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OverDrive gets top
honors at 'Best of Tech'

More than 220 tech leaders from across Northeast Ohio
gathered on April 19th to see which companies would be
honored at OHTec's 12th annual Best of Tech Awards,
which recognizes the highest performing and most inno-
vative technology companies in Greater Cleveland.

OverDrive, located near Granger Road in Garfield
Heights, was honored as Large Tech Company of the
Year.

OverDrive has worked exclusively with digital content
since 1986. As an early leader in the industry, the
company began developing interactive diskette and
CD-ROM products in the 1980s. As technology pro-
gressed, so did OverDrive. It moved from providing
digital media in physical formats to providing digital
media downloaded - and now also in browsers, without
downloading - all through the internet.

In 2000, OverDrive launched its digital marketplace,
Content Reserve (now OverDrive Marketplace), which
now contains millions of titles from more than 5,000
publishers. In 2003, it launched its download service for
libraries, which provides eBook, audiobook, and other
digital content to millions of library users.

After surpassing one million digital book checkouts in
2007 and 100 million in 2012, leading digital reading
platform OverDrive recently announced another re-
markable milestone – libraries around the world have
reached one billion digital book checkouts.

Garfield Heights okays mediated
raise for AFSCME union members

At a special meeting Monday night, Garfield Heights Council okayed a 2 percent
wage increase retroactive to January 1, 2018, for all employees of the city who are
members of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees
Local 2729, AFL-CIO and Ohio Council 8.

These employee union members will also have the option of receiving a retroactive
48-cent wage increase in lieu of the 2 percent raise.

Passage of the raise was the result of recommendations by Factfinder Nels E. Nelson
in a Fact-Finding Report of the Ohio State Employment Relations Board.

The union had previously rejected the city's offer in negotiations held in February
and appealed the dispute to fact-finding. The union had demanded a 4 percent
increase for all bargaining unit members.

AFSCME will meet this week to vote on whether to accept the Factfinder's
recommendation.

G.H. to host
National Day

of Prayer
Residents and friends

are invited to participate
in the 2018 annual Na-
tional Day of Prayer,
hosted by the city of
Garfield Heights, on
Thursday, May 3, at the
participating venues listed
below:

Jennings, 10204 Gran-
ger Rd., during the cel-
ebration of Mass at 9:30
a.m.; The Village at
Marymount, 5200 Mary-
mount Village Dr., 9:30
a.m.; Garfield Heights
Civic Center, 5407
Turney Rd., 10 a.m.;
Marymount Hospital,
12300 McCracken Rd.,
10:30 a.m.; Christian
Kingdom Assembly,
12700 Broadway Ave., 6-
8 p.m.

For more information
email victory4700@
yahoo.com.

Officials address 'State of Schools'

(Continued on Page 4)

Maple Heights gets 453K for water
main project in Granger-Libby area

By Judith Goldsworth

The city of Maple Heights
has received almost a half
million dollars in grant
funding, which will be used
for a water main project in
the Granger-Libby road area
of the city, according to a
resolution passed at council's
April 18th meeting.

The grant was awarded
by the Cleveland Water
Suburban Water Main Re-
newal (SWMR) Project
Fund, and will be used to
reconstruct the water main
on Maple Avenue.

Council also passed a reso-
lution authorizing Mayor
Annette Blackwell to enter
into a contract with Pro
Construction Inc., to pro-
vide repairs to the bath-
room/concession building

at Stafford Park, at a cost of
$23,460, which will be paid
through Cuyahoga County
grants.

The Stafford Park repairs,
to include exterior and in-
terior masonry repair, tuck
pointing and painting, in-
terior concrete floor re-
pairs, crack sealing and
painting and concrete walk
work are part of the City
Parks Improvement Project
that has been ongoing in
Maple Heights, funded
through a total of $200,000
in grants awarded to the
city by the county Depart-
ment of Development un-
der the 2017 Competitive
Block Grant and Supple-
mental Grant programs.

City Engineer Ed Hren
said the repairs will be com-

pleted in time for Memo-
rial Day activities.

Council also passed a reso-
lution authorizing
Blackwell to enter into an
agreement with the North-
east Ohio Regional Sewer
District (NEORSD) for
Community Cost-Share
Program Funds for
stormwater management
and construction of a new
salt storage facility (salt
dome) at the city's Dun-
ham Road Service Center.

The NEORSD has in-
formed the city that the
2018 stormwater manage-
ment work and the salt
dome, which will replace a
deteriorated facility, would
serve as pollution control
and qualify as projects eli-

Shown at last month's annual "State of the Schools"
address are, from left: Garfield Heights Schools
Superintendent Terry Olszewski, Gabriella Huszarik
with the Southeast Region Chamber of Commerce,
Cuyahoga Valley Career Center Superintendent Dave
Mangas, Trinity High School Director of Admissions
Patrick Straffen and Garfield Heights Mayor Vic
Collova.

Garfield Heights Schools
Superintendent Terry
Olszewski, Trinity High
School Director of Admis-
sions & Public Relations
Patrick Straffen and
Cuyahoga Valley Career
Center Superintendent
Dave Mangas delivered
their annual State of the
Schools address on April
18th at the Garfield
Heights Center for the Per-
forming Arts, sponsored by
the Southeast Region
Chamber of Commerce.

Blending a mix of pre-
pared remarks with an in-
teractive power point pre-
sentation, Olszewski used
videos to help share the
state of the schools. He
opened by remarking on
the mandatory statewide
testing that "has become a
source of great consterna-
tion in the last few years."

"These test scores do not
define our district, nor do
they reflect the true accom-
plishments of our students,"
he pointed out.

Olszewski provided some
basic statistics on the school
district, including the fact
that there are a total num-
ber of 3,653 students, and,
of those, 983 are new en-
rollees and 761 withdraw-
als since the start of the
year. He also stated how

devoted the district is to
providing technology for
students, having provided
them with 2200
Chromebooks, 375 Ipads,
750 desktop computers and
3 elementary technology
teachers.

"We as educators have a
vision in this district to
equip students with 21st
century skills and to pre-
pare our students to be-
come contributing mem-
bers of a growing, global
society," the superinten-
dent said.

"That is the state of our

schools: Dedicated to of-
fering opportunities and
providing a better educa-
tion to all students and
families who seek one," he
continued.

Garfield Heights offers a
better education, he said,
and students in the Garfield
Heights City Schools are
learning, excelling and
achieving, and going on to
great futures.

He pointed out that this
year's GHHS valedictorian,
Myron Spikes, will attend

(Continued on Page 4)(Continued on Page 3)
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RiverSweep volunteers needed for clean up
Mill Creek Watershed

Partners invites volunteers
to participate in the annual
RiverSweep event on Sat-
urday, May 12, from 9 a.m.
to noon. The collaborative
effort aims to clean up and
bring awareness to

Johnston Mill Run, a tribu-
tary of Mill Creek that runs
through Garfield Heights
and Cleveland. All ages and
welcome.

Volunteers should meet
at Forestdale Park, located
at the corner of E. 131st

Street and Forestdale in
Garfield Heights, or at
Arthur Johnston Park, just
south of 4478 Johnston
Parkway in Cleveland.

Participants will receive a
c o m m e m o r a t i v e
RiverSweep t-shirt and
lunch following the clean
up. Volunteers are asked to
wear sturdy shoes and bring
a refillable water bottle.

The clean up is part of the

annual Canalway Partners
RiverSweep and is addi-
tionally sponsored by the
cities of Garfield Heights
and Cleveland, Harvard
Services Community Cen-
ter, Cuyahoga Soil and
Water Conservation Dis-
trict and the Northeast
Ohio Regional Sewer Dis-
trict.

For additional information
or to preregister for the clean
up, contact Pat Salemi at
psalemi@garfieldhts.org or
216-475-1100, ext. 2425. Ohioans can fish for free this

weekend; no license needed

Genealogy Society meets
The Cuyahoga Valley Genealogy Society (CVGS) will

hold its monthly meeting on Monday, May 7, at 7 p.m.
in the Willow Room at the Independence Civic Center,
6363 Selig Blvd.

"Lederhosen or Kilt? Our Experience with DNA Test-
ing So Far," will be presented by CVGS President Bobbi
Hamm and Vice President Jane Gramlich.

Members and the public are invited to this free meet-
ing. Coffee and refreshments will be served. For more
info, call President Bobbi Hamm, 330-225-0890.

Ohio is known for its
world-class fishing, and on
May 5th and 6th, anglers
are invited to take part in
the annual free fishing
weekend, according to the
Ohio Department of Natu-
ral Resources (ODNR).

Ohio's Free Fishing Days
are open to all Ohio resi-
dents and extend to all of
Ohio's public waters, in-
cluding Lake Erie and the
Ohio River. This is the only
weekend all year that does
not require anyone 16 years
old or older to obtain a
fishing license.

The ODNR Division of
Wildlife's six fish hatcher-
ies stocked more than 66
million sport fish in public
waters in 2017, including
walleye, saugeye, steelhead,
rainbow trout, brown trout,
muskellunge, channel cat-
fish, blue catfish and hy-
brid striped bass, which will
provide opportunities for
more than 1.3 million Ohio

anglers.

Ohio State Parks is also
offering a camping dis-
count during Ohio's Free
Fishing Days. Campers can
receive a 20 percent off dis-
count May 4-6 by using the
promotion code 18AN-
GLER on new reservations
only.

The Free Fishing Days
weekend offers Ohioans
of all ages the chance to
experience the fun of
catching a fish.

Red Cross
blood donor
opportunity

Independence: Wednes-
day, May 9, 8:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. at Crown Centre
II, 5001 Rockside Rd.;
Wednesday, May 9, 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at Apple Ameri-
can Group LLC, 6200 Oak
Tree Blvd.
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Maple Hts. gets $453K
(Continued from Page 1)

-gible for cost share funds, also fulfilling Ohio EPA
permit requirements, and the city was successful in
applying for the funds in the amount of $224,000,
according to the resolution.

Council passed a resolution authorizing Blackwell and
Fire Chief Vito Kavaliunas to enter into a contract with
Gatchell Grant Resources, LLC, to apply for a 2017
SAFER (Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency
Response) Grant by April 27, 2018, to receive financial
assistance to support the hiring of three additional
firefighters/paramedics for a 36-month period.

Grant recipients are required to contribute a cost
share toward the actual cost of hiring firefighters, and
Blackwell and Kavaliunas have recommended that the
city enter into the contract with Gatchell to develop and
submit an application for the SAFER grant, to receive
the financial assistance toward hiring the three addi-
tional firefighters/paramedics.

For submitting the grant application, Gatchell will
receive a fee of $750, plus a fee of eight percent of the
amount of the grant awarded, up to a maximum pay-
ment amount of $3,000.

Placed on second reading by council was an ordinance
amending existing legislation that currently requires
landlords to renew rental registration and tenant rental
licenses upon a change in tenancy and/or ownership of
the property.

Under the proposed ordinance, Councilwoman Sharri
Thomas has recommended that renewals and payment
of fees be on an annual basis, regardless of whether
there has been a change in ownership or tenancy from
the previous payment. Renewals and licenses would not
be transferable, meaning that a new owner would have
to pay the fees, even if the previous owner had paid the
fees for that calendar year.

Renewals would have to be paid no later than April
30th of each year, according to the legislation.

Updated recovery plan approved

At the April 18th meeting, council passed a motion to
approve an updated Financial Recovery Plan for the
city, with the continued goal of bringing Maple Heights

out of a state of fiscal emergency, as declared by State
Auditor Dave Yost in early 2015.

Council has passed previous versions of the recovery
plan, as part of a state-mandated five-year initiative to
bring the city out of its deficit, which has been reduced
from more than $2.5 million reported in 2015, to an
amount reported as being less than $800,000, as stated
in a version of the plan passed by council in March.

Council did approve the amended version of the plan
in March but passed the updated plan to include the
number of residential units in the city and an additional
line item entitled "Property Taxes, Additional 3.20
mills," Council Clerk Leonette Cicirella stated.

Spotlight Lounge liquor permit hearing
requested

Also passed April 18th was a motion authorizing
Cicirella to request a hearing with the Ohio Division of
Liquor Control "regarding the advisability of transfer-
ring the liquor license currently held by Spotlight
Restaurant and Lounge, LLC, to Aries Restaurant and
Lounge, LLC, at 5154 Warrensville Center Rd."

Earlier this year council passed a resolution declaring
the Spotlight a "nuisance, subject to abatement," after
incidents had been reported by city officials and police
over an 11-month period dating from March 2017.

Board of Elections open for

last weekend of early voting
The Cuyahoga County Board of Elections, 2925 Euclid

Ave., Cleveland, will be open for early voting for the
final days before the May 8th election:

Weekdays through May 4, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday,
May 5, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday, May 6, 1-5 p.m.;
Monday, May 7, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Vote by Mail Ballot Return deadline is also ap-
proaching. People who vote by mail must be aware of
two important deadlines. Voted ballots mailed to the
Board of Elections must be postmarked on or before
May 7th. The deadline for returning a ballot in person
is 7:30 p.m. on May 8th. Voted ballots may only be
returned to the Board of Elections offices.
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OverDrive gets top
(Continued from Page 1)

Today, OverDrive works
with more than 38,000 li-
braries, schools, retailers,
OEMs, and publishers, pro-
viding the infrastructure

for managing, protecting,
and distributing digital
content.

OHTec launched Tech
Week in 2011 with the in-
tention of expanding on

the Best of Tech Awards
and to create additional
awareness of the regional
IT industry. OHTec has
expanded the mission to
support, connect, engage
and celebrate the regional
IT community.

This recognition, which is
one of many Tech Week ac-
tivities, highlights outstand-
ing tech companies and en-
trepreneurs in Northeast
Ohio. Launched in 2006,
these awards shine a spot-
light on innovative compa-
nies, leaders and ideas.

Other categories included
Best IT Services Company,
Best Website, Most Prom-

ising Startup and Tech
Team of the year.

These technology busi-
ness awards shed light on
innovative companies and
leaders. They help OHTec
promote this region as a
remarkable place to work
and live, where savvy com-
panies are doing great
things.

Officials
(Continued from Page 1)

Cornell University, and
salutatorian Adam Salem
is going to Stanford Uni-
versity.

Olszewski also talked of
successful community part-
nerships and gave a nod to
Overdrive, which has given
Garfield Heights students
access to literally thousands
of publications and books
from across the globe. He
said another community
partnership involves stu-
dents at all grade levels who
either visit and interact with
seniors at the Civic Center
or Jennings Home.

For more student success
stories, he invited every-
one to sign up for the
district's social media ac-
counts.

He concluded by saying

that "from academics to co-
curriculars, community
partnerships and more, we
are all about opportunities.
Go Bulldogs!"

(See next week's paper for a
summary of Trinity's 'State of
the Schools.')

G.H. hydrant

flushing begins
The Garfield Heights Fire

Department will begin the
annual flushing and inspec-
tion of the 1,300 fire hy-
drants in the city begin-
ning Monday, May 7. The
work will begin in Ward 1
and end in Ward 7.

Hydrants will be flushed
Mondays through Fridays
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
weather permitting. It
should take about eight
weeks to complete.

Some residents may ex-
perience rusty water, which
is normal. Residents are en-
couraged to check to see if
their water is rusty before
drinking, doing laundry or
using it to cook. If it is
rusty, do not use any water,
including flushing toilets
for one hour or until water
runs clear. For more infor-
mation, call Sandy at the
Garfield Heights Fire De-
partment, 216-475-4053.
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RENT APARTMENT RENT APARTMENT

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

RENT HALLSRENT HALLS

WANT TO BUY

HELP WANTED

WANT TO BUY

RUMMAGE SALE

RENT HOUSE

E. 54th. 3 bedroom single. Garage, basement.
Central air. $775 month + deposit + gas and
electric. No pets. No Section 8. (216) 570-
5984.

SALE HOUSE

Mill Creek area. Fully equipped rooming house, 7
bedrooms: tenants, furniture, appliances. Owner
financing available. (216) 365-3079.

RENT APARTMENT

Newly remodeled one bedroom apt. 57th/Harvard.
Very clean, secure. Driveway parking. Newly
painted. $430 month plus security. No pets. No
Section 8. (440) 669-9300.

Apartments: Fleet, Warner, Garfield areas. 1-2-3
bedrooms. Starting at $575 + security deposit.
Appliances. (216) 341-2391.

One bedroom apt. Three minutes to downtown. Off
street parking. Free heat. $500 per month. (216)
210-8913.

Slavic Village - 5 rooms down (2 BRs), with off
street parking and porch. $515 plus security de-
posit. No Section 8. No pets. References required.
(216) 408-9102.

Spacious 2 bedroom up. Union Ave. $425 month
+ deposit. No pets. No Section 8. (216) 341-
7931.

Warner Rd. up unit. Small 2 bedroom. $425 +
security deposit. Appliances. No pets. (216) 375-
3682.

RENT ROOMS

Room available now. $350 plus key deposit.
Utilities and laundry included. (216) 581-
6082.

Turney/Warner area. Warm, friendly envi-
ronment. Utilities included. Close to trans-
portation. $350 + $50 nonrefundable de-
posit. Available now. (216) 365-3079.

FOR SALE

MOVING SALE

Maple Heights Moving Sale. 20696 Applegate.
Thurs.-Fri.-Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sun., 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Tons of crafts, material and
jewels - Cheap! Craftsman radial arm saw,
woodworking saw. New comforter, costume
jewelry, shoes, purses, etc. Furniture, up-
right freezer. No early birds!

HELP WANTED

RUMMAGE SALE

Experienced help needed for tree service. Broadview Hts. area. Dependable, with transpor-
tation. Ron, (440) 838-4918.

7 riding mowers, in various stages of disre-
pair. Also, free fire wood - you cut. Call for
details, (330) 562-6940.

GARAGE SALE

May 4, 5, 6; 11, 12, 13; 18, 19, 20. Huge
Sale. Garage & home. Tools, furniture and
clothes just to name a few. 4645 E. 85th.
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Community
awareness
meeting set

Residents of Garfield
Heights Ward 5 and all
community members are
invited to attend a commu-
nity awareness meeting
next Wednesday, May 9,
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the
Garfield Heights Civic
Center, 5407 Turney Rd.

Guest speakers will be
Judge Kristen Sweeney and
Judge Denise Rini from the
Cuyahoga County Court of
Common Pleas Juvenile Di-
vision.

For more information
contact Jason Blake at
Jake5585@yahoo.com or
216-338-7883.

By Amber Weisbarth

(The following informa-
tion was obtained from
filed police reports and
police dispatch logs.)

BEDFORD

Damage to Vehicle

A resident of the 570 block
of Broadway Ave. said her
car window was broken out
overnight between April
23rd and April 24th but
nothing appeared to be
missing.

Theft

A resident of the 480 block

of Glendale St. said some-
one went into his unlocked
garage on April 14th and
stole $75 worth of copper
and wiring. He said be-
tween April 21st and April
22nd someone went into
his garage again and stole
about $300 worth of scrap.
He said a neighbor also had
a weed trimmer stolen from
their garage around the
same time.

GARFIELD HTS.

Criminal Damage

On April 26th, several
residents reported their car
windows were broken out

sometime overnight in the
following neighborhoods:
11700 block McCracken
Rd.; 5200 block E. 119th
St.; 5000 block E. 117th
St.; 10900 block Edgepark
Dr.; 11900 and 12200
blocks Tonsing Dr.; 12200
block Valley Lane Dr.

Weapon Offense

Police were dispatched to
the 13400 block of
Thornhurst Ave. on April
26th, around 2 a.m., and
spoke to a woman who said
she heard 6-10 gunshots
and saw a light-colored
Ford F150 flee the area
shortly after. While officers
were arriving in the area,
dispatch reported several
more residents were call-
ing about hearing shots
fired.

Officers observed six gun-
shots into a front picture

window of a home in the
13200 block of Thornhurst.
The bullets went through
the window, through a liv-
ing room wall and into a
bedroom. A round had also
entered the resident's tele-
vision and into the bath-
room. Several rounds had
also penetrated a mattress
and walls in an upstairs
bedroom. A vehicle was also
damaged in the gunfire.

Police checked surveil-
lance camera footage which
showed a tan-colored Ford
F150 slow down in front of
the residence. The shots
were fired and the truck
continued.

Officers collected several
rounds as evidence and
photographs of the scene

were taken for further in-
vestigation.

MAPLE HTS.

Criminal Damage

On April 28th, several
residents called police to
report their car windows
had been broken out and
the vehicles were rum-
maged through overnight
in the following neighbor-
hoods: 18200 block Knoll
Dr.; 17900 block
McCracken Rd.; two in the
21000 block Franklin Rd.;
Cato Street; two in the
21400 block Raymond St.;
19600 block Longview Ave.
Nothing of value was re-
ported missing in any of
the incidents.
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Newburgh Hts. Council notes
Newburgh Heights Coun-

cil met in regular session
on Tuesday, April 17, and
passed the following legis-
lation:

•Amended a village's or-
dinance on registration and
inspection of rental units,
which requires landlords to
obtain a rental permit from
the Village Building De-
partment, issued upon
compliance with the rental
registration and inspection
process. The amended or-
dinance brings the village
into compliance with some
recent court rulings regard-

ing protections to 4th
Amendment rights of prop-
erty owners, Mayor Trevor
Elkins explained.

•Amended a village ordi-
nance entitled "Permits and
Fees" to clarify some of the
fees and language that had
previously made it difficult
to determine what was ac-
tually owed for a permit.

•Okayed purchase of two
additional 800 MHz radios
and a vehicle charger in-
stallation from Vasu Com-
munications at a cost not to
exceed $3,800.

•Okayed placing a mower
deck for sale on GovDeals
auction website.

Washington Park School
Board meeting tomorrow

The Board of Directors of Washington Park Commu-
nity School, located at 4000 Washington Park Blvd. in
Newburgh Heights, will conduct a Special Board Meet-
ing in the multi-purpose room on Thursday, May 3, at
5:30 p.m. The meeting is open to the public.

Announcements

Councilman Brian
Schaffran said the annual
Community Garage Sale
will take place from May 31
to June 2. More details to
come.

Service Director Joe
Milano, in response to a
question by Councilman
Steve Moran, said there was
no community shred day
planned because of poor
attendance in the past and
a significant increase in
cost. If there is renewed
interest, he said he will in-
quire about setting it up.


