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Cleveland Guardians catcher Austin Hedges was in
Independence on June 27th, as part of an autograph
signing sponsored by Dollar Bank. Hedges greeted
fans and signed autographs for nearly 300 people
during the hour-long session. Fans lined up from the
Dollar Bank parking lot to the site of the old middle
school football field in Independence to meet the
popular player.      Photo courtesy of the city of Independence

HEDGES A FAN FAVORITEFree Solar Farm 'Lunch
and Learn' event at PACC

Please join the South East Cleveland Kiwanis and Slavic
Village Development for a Solar Farm “Lunch and Learn”
event at the Polish American Cultural Center and Mu-
seum, 6501 Lansing Ave., Cleveland, on Thursday, July
10, from noon to 1:30 p.m.

Cuyahoga County was awarded a Climate Pollution
Reduction Grant by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency last year. The grant will fund the deployment of
63 megawatts (MW) of solar installations on five brownfield
and previous landfill sites and 10 MW of battery storage. The
grant funds will also support the restoration of natural
habitats and expand tree coverage on a blighted brownfield
site along the shoreline of Lake Erie and create pollinator
habitats at the Cleveland and Cuyahoga solar sites.

"This is a huge win for the Broadway/Slavic Village
Community to help reclaim and reuse a portion of the
closed Harvard Road landfill and put it back to produc-
tive use," said former Ward 12 Councilman Tony
Brancatelli. A portion of the landfill will be topped with
solar panels to generate about 4 megawatts with a pro-
posed goal to sell its power to Cleveland Public Power.

"Slavic Village Development and local officials have
been planning on reuse strategies for the past decade and
this federal grant will help realize this creative land use
and create a more sustainable environment and help
reduce global warming," Brancatelli noted.

CEP Renewables Senior Project Development Manager
Kurt Princic will give a presentation on the solar farm
development and Slavic Village Development Director of
Neighborhood Planning, Krystal Sierra, will speak on the
CDC’s role and community engagement. To reserve your
seat to this free event go to Eventbrite https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/south-east-kiwanis-broadway-slavic-
v i l l a g e - s o l a r - f a r m - p r e s e n t a t i o n - t i c k e t s -
1450044294519?aff=oddtdtcreator

Stop the Violence event at Broadway Boys & Girls Club
Youth from Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Ohio’s

Broadway Club, 6114 Broadway Ave., Cleveland, will
participate in a Stop the Violence community event as
part of the Bigger Than Basketball program supported by
the Cleveland Cavaliers and Cleveland-Cliffs.

The outdoor event is set for this Friday, July 11, from 3
to 5:30 p.m., at the Broadway club and will include
representatives from community groups, including NAMI
Greater Cleveland, Cleveland Peacemakers, Literacy In
The H.O.O.D., Ghetto Therapy, The Haven Home and
Cleveland Rape Crisis Center.

Club kids, many of whom have experienced the loss of
friends and family members to gun violence, planned this
event to draw attention to violence and the terrible toll it
can take. The program will feature a short presentation by
community leaders, a knockout basketball challenge be-
tween kids and local celebrities, bounce houses, resource
tables, a DJ and games. In the morning, during club
hours, members will walk with signs to Haven Home to
deliver toiletries and return to the club.

Knockout competition members will include several
local notables, including Cavs legend Campy Russell and
Myesha Watkins, administrator of the new Cuyahoga
County Office of Violence Protection. Participating orga-
nizations will discuss their roles in reducing violence.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Ohio provides safe, fun
places for kids ages 6-18 to go after school with a focus on
academic success, healthy lifestyles, character develop-
ment and life/career readiness. BGCNEO was formed
through the 2019 merger of clubs in Cleveland, Akron,
Lorain County and Sandusky.

Free smoke alarms in CLE
The Cleveland Fire Department and American Red

Cross will provide and install smoke alarms for Cleveland
residents at no cost.

Call 216-361-5535 to apply for your free smoke alarm.

Bedford Heights City
Council bans marijuana-
related businesses

By Tristan Douglas

At its meeting on Tuesday, July 1, Bedford Heights City
Council approved three pieces of emergency legislation,
including an application for a Community Development
Block Grant, the city’s annual tax budget for 2026, and a
ban on issuing permits and certificates of occupancy for
marijuana-related businesses.

By a 5-2 vote, council approved legislation which places
a ban on issuing building permits or certificates of
occupancy for any facility intended to cultivate, process
or sell medical or recreational marijuana.

The resolution cites potential safety concerns and
marijuana’s designation as a Schedule 1 controlled sub-
stance by the federal government as reasons for the ban.
It also highlights the possibility of increased criminal
activity associated with marijuana businesses, such as
robbery, theft, money laundering, tax evasion or other
crimes constituting threats to the public’s health, safety
and wellness.

The resolution states that “unless and until” federal laws
are amended to legalize medicinal or recreational can-
nabis, the issuance of building permits and certificates of
occupancy which would allow for the cultivation, process-
ing and dispensing of both medical and recreational
marijuana will remain banned in the city.

Council unanimously passed a resolution authorizing
Mayor Phillip Stevens to apply for grant funding through
the Cuyahoga County Department of Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Program. If awarded, the funds
would be utilized for a local improvement project selected
by the mayor and council.

Council also unanimously passed a resolution adopting
the city’s tax budget for the fiscal year beginning January
1, 2026. The budget was prepared by Stevens and Finance
Director John Baranek. Copies are available for public
inspection in the Finance Department and the office of
the clerk of council.

Two found shot to death
on Fullerton Ave. Saturday

A man and a woman were found shot to death in the
middle of the street in the 6900 block of Fullerton Ave.,
in Slavic Village, about 3:30 a.m. Saturday, July 5,
according to multiple media reports.

The Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner identified the
victims, both Cleveland residents, as Briauna Green, 29,
and Leonard Brown, 30.

Police are seeking suspects connected to the double
homicide. Anyone with information is asked to call
Cleveland police.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Bedford Heights City Council bans
(Continued from Page 1)

Community events
Registration is still open for the 2025 Community Festival Fun Walk-Run, which is

scheduled to take place on Saturday, July 19. The race will begin in front of Bedford
Heights City Hall. Check-in will begin at 8 a.m, and the race will kick off at 9 a.m. Those
interested in registering can find more information at the Bedford Heights Community
Center. Prizes will be awarded to those with the fastest times.

The 2025 Walk-Run will kick off this year’s Bedford Heights Community Festival,
which will take place July 19, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Details about the Community
Festival will soon be available at the Bedford Heights Community Center or by calling
440-786-3290.

Upcoming committee meetings
The Legislative/Education Committee, chaired by Councilwoman Enid Thomas, is

scheduled to meet on Wednesday, July 23, at 5 p.m. The meeting will take place via
Zoom.

The Civil Service Committee is set to meet on Friday, July 25, at 8:30 a.m. This
meeting will also be held on Zoom.

MHFD assists in Bedford Hts. house fire
On Saturday, July 5, at 2:19 a.m., Maple Heights firefighters responded for mutual

aid to the 5300 block of Mardale Ave., in Bedford Heights, for a working residential
structure fire.

On scene crews found a 1.5 story dwelling with heavy fire on the Alpha side of the
home. ENG-1 stretched line from Bedford Heights engine and crews were able to bring
the blaze under control, but there was extreme damage to home. No injuries were
reported at this time.

(Editor's Note: This information was posted on the Maple Heights Fire Department's
Facebook page.)

Harvard Grove Cemetery History Walk
On Saturday, July 19, join Glenn Sobola, president of the Slavic Village Historical

Society, on a one hour walk through Harvard Grove Cemetery highlighting its rich
history. The farmer whose land was purchased for the cemetery is buried there as well
as Newburgh's first settler and other notable Newburghers. Meet at 2 p.m. at the
cemetery entrance, 6100 Lansing Ave.

Afterwards, visit the Polish American Cultural Center JPII, 6501 Lansing Ave., for its
annual Polish Picnic, where you can learn more about Cleveland's diverse history and
enjoy homemade Polish food, drinks, music and more.

Friends sought for Garfield Hts. Library
We’re looking for a few good Friends! What do the Friends of the Garfield Heights

Branch Library do? They volunteer their time and energy to raise funds in support of
Library programming, special events and activities that are not supported by tax funds.
Interested in joining?

Please contact Tony Furino, branch manager, at 216-475-8178 or
afurino@cuyahogalibrary.org.
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Summer Crisis Program offers Ohioans help to stay cool this summer
The Ohio Department of Development and Step Forward are once again offering

assistance to help Ohio’s families stay cool during the hot summer months.
From July 1 through Sept. 30, income-eligible Ohioans can receive assistance in

paying their electric bills, purchasing an air conditioner or fan, or making repairs to
their central air conditioning unit through the Ohio Department of Development’s
Home Energy Assistance Summer Crisis Program (HEAP).

“We’re proud to partner with community action agencies across the state to deliver this
critical support during the hottest months of the year,” said Lydia Mihalik, director of
the Ohio Department of Development, which administers the program. “Time after
time, this program has proven to be a vital lifeline for countless Ohioans when
temperatures start to rise.”

The Summer Crisis Program assists low-income households or those that have a
disconnection notice, have been shut off, are trying to establish new service on their
electric bill, require air conditioning, or those with a person 60 years or older living
in the home, or who can provide physician documentation that cooling assistance is
needed for their health. Qualifying medical conditions can include lung disease,
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, asthma and others.

To qualify for assistance, Ohioans must have a gross income at or below 175% of the
Federal Poverty Guidelines for a family of up to eight members, and 60% of the State
Median Income for a family of nine or more members. For a family of four, the annual
income must be at or below $56,262.50.   

Last year, the Summer Crisis Program assisted more than 44,000 households in Ohio,
providing a total of $13.5 million in benefits.

Starting this year, applying for assistance and managing an account will be easier than
ever. A new, streamlined online portal will be available at energyhelp.ohio.gov. To get
started, Ohioans must register for an OHID account, which provides a secure and
convenient way to access their HEAP account.

Registration takes less than 7 minutes, and can be completed in these easy steps:
•Visit energyhelp.ohio.gov, and click “Log into the EA portal.”
•Click “Create an OHID,” and follow the six-step account creation process.
•Ensure account security by setting up multi-factor authentication.
To apply for the program, clients are required to schedule an appointment with Step

Forward. Appointments can be scheduled by calling 216-480-HEAP (4327).

“During the hottest months, keeping families in Cuyahoga County safe and comfort-
able is top priority,” said Jacqueline Boehnlein, Step Forward’s vice president of
Community Services. “This program provides essential help to households who might
otherwise struggle to afford cooling their homes, protecting health and well-being when
it matters most.”

For more information about the Summer Crisis Program and what is needed to apply,
contact Step Forward at 216-480-HEAP (4327). To be connected to your local Energy
Assistance provider visit www.energyhelp.ohio.gov or call 800-282-0880. 

Free Cleveland Opera concert at Darl
Center for the Arts in Slavic Village

The Cleveland Opera culminates its 2024-25 season with a gala concert created
especially for you, and thus called "We Sing Just For You!" It will be performed locally
on Saturday, July 12, at 4 p.m., at The Darl Center for the Arts, 5437 Broadway Ave.,
Cleveland, near E. 55 St., at 4 p.m., with beloved operatic arias, duets and ensembles
performed by The Cleveland Opera Singers.

The concert is free and open to the public; free-will donations are gratefully accepted.
Featured will be Cleveland Opera performers Dorota Sobieska, soprano; Amanda

Fargo, mezzo-soprano; Sam Gross, tenor; Jason Fuh, baritone; Wanda Sobieska, violin,
viola; Jacek Sobieski, piano direction.

This beautiful program will shower you with selections by Verdi, Puccini, Massenet,
Bizet, Chopin, Moniuszko, W.G. Still, and Leoncavallo. All are invited to this very
special event.
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Polish Picnic at PACC on Lansing Ave.
The Polish American Cultural Center JPII, 6501 Lansing Ave., Cleveland, is bringing

the Polish community and its friends together for one big event - a Polish Picnic! - on
Saturday, July 19, from noon to 10 p.m. Free admission; held rain shine.

Enjoy homemade Polish food, beer and specialized drinks, Activity Zone for kids,
Polish-themed raffle baskets and cash prize raffles, live music for dancing by the Tom
Katrenich Orchestra, Polish Museum walk-throughs and lots more! All are invited;
need not be Polish to have a great time.

All programs are free unless marked otherwise. For questions or to register
for programs, please visit clevelandmetroparks.com or call CanalWay Center
at 216-206-1000.

Bedford Reservation
July 14: My Adult and Me One Day Camp. Camp-aged kids and their adult

companion can come and experience hiking, games, forest exploration and cooking
lunch over an open fire together. This camp is ideal for children who may not be ready
for an independent camp experience or those looking for a special time together with
their grown-up. One adult may attend with either one or two children. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

CanalWay Center – Ohio & Erie Canal Reservation
July 19: Beginner Archery for Adults [offered two times]. Designed for those

newbies intrigued by archery but do not know where to begin. We supply the bows,
arrows, targets and provide instruction. You supply enthusiasm. We will do our best to
help you succeed so you can determine if archery is for you!

From the CanalWay Center parking lot, follow the All-Purpose Trail down into the
valley, across the canal and straight ahead to our temporary archery range set up in the
field. 1:30–2:30 p.m., and 3–4 p.m. Age: adults. Terrain: paved, one hill, 0.5 mile. Fee:
$5.50. REGISTRATION REQUIRED. Max capacity: 6.

Meet at Egbert Picnic Area. Ages 7–8 years w/adult. Fee: $40 per child. Terrain: natural
surface, 1 mile. Max: 10 children.
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Community Police Reports
Garfield Heights
Attempted Breaking & Entering

On June 27, at about noon, police were dispatched to
Trinity High School on a report that the same males who
had broken into Trinity on June 17, had attempted to gain
access again. The complainant said they had tried to break
into the north side window and that the insulation was
pulled out, but it did not appear they gained access to the
building. Video surveillance showed the males driving two
Trinity trucks and a van around the parking lot but all
three vehicles were on the lot at the time the report was
made. Report forwarded to the Detective Bureau.

Theft From Auto
•On July 1, an officer spoke with a man by telephone

regarding a theft. The complainant said that on June 25,
between 10 and 11 a.m., someone entered his unlocked
Toyota while it was parked at Giant Eagle, 5744 Transpor-
tation Blvd., and stole his wallet which contained a credit
card, bank card and assorted membership cards.

•On July 2, at 8:24 a.m., police spoke to a man over the
phone for a reported theft of a license plate. He said his
brother had discovered that his mother's rear license plate
was missing from her 2023 Kia Seltos, parked in the
driveway of her home in the 12700 block of Christine Ave.
The mother is unsure when the plate was stolen.

Attempted Auto Theft
On July 1, about 8 p.m., police were dispatched to

Trinity High School when a caller said she witnessed two
males trying to steal a Honda van on the property and fled
when confronted. Multiple calls had been received by
police on these subjects, reportedly two black males both
wearing black face masks. On arrival at Trinity an officer
saw two black males walking east on Granger Rd. match-
ing the description of the suspects. He turned around and
pulled into the skate park and confronted the males. A
witness was able to positively identify the males as those who

had attempted to steal the van from Trinity's parking lot.
The two were placed under arrest and one of the suspects was
found to have a Trinity High School lanyard with keys to
multiple vehicles that are parked in the Trinity lot along with
a separate Honda key attached to a keychain with "Trinity"
written on it. The males were taken to city jail and booked
without incident. Both were held for investigation of
attempted motor vehicle theft. They were also identified
as having allegedly broken into Trinity on June 12, 2025.

Theft
•On July 2, an officer spoke to a woman over the phone

who reported a theft at Marymount Villa. The complain-
ant said a credit card belonging to Marymount Health
Center LLC was stolen and used several times in the last
few months. The complainant was just made aware of the
non-approved charges. She said she has seen several
transactions listing a gas station in Garfield Heights on
her bank statements. The credit card has now been
cancelled. She is uncertain who took the credit card and
who is making these purchases.

•On July 5, about 8:30 p.m., an officer met a woman in
the station lobby reporting a theft. She said she lives in the
12800 block of Oakpark Blvd., and noticed several items
were stolen from her garage and the car that was parked
in her driveway. She had left for work that day at 8 a.m.
and returned about 5 p.m., to find a basketball hoop,
misc. fireworks, push lawn mower and two leaf blowers
missing from her garage. She said she had accidentally
left her car unlocked and missing from it were a purse
containing several credit cards, an HP laptop and a pair
of Prada prescription glasses.

Shots Fired
On July 6, at 7:06 p.m., police were dispatched to a

home in the 5100 block of E. 88 St., for a report of

approximately 16 gunshots fired. The residents of the
home told officers they had seen a black male, slim, about
6 feet tall wearing a ski mask standing at the intersection
of E. 88 St. and McCracken Blvd. with a gun in his hand.
The male fired about 16 shots at the residence. He then
left, going east on McCracken Blvd. Witnesses said he got
into a blue vehicle. No injuries were reported at the time
of the shootings. Officers blocked off the intersection of
E. 88 St. and South Highland Ave., and E. 88 St. and
McCracken Blvd., and began canvassing the area for shell
casings. They located 15 casings. All were from a Luger
9mm. Police searched the area for any properties struck
by the gunfire and found 11 out of the 15 shots fired were
discovered to have struck at four different properties.
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REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

RENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSERENT HOUSE

House for rent: E. 138/Harvard. 2
bedroom, up. New carpet. No pets.
No smoking. No Section 8. $830
p lus  secur i t y .  Leave  message ,
(216) 799-1633.

WANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUYWANT TO BUY

Warehouse  Worker /De l i ve ry
Driver. No weekends, flexible
hours, clean driving record. Abil-
ity to lift 40 pounds. This is an
enjoyable environment for some-
one looking for flexible, part-time
hours. (440) 934-6879.

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

Garage sale - 7/12/25, 8am-4pm,
12922 Shadyway,  Garf ie ld Hts.
Mul t i - fami ly ,  mul t i -generat ional .
Too much to list!

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
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Christmas in July at pool!!
Christmas in July will be held on Sat-

urday, July 19, at the Dan Kostel Rec
Center pool, 5411 Turney Rd., Garfield
Heights, from 2 to 8 p.m. Resident
admission $7; nonresidents $10; chil-
dren 4 and under and seniors 65+ are
free.

Come join the fun with balloon twist-
ing, Christmas music with Ken Dillon voice overs, line
dancing on the pool deck, and of course, Santa coming
in on his surfboard with his big bag of surprises for the
little ones!!!

Check the web page www.garfieldhts.org for details or
call us at 216-475-7272 during open office hours.

A Night to Ignite Futures:
The Jones Road Family Development Annual Gala

Do you remember the vibrant spirit of Slavic Village, the
laughter echoing through its streets, the dreams held in
the hearts of its youngest residents? If your heart beats for
the prosperity of our beloved community, then there's a
powerful way to make those dreams a reality.

For two decades, Jones Road Family Ministries has been
a beacon of hope, nurturing the potential of our youth
through its transformative summer program, Literacy
Through the Arts! This free, six-week program for inner
city youth melds reading skills with music, dance, sports
and more to open young minds to the power of their own
creativity. All thanks to the unwavering dedication of this
incredible organization.

This isn't just about charity; it's about investing in the
very soul of Slavic Village. It's about empowering the next
generation to become the leaders, innovators, and dream-
ers who will carry our community forward.

We invite you to be a part of something truly special. Join us
for our Annual Gala, a night where passion meets purpose,
and every contribution makes a tangible difference.

Event Details
When: Friday, August 1st. Doors Open: 5:30 p.m.

Dinner: 6:15 p.m., catered by Sirna's. Where: Cleveland
Central Catholic High School's Ironman Center, 6550
Baxter Ave, Cleveland, OH 44105.

Be a Force for Good
Whether you choose to donate and fuel the fire of

change or purchase a ticket (at just $15 which includes
dinner) and experience firsthand the incredible work we
do, your support is vital. Come, witness the impact, and
become a part of the movement that's building a brighter,
bolder future for Slavic Village.

Tickets: Secure your spot and ignite a future by scan-
ning the QR code below or call us directly at 216-906-
0708.

Sponsor the Evening: Silver Level: $250.00 (1/4 Page
Ad), Gold Level: $500.00 (1/2 Page Ad), Platinum Level:
$1000.00 (Full Page Ad), Dinner Sponsor: $2500.00

Join us. Let's make prosperity not just a dream, but a
living, breathing reality for every child in Slavic Village.
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