves, supporting educa-
tion, housing and other community development initia-
tives.

Third Federal's main headquarters is located at 7007
Broadway Ave., Cleveland, in the Slavic Village area of the
city.

"First Tee - Cleveland has been a wonderful addition to
the Slavic Village community that we can be proud of,
providing amazing opportunities to young children,"
commented former Ward 12 Councilman Tony Brancatelli,
who was present at the First Tee gala.

Letters to the Editor
NN founder's story inspiring
Ms. Ellen Psenicka, Editor, The Neighborhood News
Your series of articles in recent weeks depicting your

founder, Mr. Vaclav Psenicka, from his boyhood in
Europe to his founding of The Neighborhood News in his
new home in the Cleveland, OH area, was most inspiring.

Even crossing the Atlantic Ocean did not prove too
great an obstacle to fulfilling his dream of participating
in a free press in America.

Thank you for all the work The Neighborhood News
staff put into bringing his story to us.

Joseph Bell
Resident, Jennings Center For Older Adults, Garfield

Heights

Ward 7 Block Watch meets
The Garfield Heights Ward 7 Block Watch, sponsored

by Councilwoman Jenn Newrones, will meet Thursday,
Nov. 30, at 7 p.m., in the cafeteria of St. Benedict School,
13633 Rockside Rd. All are welcome to come and meet
our new councilwoman. For more information contact
Gail, 216-662-9213.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Maple Heights Council amends rules for public comments at meetings
Also, prior to the start of a regular council meeting,

persons wishing to comment must register by completing
a sign-in sheet providing their name, property address
within the city and residence address if different, the
name of the governmental office, nonprofit organization
or business they represent, and the subject upon which
they intend to give comment. All registration information
is public record.

The legislation also states that the council clerk shall call
persons to give their comment in the order in which they
registered on the sign-in sheet. When called, the person
shall come forward and give their comment.

Comments shall be limited to four minutes per person,
with no person being allowed to speak more than once,
with no profanity or comments of "a personal or inflam-
matory nature" accepted. The total amount of time for
comments during a regular meeting is limited to 45
minutes total, except under special circumstances, ac-
cording to the ordinance.

Council President Ron Jackson said that the legislation
is designed to spell out who may speak at council
meetings and will include residents but also those who are
not residents but who have a stake in the city.

The second change within the legislation, Jackson said,
is the provision that people who wish to speak must
provide their name and address, which would include, in
the case of nonresidents, where their property and/or
business is located within the city.

City asks $50K grant to help homeowners

Council also approved a resolution authorizing Mayor
Annette Blackwell and Director of Planning and Devel-
opment Joe Duffy and other city officials to apply to the
Cuyahoga County Department of Development for a
Community Development Supplemental Grant (CDSG)
for 2024 in an amount not to exceed $50,000, to fund the
Maple Heights Exterior Home Repair Grant Program.

The CDSG funds are available to eligible municipalities
to fund projects "meeting a community development
need related to the health or welfare of the community,"
including the home repair grant program.

Commission, board members to get raise
Also passed at last week's meeting were three ordinances

regarding pay raises. The first was to increase the rate of
compensation for Civil Service Commission members
from $75 per meeting to $90 per meeting. The second was
to increase compensation for Planning and Zoning Com-
mission members from $75 per meeting to $90 per
meeting, not to exceed $2,160 per year, and also increas-
ing the compensation for the chairperson from $85 per
meeting to $100 per meeting, not to exceed $2,400 per
year. The third ordinance increase the compensation for
Architectural Review Board members from a rate of $60

per hour to $90 per hour. All three ordinances will be
effective January 1, 2024.

Also approved was an ordinance amending the city's
2023 budget. In correspondence and documents pro-
vided to council, Finance Director Tinita Tillman stated
that one of the amendments, regarding the Local Fiscal
Recovery Fund, will move the ARPA (American Rescue
Plan Act) appropriations from the "Other" category to the
"Personal" category. It also appropriates the total grant
amount that was split up into multiple payments.

Tillman also stated that the other amendment, regard-
ing the Police Levy Fund, "will allow the city to expend
the insurance proceeds that we received from our insur-
ance company." The city's current estimated 2023 appro-
priations stand at about $45 million, according to the
documents.

(Continued from Page 1)
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WeldonPC.com offering free online computer classes
Embracing the spirit of lifelong learning and digital

literacy, WeldonPC.com, a renowned provider of digital
and tech services in Northeast Ohio located right here in
Garfield Heights, is offering a series of free online tech
classes.

These classes, hosted on Zoom every Tuesday at 5 p.m.,
are designed to cater to a wide range of interests and skill
levels, ensuring that everyone in the community has the
opportunity to enhance their tech savvy.

The series kicked off with a deep dive into Microsoft's
latest operating system, and the program continued with
"Navigating the Internet Safely," for anyone looking to
understand the intricacies of safe online browsing.

Upcoming classes cover a variety of topics. The "Begin-
ners Guide to Zoom" is perfect for those wanting to get to

grips with one of the leading online meeting tools, while
"Cyber Security Essentials" offers critical insights into
protecting oneself in the digital space. For those looking
to optimize their home networks, "Home Network Setup
and Optimization" will be a key session.

Business owners and professionals are not left out, with
classes like "Business IT Solutions" and "Creating a Mail
Merge with Microsoft Excel & Word 365," tailored to
enhance their operational efficiency using technology.
Creative minds can look forward to "Intro to Web Creation
with WordPress," perfect for budding web designers or
entrepreneurs aiming to establish their online presence.

In a nod to the evolving tech landscape, WeldonPC has
also included a session on "ChatGPT: Introduction and
Getting Value from the FREE Model," providing a peek
into the world of AI and how it can be leveraged effec-
tively.

In addition to these skill-based classes, WeldonPC is
also addressing the needs of families and parents with
"Parent’s Guide to Tech Safety," ensuring that guardians
are equipped to protect and guide their children in the
digital age. For those interested in participating, there’s
no need for any registration links. Simply visit https://
weldonpc.com/class from your mobile device or computer
to register for these free sessions.

Free holiday meal to go
at Third Federal Savings

Free holiday meals to go will be served on Thanksgiv-
ing Eve, Wednesday, Nov. 22, from 3-5 p.m., in the
parking lot of the headquarters of Third Federal Sav-
ings, 7007 Broadway Ave. Vehicles can enter through
the 7100 Aetna Rd. gate. Pedestrians and those using
public transportation will have access through a walk up
gate and door.
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Maple Heights Branch Library
Here are a few of the FREE programs being offered in

December at the Maple Heights Branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library, located at 5225 Library Lane,
Maple Hts. For more information or to register, please
call 216-475-5000.

Adults
Small Business Speaker Series: Terry Murphy, Tues-

day, Dec. 5, 6:30 p.m. Learn from local entrepreneur and
owner of Fresh Lyfe, Terry Murphy. Fresh Lyfe is a clean

eating restaurant in Maple Heights specializing in salads,
wraps, vegan delights and smoothies.

Don’t Fall For Fake News! Tuesday, Dec. 19, 7 p.m.
Learn how to identify fake news, disinformation and
misinformation using tools, fact checking, critical think-
ing and common sense.

Celebrate Kwanzaa: Ujima, Thursday, Dec. 28, 6:30
p.m. Join us for a Kwanzaa celebration led by The
Cleveland Association of Black Storytellers. Ujima, the
Kwanzaa principle for today, means collective work and
responsibility.

Children and Families
Playdough Party, Thursday, Dec. 7, 10:30 a.m. Ages

2-5. Little hands can roll, sculpt and squish with play
dough!

Weekend Wind Down, Friday, Dec. 15, 4 p.m. Teens
grades 6-12. Decompress at the end of the week with an
open craft hour.
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House for rent: E. 138/Harvard. 2
bedrooms up. Carpeted. No pets.
No smoking. $650 plus security.
(216) 799-1633.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

57th/Harvard area. One and two
bedroom apartments. Clean! Up-
dated. Driveway parking. $600 -
$650 plus security deposit. No pets.
Leave message, (440) 669-9300.

RENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENTRENT APARTMENT

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Auto Mechanic. Full time, part time.
Good pay! Must have tools. Trans-
mission shop. (216) 477-5915.

ADVERTISE in The N.N. Deadline
every Monday before 5:00 p.m.

Warehouse  wo rke r /De l i ve r y
d r i ve r .  No  weekends ,  f l ex i b l e
hours, clean driving record. Ability
to lift 40 pounds. This is an enjoy-
able environment for someone look-
ing for f lexible, part-t ime hours.
(440) 934-6879.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE FOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALEFOR  SALE
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CHRISTMAS FUN AT CIVIC CENTER

Holiday Lighting ceremonies took place on Sunday at the Garfield Heights Civic
Center with lots of afternoon activities going on before Santa and Mayor Matt Burke
flipped the light switch at dusk. Shown above are the children and Mayor Burke
participating in a good old-fashioned Christmas sing-a-long inside the Center.   Photo
by Elena Psenicka

Drawing to benefit GHPD
'Shop with a Cop' event

The Garfield Heights Po-
lice Department is once
again participating in this
year's "Shop with a Cop,"
hosted by the Fraternal Or-
der of Police on Saturday,
Dec. 16. For every 150 tick-
ets sold, officers will take
one child shopping for the
holidays.

To provide the children
money for their shopping
excursion, GHPD is hold-
ing a prize drawing on
Thursday, Dec. 21. Tickets
are $1 each or 6 for $5.
Grand prize is a 50" televi-
sion, second prize an IPad
and third prize is $100.

To buy tickets or to do-
nate, see the Records De-

partment at the police sta-
tion, 5555 Turney Rd.,
Monday through Friday,
from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
If you need help outside of

these hours, contact Dis-
patch at 216-475-1234.
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