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Delawnte Hardy indicted for murder of Cleveland
police officer, Garfield Heights grandmother

Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Michael C. O’Malley an-
nounced last week that a Cuyahoga County grand jury has
returned an indictment charging Delawnte Hardy, 24, for
the aggravated murder of Cleveland Police Officer
Jamieson Ritter in Cleveland and the aggravated murder
of Hardy's grandmother, Beatrice Porter, in Garfield
Heights.

“In the course of a week, Delawnte Hardy caused
unimaginable damage and grief to two families, our law
enforcement community and our entire region,” said
O’Malley. “My office will walk step by step with these two
families to ensure justice is served. My thoughts and
prayers remain with those grieving from this tragic situ-
ation.”

On June 28, 2024, Hardy was staying with his 63-year-
old grandmother, Beatrice Porter, at her residence near
Reindeer Ave. and Claremont Blvd., in Garfield Heights.
While inside her residence, he stole her firearm and shot
her in the back of the head, according to prosecutors.
Afterward, he fled the scene on his grandfather’s bicycle.

A family member arrived at the residence the next
morning around 1 a.m., found the victim and called the
police. The Garfield Heights Police Department and
EMS responded and transported Porter to a nearby
hospital. A felonious assault warrant was issued for Hardy’s

arrest that same day. On July 4, 2024, around 12 p.m.,
Porter was pronounced deceased.

On July 4, 2024, around 1 a.m., the Cleveland Division
of Police (CDP) responded to a call stating that Hardy was
at a residence near E. 80 St. and Wade Park Ave. in
Cleveland. CDP officers arrived on the scene and placed
a spotlight on the residence. During the next couple
minutes, police said Officer Ritter instructed Hardy six
times over a loudspeaker to exit the residence out the front
door with his hands up. Hardy then began to flee out the
back door of the residence on his grandfather’s bicycle
with two swords and the firearm he stole from his grand-
mother.

As Hardy rode away, several officers attempted to arrest
him. During the struggle, police said, Hardy fired four
shots at multiple officers. The first shot struck Officer
Ritter, the second shot nearly missed another officer, and
the third shot was in the direction of two other officers.
CDP officers began providing lifesaving aid to Officer
Ritter. He was transported to a nearby hospital, where he
was later pronounced deceased. Hardy was arrested and
taken into custody.

On July 10, 2024, Delawnte Hardy was indicted on the
following charges: Three counts of aggravated murder,
two counts of attempted aggravated murder, one count of
murder, four counts of felonious assault, two counts of
aggravated robbery, two counts of receiving stolen prop-
erty, one count of having weapons while under disability,
one count of theft, one count of resisting arrest and one
count of misdemeanor theft.

South East Kiwanis Club
donates to Cleveland Missing

Kiwanis Club of South East Cleveland President Tony
Brancatelli, in photo at right, presented a donation from
Kiwanis recently to Cleveland Missing Director Sylvia
Colon, center, and Cleveland Missing Board President
John Majoy, also Newburgh Heights chief of police.

The donation will be used in support of a fundraiser
being held for the Cleveland Family Center for Missing
Children & Adults, founded by Colon and her cousin,
Gina Dejesus, who was abducted on April 2, 2004, while
walking home from school in Cleveland and held against
her will until her escape with two others on May 6, 2013.

The organization provides a support system for families
experiencing the difficult time of missing a loved one.

The fundraiser, set for Friday, Aug. 9, at Ariel Interna-
tional, 1163 E. 40 St., Cleveland, will feature guest
speaker Chris Hansen, author of "To Catch a Predator
and Takedown."

There are still tickets and sponsorships available for the
fundraiser. Go online to https://givebutter.com/
Gu5VdDclevelandmissing.org or call 216-232-6470.

Polish Picnic at PAAC
The Polish-American Cultural Center, John Paul II,

6501 Lansing Ave., Cleveland, invites everyone to a
Polish Picnic this Saturday, July 20, from noon to 10 p.m.
on the PACC grounds.

There will be delicious, homemade Polish food pre-
pared on site along with a cash bar featuring imported
Polish beer, a Kids Zone with a bouncy house as well as
Polish vendors selling one-of-a-kind gifts.

A special guest appearance from DJ Bryan Palacz from
the Polish Freight & Music Company, music by the Tom
Katrenich Orchestra and a raffle for cash prizes will
highlight the family-friendly event. Admission is free;
event will be held rain or shine.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY!
Christmas in July at the Dan Kostel Recreation Center

pool, 5411 Turney Rd., Garfield Heights, will be held
this Saturday, July 20, from 2 to 7 p.m., weather permit-
ting. All the Christmas activities will be
held from 2-5 p.m., with music by Ken
Dillon Voiceovers LLC, dancing on the
pool deck with Hula Hoops and to the
Limbo Rock, More Fun Entertainment
(balloon twister), a free raffle with great
prizes, and hopefully a visit from Santa Claus!

Residents - $5 (admission with proof)
Non-Residents - $7 admission
4 & under are free with a paying adult
Patrons with current season passes & ID cards – no

charge.

Pride Month legislation
defeated on 3rd reading
in Maple Heights

By Judith Goldsworth

A resolution recognizing the month of June as "LGBTQ+
Pride Month" in the city of Maple Heights failed to pass
on its third and final reading at the city council meeting
held Wednesday, July 3. The legislation also failed to
pass on its first two readings at May and June council
meetings.

Besides District 2 Councilwoman Toni Jones, who first
sponsored the bill, two other council members voted yes
to adopt the legislation: Timothy Tatum of District 3 and
Dana Anderson of District 4. Council members voting
against were Tanglyn Madden of District 5 and Edwina
Agee of District 7. Abstaining from the vote were Stafford
Shenett of District 1 and Tina Stafford-Marbury of Dis-
trict 6. Because a simple majority of four out of seven
affirmative votes was needed to pass, the legislation failed,
Council Clerk Leonette Cicirella Johnson stated.

(Continued on Page 2)
All 2024 Swimming Pool Rules apply. Visit our web page

for details at www.garfieldhts.org
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Pride Month legislation defeated on third reading in Maple Heights
(Continued from Page 1)

Stafford-Marbury said that council members had dis-
cussed having more education on the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity in the city "and none of that was done... We talked
about the community members we have here in Maple
Heights, and as I indicated at the last meeting, there was
nothing done."

She added that she had spoken with members of the
LGBTQ+ community, "And what I am getting from that
community is that they live their lives and they go to work
and go for entertainment, and when they come home,
they want to be peaceful."

Agee suggested that more information on the legislation
should have been made available to council members and
that it should have been introduced earlier in the year
before June, to allow council more time to learn about it
and consider it.

Mayor Annette Blackwell responded that she had been
getting numerous phone calls from the LGBTQ+ com-
munity regarding the legislation and she's been flooded
with questions.

"I don't get a vote because I'm not a legislator," Blackwell
said, "but if I had a vote, I would vote for this. Perhaps next
year there is a collaboration among you and you can
present legislation that's not missing anything, that we
can vote for and acknowledge this, like we do for so many
other months."

Council President Ron Jackson stated, "Coming from a
category, that being of color, that has been through the
years discriminated against and held back, it's hard for

me not to want to see this pass... I don't have to agree with
the lifestyle, but I would say that I agree with (the
LGBTQ+ community) being recognized. And through
this resolution, it would be just a small step to recognize
that group of people."

Sale of 15 parcels for new houses approved
Council passed a resolution authorizing Blackwell to

enter into an agreement to sell 15 vacant, city-owned lots
through its Land Bank to GLH LLC, for a total amount of
$37,501, for the construction and sale of a single family,
owner-occupied home on each property.

The legislation states that GLH will build a home on
each property within three years after the effective date of
the agreement, with the following minimum improve-
ments: the homes must be an owner-occupied single
family and have at least three bedrooms, two baths and two
off-street parking spaces, one of which must be a totally
enclosed attached garage.

The vacant lots involved are three single lots on Carol
Drive in District 1; 14501 Kennerdown Ave. and 15012
Krems Ave. in District 3; single lot on Arch St., single lot
on Philip St., 5218 Erwin, 5171 Cato and 5152 Cato in
District 4; 17703 Maple Heights Blvd., single lot on Cato
St., 5615 South Blvd., 17204 Maple Heights Blvd. in
District 5; and 5349 South Blvd. in District 7.

Other legislation approved
•Resolution authorizing contract with Philips Paving

for the Longvale and Woodbrook Avenue Resurfacing
Project, at a cost of $573,225. The city has received
funding from the Northeast Ohio Sewer District
(NEORSD) and the Ohio Public Works Commission
(OPWC) towards the project, which follows sewer repair
work in the area.

•Resolution authorizing contract with Fabrizi Trucking
for the NEORSD Southwest Quadrant Sewer Repairs
Phase 2 Project, at a cost not to exceed $1,717,717. The
NEORSD, the OPWC, the Cuyahoga County Department
of Public Works, the Ohio EPA, and the Ohio Water
Development Authority are all involved in funding and
loans towards the project, which will encompass repairs
to storm and sanitary sewers on Dunham, Turney, Carol,
Summit, Rochelle, Lisa, Janet, James, Wheeler, E. 146,

Mustang, and Thunderbird streets and adjacent ease-
ment areas.

•Resolution authorizing contract with Cole Burton
Contractors, LLC, for the Lee Road Resurfacing Project,
at a cost of $363,405. Cuyahoga County will contribute
50% of the actual cost of construction determined eligible
by the county Engineers' Office, up to a maximum of
$250,000, the legislation states.

•Ordinance amending the codified ordinances, requir-
ing council approval for "any city monies expended or
allocated over $5,000 for the refurbishing of city build-
ings and offices and for the purchase of office furniture,
decorations and amenities." The ordinances require that
council must approve all expenditures over $25,000
"excluding regular employee benefits and expenditures
which have not already been authorized by contract or
ordinance." Council recommended the stated exception
to the $25,000 spending limit for refurbishing and
furniture, according to the legislation.

•Resolution authorizing Blackwell and Service Director
Tony Ciresi to enter into a contract with AW Farrel for the
Fire Station No. 1 Roof Repair Project, at a cost not to
exceed $470,000. The cost will be covered by $480,000 in
funding which the city was awarded from the Cuyahoga
County Council District 8 American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) Community Grant Fund. Blackwell credited
County Councilman Pernel Jones, Jr. for his role in
distributing the ARPA funding to the city for the repairs.

•Resolution authorizing use of public funds and re-
sources and the acceptance of private donations for the
following 2024 community events: Hoop-It-Up Bridge
the Gap; Trunk-Or-Treat; District Block Parties; and
District Clean-Up Days.

Shenett honors tournament winner
Shenett honored city resident Melvin Williams, 17,

during a special presentation at the meeting. Williams
was recognized for his participation in the Annual Bridge
the Gap Hoop It Up tournament, where his team won the
varsity championship, Shenett stated.

"The Bridge the Gap campaign is an annual event we do
in collaboration with the Maple Heights Police Depart-
ment. It’s another tool we use to build unity in the
community," Shenett added.

At a special June 3, 2024 council meeting , Kevin James
was reappointed to the Maple Heights Planning and
Zoning Commission for the term ending May 31, 2029.

Announcements
Police Chief Todd Hansen announced that four juve-

niles arrested in the recent assault of a minor in the city
were being prosecuted for felony level crimes and had
been sent to Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court.

Human Services Director Linda Vopat said the City
Wide Garage Sale will be held on August 15-18 this year.
Participants will pay $5 per house, the city will do all the
advertising and no permits will be needed for those days.



THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS PAGE 3WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 2024

Garfield Heights
Criminal Damage-Residence

•On July 4, at 10:40 p.m., an officer responded to an
apartment at Jennings Manor, 10200 Granger Rd., where
a female victim said that day, about 9:20 p.m., she was
sitting on her couch in her living room watching TV and
hearing fireworks being set off outside when she also
heard what sounded like gunshots coming from outside
her window. She got up to investigate and saw a small
bullet hole in her wall, next to her living room window.
She was not struck by the bullet but it did damage the wall.
The spent round could not be located. The officer did
locate a small entry bullet hole on the outside wall panel
of the apartment.

•On July 5, at about 11:35 a.m., an officer responded to
an apartment in the 10300 block of Granger Rd., for a
shooting into a residence. The apartment manager said
the apartment was damaged from a stray bullet. The
resident said that at about 9 p.m. the night before she went
to bed and saw no drywall damage in her living room. But
on getting up at 5:30 a.m. the next morning, she saw what
appeared to be a bullet hole in her living room wall. Police
found that the bullet had then entered a kitchen wall. A
similar report about the same time was located for a nearby
apartment and appears to be likely both incidents stemmed
from the same discharging of a firearm in the area east of
the apartment buildings.

Animal Complaint
On July 5, at 4:09 p.m., police were dispatched to the 4300

block of MLK, Jr. Dr., for a resident who shot his rifle at a
vicious pitbull. The complainant advised that he had just got
home from a trip when he found a stray dog between his
garage and his house barking at him. He fired a warning shot
to the ground to scare the dog from possibly attacking his
wife. Due to the dog showing aggression at the complainant

(All information is preliminary and subject to change
pending investigation.)

and his wife, officers requested the animal warden remove
it from the premises. The report will be forwarded to the
Law Department for review.

Theft from Auto
On July 8, an officer was met at the station by a woman

wishing to file a theft report. She said that while at Trinity
High School playing bingo the day before, someone had
entered her vehicle and stolen her wallet. It was located
near Marymount Villa by a man who turned it in at the
station. She was notified and had come to the station to
pick it up. She said the only thing missing was a credit
union debit card. The credit union had notified the
woman that someone had attempted to use the card.

Suspicious Vehicle
On July 9, at about 3:35 p.m., officers were dispatched

to the parking lot of the Garfield Heights Police Depart-
ment for a male drinking alcohol in a black Nissan with
a temporary tag. Police found the vehicle right in front of
the court entrance in the rear parking lot. A black male
was standing outside of the car on the driver's side.
Officers found an open container of Smirnoff alcoholic
beverage in the cup holder in the front seat area. The male
said it was his drink. He was given a summons to appear
in court on open container violation and released.

Animal Cruelty
On July 12, at about 4:30 p.m., police responded to the

8200 block of Garfield Blvd., to check on the welfare of
a dog. As they walked to the backyard of the residence, a
dog appeared from behind the neighbor's house. It was a
large pit/boxer breed. It began growling and ran towards
one of the officers, who sprayed it with pepper spray and
it ran into the backyard. A witness said the owner of the
dog doesn't care for it and it is always outside. She said she
saw the dog eating a dead animal earlier in the day. Police
spoke with the dog's owner, who said she does not want
the dog anymore and asked if the police department
could take it. The animal warden came and captured the
dog and transported it to the kennels. The woman was
issued a citation for animal at large.

Lady of the Year awarded

Grand Knight Steven Fedorka of Knights of Columbus
Council 4130 in Garfield Heights presented the Lady
of the Year 2024 award to Debra Sarnowski on
Wednesday, June 26, "in appreciation for her service
to our parish, community and Council."

Sarnowski is a member of St. Monica Parish. The
Knights of Columbus 4130 represents St. Monica, St.
Therese and Ss. Peter & Paul churches.
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Slavic Village blossoms at
GardenWalk Cleveland

 GardenWalk Cleveland is a free, self-guided tour of
private gardens, community gardens and home orchards
in several neighborhoods of Cleveland, which included a
big presence by Slavic Village at last Sunday's event.

This year the Broadway/Slavic Village neighborhood
had the most sites on display in the entire city with over
60 participants in the community. There were over 1,000
site visits with guests from around the city and county
enjoying the many beautiful gardens and displays in
Slavic Village.

The Polish American Cultural Center on Lansing Ave.,
was the information center for GardenWalk Cleveland in
Slavic Village with lots of vendors and many displays and
interactive booths for all to enjoy.

Thanks go out to Chuck Gliha and Marie Kittredge for
their tireless dedication to making this event such a huge
success. And also special thanks to Gary Kotlarsic who
helped coordinate the Polish American Cultural Center
as the host location.

The following information participants were included at
the PACC: Cleveland Public Power, Cleveland Water
Department, Cleveland Water Pollution Control, North
East Ohio Regional Sewer District, Cuyahoga County Solid
Waste District, National Wildlife Federation, Sacred Grounds
of NWF, Ohio Department of Agriculture, Cleveland
Metroparks, The Ohio State University Urban Agriculture,
The Ohio State University Extension Bee Lab, Vic's Floral,
Slavic Village Historical Society, Home Depot Steelyard -
Kids Work Shop items, Polish American Cultural John Paul
II, Heritage Garden, Fairchild Printing.

Here are just a few of the dozens of gardens featured in Slavic Village Sunday as part of
Garden Walk Cleveland.           Photos by Chuck Gliha

John Adams High Class of
'74 to hold 50th Reunion

The John Adams High School Class of '74 will hold its
50th Reunion on Sunday, Sept. 1, from 6 p.m. to
midnight, at Mediterranean Party Center, 25021 Rockside
Rd., Bedford Heights, OH 44146. Tickets are $80 single,
$150 couple. Please RSVP to: John Adams Reunion, P.O.
Box 201024, Cleveland, Ohio 44120. Certified checks or
money orders payable to: John Adams 50th Class Re-
union. Send Zelle payments to: Bevgls@aol.com and
include (Memo: JAHS Reunion Dinner Ticket). For more
information, contact Walter Jones, president, at 216-496-
4784.
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Music returns to Dan Kane Park
as Iron Ward Festival season begins

Shown here is Donny Jone's popular Infinity Band performing live in the new pavilion
at the Iron Ward Festival on Wednesday, July 3, at Dan Kane Park in Slavic Village,
entertaining local music lovers on hand for the start of the festival season.

The South East Kiwanis Club donated $200 to help underwrite food, refreshments and
the cost of the entertainment for this summer entertainment venue, which continues
each Monday evening through Labor Day.

Thanks to Chuck Gliha for continuing this wonderful tradition that is now almost two
decades strong.

Local library programs
Independence
Branch Library

Here are some of the FREE
programs being offered in
June at the Independence
Branch of the Cuyahoga
County Public Library, lo-
cated at 6361 Selig Dr., In-
dependence. For more in-
formation or to register for
any program, please call
216-447-0160.

ADULT
British Royal Palaces and

Gardens. Registration re-
quired. Join Julie Koenig
of Royally Amused to dis-
cuss the British royal pal-
aces and gardens! British-
born Koenig is a keen ob-
server and lifelong student
of the British monarchy. She
is well-versed in the colorful
history and traditions of the
British royal family.
Wednesday, July 24, 7 p.m.

CHILDREN

Baby & Toddler
Storytime. No registration
required.  Join us for
rhymes, songs, fingerplays
and books. Wednesdays,
through July 24, 10 a.m.

Preschool Storytime. No
registration required. Join
us for rhymes, songs,

fingerplays and stories.
Thursdays, through July 25,
10 a.m.

Little Olympians. No reg-
istration required. Drop in
and enjoy game stations with
your little Olympian! Chil-
dren can show their skills at
bean bag tosses, an obstacle
course and other family-
friendly activities. Saturday,
July 27, 11 a.m.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

RENT ROOMSRENT ROOMSRENT ROOMSRENT ROOMSRENT ROOMS

Room for rent on E. 71 across from
Drug Mart. $130 a week plus de-
posit .  Uti l i t ies included. Call  for
details, (216)798-5949.

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

YARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALEYARD SALE

Thursday and Friday, 9am to 5pm.
Tools, household, Kids, furniture.
Tons of Stuff!! 8123 Hillside Rd.,
Independence.

Tools, household items, clothing -
mens /womens ,  ch i l d ren ’s  toys ,
Hobart mixer. 3440 Chestnut Rd.,
Seven Hills. July 18-18-20, 9am to
3pm.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

i am a driver for hire for all your
d r i v i ng  needs .  Sen io r - f r i end l y .
Doctor’s appointments, shopping,
some out-of- town tr ips.  Cal l  for
pricing. (216) 544-3024.

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

Your ad
 in this box

for $24.
Call N.N.

(216)
441-2141

EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2024:
THE CLASSIFIED ADVER-
TISING RATE IS $12.00FOR
15 WORDS OR LESS AND
10¢  EACH ADDIT IONAL
WORD. THE CLASSIFIED
DISPLAY RATE IS $12.00 PER
COL. INCH. MINIMUM AD IS
$24.00 PER WEEK.

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

TO ADVERTISE: CALL 216-441-2141TO ADVERTISE: CALL 216-441-2141TO ADVERTISE: CALL 216-441-2141TO ADVERTISE: CALL 216-441-2141TO ADVERTISE: CALL 216-441-2141

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Cleaning person need at my house,
once a week. Garfield Heights area.
Call (216) 641-0095.
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Letters to the Editor
Grateful for GHPD

I just wanted to say Thank You to the Garfield Heights
Police Department for putting their lives on the line for
us citizens daily! With recent police fatalities in the news
all around us, I am glad that we have the police that we
have and wanted to say thanks for what you do!!

Patrick Grijak
Garfield Heights

SR. CATHERINE BRITTON
Sister Catherine Britton, SSJ-TOSF,

age 94; passed away July 10, 2024;
beloved daughter of Eugene and Mar-
garet Britton (both deceased); loving
sister of Eugene C. Britton (Dorothy,
deceased); dearest aunt and great aunt
of many. Sister Catherine is survived
by the Sisters of Saint Joseph, Third Order of Saint
Francis, with whom she shared her life for 70 years. Sr.
Catherine ministered to many students in both Ohio and
Michigan as a teacher and administrator and spent many
years as the principal, and later president of Trinity High
School in Garfield Heights, OH.

Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Saturday,
July 20, at 11 a.m., at St. Monica Church, 13623 Rockside
Rd., Garfield Heights, OH 44125. Visitation at church
10 to 11 a.m. (one hour prior to Mass). Inurnment
Calvary Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be
made to Sisters of Saint Joseph, Third Order of Saint
Francis, 10614 Granger Rd., #302 Garfield Heights, OH
44125. Arrangements by Golubski Deliberato Funeral
Home.

CLE City Council creates Parks & Rec Department
Cleveland City Council held its first of two summer

meetings on Wednesday, July 10, and created a new,
stand-alone Department of Parks & Recreation.

Council approved eliminating the division of Recre-
ation and Park Maintenance and Properties and the
Office of Special Events and Marketing from the Depart-
ment of Public Works and instead created a Department
of Parks & Recreation.

This new Department of Parks & Recreation will be
responsible for all the equipment and other property
belonging to the city and relating to the Department of
Parks & Recreation, as well the management of Public
Hall, Music Hall, Little Theater, main arena, Malls B and
C, and all of the Public Auditorium, West Side Market,
golf course, and Cleveland Browns Stadium.

The new department will oversee all city parks and all
recreation facilities. The new Department of Parks & Recre-
ation will also house the Office of Special Events and
Marketing, overseeing planning and permitting for special
events including the filming of movies or television shows.

Forestry Becomes its Own Separate Division: Council
members Jenny Spencer and Charles Slife sponsored an
amendment to establish a Division of Urban Forestry that
would be housed under the new Department of Parks &
Recreation. The council members noted that having a
division will enable the city to be more transparent and
intentional about enhancing the tree canopy, as well as
dealing with other issues including tree maintenance, instal-
lations and sidewalk repair because of tree roots. The
establishment of the new division comes at an opportune
time with the city announcing a $3.4 million award from the
USDA Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry
Program through the federal Inflation Reduction Act.

Capital Improvement Projects and Equipment Pur-
chases: Several pieces of capital improvements legisla-
tion were passed, and council authorized the issuance
and sale of not to exceed $67,500,000 of Series 2024

Various Purpose General Obligation Bonds to pay for the
improvements and purchases.

The bond funding is going for: $1.25 million for
cemetery improvements; $11 million to acquire heavy
duty trucks and equipment including snow plows, bucket
trucks and garbage trucks; $5 million to acquire light duty
vehicles and equipment; $9.25 million for Parks &
Recreation improvements; $15 million for public facili-
ties improvements; $26 million for roads and bridge
improvements.

Restoring the Vacant Variety Theater: Council ap-
proved a $100,000 grant agreement with Variety Proper-
ties, LLC  to provide economic development assistance to
partially finance costs associated with renovating the
vacant Variety Theater building, located at 11801-11825
Lorain Avenue.
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